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Peak to Peak Tour
Track Attack
PPIHC
World Roadshow
Parade Horror Story
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B oulder | Coming Soon...

125 Meadowlook Way
Boulder, CO

Alpine Ocean Spectacular! Views reminiscent of Lake Como, or
the Pacific on point, and having your breath taken away! Stunning
and jaw-dropping views : Mountain vistas; the legendary
Flatirons; stars/planets, and the Boulder skyline! Embraces 270
degrees of protected open space; Abundant wildlife; Cathedral
ceilings (and views) throughout; Chef ’s kitchen; Master retreat w/
private deck; Rock star garage of a respected Porsche Fanatic; 3.9
miles to Pearl Street Mall.
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 bedrooms
3.5 baths
2959 finished square feet, above grade
1840 walk-out basement, 992 finished
3951 total finished square feet
2.1 acres

Price upon Request
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Dan Fead 720.300.9500
dan.fead@sothebysrealty.com
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HighGear reaches nearly 2,200 members in
more than 1,200 households! Please contact the
Newsletter Editor to explore promotional possibilities for your
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Cover photo by Mike Pappas

“Miss Eva,” a 1958 356 Cabriolet (owners, Heidi Frisch
and Franny Brodigan), is flanked by a 2014 991 S (owners,
Bob and Andrea Cowart) in front of the Stanley Hotel in Estes
Park during the club’s Peak to Peak Tour on July 27th.
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Presidential thoughts
Rick Gonçalves, President

I

want first to start this article with well
wishes to Jerry Schouten and to his
family. Jerry is currently recovering at
University Hospital after a horrific crash
at our Club Race at HPR last weekend.
That he is even alive today is a great tribute to
how well the car was set up and to all the safety
regulations that we all have to follow when
driving in races and on the track during DEs.
I am sure many of us have scoffed from time
to time at the safety rules that we have to follow
as being “inconvenient,” because the chances
of anything happening are so remote. But the
rules exist to make sure an incident doesn’t
become deadly, as could have happened last
weekend.
How many of us racers don’t use our firesuits or window nets during a DE? I know,
the rules for DEs are less stringent than those
of Club Races, but in terms of fire resistant
clothing, fire is fire, and if a full fire suit is only
good for 15 seconds, how long are long sleeve cotton shirts
and pants good for? I don’t even want to know! I know
they are hot, but if we have them, we should probably use
them!
About five years ago, in Topeka, I saw a car spin 180
degrees on the track and a following car smash head-on
into it. That had to have been an 80-mph crash, but thanks
to five-point harnesses and crumple zones, both drivers
walked away with only harness bruises. I know that with a
three-point harness, those drivers would not have walked
away. So, if you are really serious about track driving, get
a race seat and a five- or six-point harness. If your car is a

street car when it’s not on the track, there are
some very nice seats and belts that can actually
enhance the looks of a car that comes from a
racing heritage.
Now, enough about safety. Fall is the season
when club elections occur, and this year we have
four positions available: Secretary, Treasurer,
Membership Chairman and 2nd Vice President.
While a lot us joke about being chained to the
Board and about relief when our time is up,
these are truly only jokes that stem from an
apparent lack of people who are interested in
being on the Board.
True, it takes time, but there is a huge
amount of satisfaction gained in seeing the
fruits of your labors. While on the Board, you
can help implement ideas that make the club
run better. For example, the fact that DE events
are running more on time than, say, five years
ago, or providing new ideas that reduce driver
frustration, like expanded passing groups, have
come from intense discussions and decisions made by the
Board.
If you want to help make a difference with your club,
contact one of the members of the nominating committee,
Past President Rex Heck, Kathy Fricke, Erik Behrendsen, or
me, and state your interest in running for a Board position.
Your club needs you!
The nominating committee will present a slate of
officers at the October membership meeting at Prestige
Imports, and then elections will be held at the November
membership meeting. You can make a difference in the way
your club operates!

True, it takes
time, but there is
a huge amount
of satisfaction
gained in seeing
the fruits of your
labors. While
on the Board,
you can help
implement ideas
that make the
club run better.

New to RMR or just not a member yet?
Page 37 describes the various types of activities RMR members regularly
enjoy. Check them out, then come to our next event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies, Autocrosses, Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows, Socials, and Charity Support!
4
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Positive offset
David Schmidt, Editor

L

et me start by saying that even with HighGear
swollen up to a whopping 40 pages, I still could
in no way get all the content this busy little
club of ours conducts over a typical summer
month. As a club member, I am amazed and impressed by
all the activities RMR-PCA had on the agenda last month.
As the Newsletter Editor, I am absolutley astonished and
bewildered at how I could possibly fit all of it into this
adorable little magazine now clutched in your hands.
Which is why I made the tough call to push coverage
of the annual Club Race (held Aug. 17-18) until next issue.
However, by doing so, I can give this supersized event the
space it deserves and show off some of the eye-popping
photographs that have been appearing online and bursting
my digital mailbox. There are stories galore from that hot
summer day out at HPR, and, as a first-time volunteer to
said event, yours truly will pen an article (or two) from my
perspective as a novice corner worker stuck at Turn 14. It
was an awesome, and sometimes terrifying, experience.
But let me divert your attention away from the next
issue and focus on this one. I sincerely want to thank
some truly spectacular contributors who submitted simply
awesome articles and imagery for this issue.
First, Amanda Yuill, a relatively newcomer to RMR,
dared the elements to take some jaw-dropping photos from
the Track Attack DE at HPR (pg. 12-13). Her images make
David Chase’s recap article truly mesmerizing.
Second, Carolyn Stillman’s article (pg. 15) about the
never-ending mishaps that befell her and her husband
Rick at this year’s Parade will leave you in disbelief and
wondering if perhaps they were cursed by an elderly gypsy
woman they accidentally ran down with their 911 Turbo
on the way to Michigan. I ran out and bought a rabbit’s
foot and a fresh box of Kleenex© after reading it.

Pages 16-18 conclude Bruce McPherson’s “Zen and the
Art of High Performance Driving” two-part story in a most
diabolically clever and superbly valuable fashion. This
guy’s mind is on another wavelength altogether when it
comes to driving, and if the rest of us could even achieve
50% of his focus, we’d probably be qualifying for the 24
Hours of Le Mans next year.
Next, Chris Lennon teams up with super-shooter Dave
Liddle for an up-close-and-personal story about the Pikes
Peak International Hill Climb––from the cockpit, no less
(pg. 19-21). Then Cecil Morris only adds to the excitement
of the PPIHC on the very next page with his perspecitve as
a crewmember. These guys unwittingly convinced me to
throw my hat in the ring next year as a volunteer in any
way they need me for this majestic event. I dare you, dear
reader, to do the same.
Richard Kessel contacted me about his story for the
Spotlight section (pg. 24-25) that touches your heart and
will make you smile in an all-too-familiar kind of way. I am
confident the majority of our members can totally identify
with Richard’s trials and tribulations in his never-ending
quest for perfection. I think Dick Badler is influencing more
writers than he’s willing to admit. Great job, Mr. Kessel!
Our own Club Treasurer, Roger Buswell, managed to set
down his abacus and pick up a word processor long enough
to share his adventures with us from the Porsche World
Tour (pg. 33). He makes you feel like you were there and
leaves you hoping you’ll get an invitation for next year.
Lastly, page 35 has perhaps the most important article
of all. Not the “Take Five” monthly report mind you,
however, I am always amazed with the backgrounds of our
members, but the call for blood donors and Get Well cards
in honor of our own Jerry Schouten. I hope it inspires
many of you to take action and make a difference.

Get involved!
Contribute to your newsletter!

HighGear needs your articles and photos! Please submit
your content and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by the 15th
of the month at newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

Join RMR-PCA

Not a member yet? Join RMR-PCA by visiting our website
at www.pca.org and simply click the “Join PCA” link.
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Advertise in HighGear

Please see page three for advertising rates details.

RMR online discussion groups

Would you like to discuss Porsches, RMR or anything else
of interest to other Porschephiles? Check out the RMR
online discussion groups.

Yahoo: groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get your newsletter on the go!

To read HighGear in PDF format on the Web, go to the
RMR Web site at rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter
link. Back issues are also available on the Web site.

Driver
Coaching

Take the
RMR Trivia Ch
and check you allenge
r ans
on page 38 to wers
see
how you did!

Ø
Ø
Ø

This month’s Trivia Questions:

1. True or false: Ferry Porsche designed the Porsche crest on
a lunch napkin.
2. Which of these were invented or introduced by Porsche?
		 a) Synchromesh transmission
		 b) Tail spoilers
		 c) Galvanized body panels.
3. The Porsche 911 Targa was named after the famous Targa
Florio race in Sicily. How did this race acquire its name?
4. The original car that we now know as the 911 was
originally designated as the 901. Why was the number
changed?
5. Porsche produced diesel engines from 1956 through 1963.
On what vehicles were they used? How many of those
vehicles were produced?

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Individual or small
group coaching
For novice drivers to
experienced racers
13 years experience
in-car coaching
Successful SCCA, PCA
and NASA racer
Pre and post track day
consultation included
Extremely affordable
rates
References available
Guaranteed results

Joe Rothman

720-350-4918
Cell 720-382-6167
jrothma@hotmail.com
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Membership musings
Nancy Warren, Membership Chair

W

e have driven through summer and fall is
quickly approaching. But don’t despair, there
are still plenty of driving events for September
and October!
There will be several tours; one is to the
Broadmoor for the Sunday Brunch—YUMMY! We will
also have a couple of DEs and an Autocross or two. AMR,
our sister region to the south, has a fun rally, a DE, and
the annual Fall “Mystery” tour. So there are still plenty
of driving events for the 2013 season. Gather your fellow
Porsche friends and join in the fun!
Both August Membership Socials were a big success.
The annual BBQ at Stevinson’s was very well attended,

and the first-time-ever Membership Social at Poudre Sports
Car in Fort Collins was a huge success! Maybe a northern
Membership Social should become an annual event!
Our region continues to grow in membership. We now
have 2350 primary and affiliate members! Last month, we
were one of the top three regions for “actual growth.” We
need to keep recruiting new members, but most importantly,
our current members need to keep renewing their
memberships! We also have had many former members
reinstate their memberships! Good job, RMR!
We have several items for sale with the RMR logo: name
badges, car badges, stickers, patches and pins!
Hope to see YOU at an RMR event!

Welcome our new members!
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Michele & Keith Ashby
Denver CO
2004 911, Blue

William Hazelton
Littleton CO
2004 Carrera 4S, Blue

Janice Rice
Kittredge CO
2001 Boxster S, Red

Dave Balingit
Aurora CO
2005 986, Silver

John Hope & Sharon Travers
Englewood CO
2009 Boxster S, Blue

Connie Runyon
Highlands Ranch CO
1999 911, White

Jude Ballard
Highlands Ranch CO
1988 911, White

VJ & Karen James
Fort Collins CO
1985 911, Black

John & Jim Sedgeley
Littleton CO
2006 987, Silver

Paul Batchelder
Golden CO
1997 993, Black

JP & Maggie Jones
Boulder CO
2013 Bosxter S, Silver

Sarah Stanson
Lone Tree CO
2002 911, Silver

Mark Casey
Denver CO
2006 Cayman S, Gray

Marc & Dakota Jones
Lakewood CO
1986 944, Turbo

Keith & Nancy Stockton
Englewood CO
2006 911, Blue

Joshua & Shana Cunningham
Thornton CO
1986 951, Black

Todd & Kristen Kercher
Highlands Ranch CO
2006 Cayenne, Red

Chris Unfug
Grand Junction CO
2006 Cayman S, Gray

Caleb & Tera Dillon
Arvada CO
1984 930, Black

John & Deb Mol
Ramstein Germany
1982 911, White

Adam Unruh
Highlands Ranch CO
1980 911 SC, Gray

Sam Dixon
Aurora CO
1980 911 SC, Black

Eric & Susan Montag
Greenwood Village CO
2008 Cayenne GTS, Gray

Peter Ziobrzynski
Highlands Ranch CO
1996 993, Silver

Dickson Griswold
Denver CO
1978 911, Green

Dave Paulson
Centennial CO
2005 911 Turbo S, Silver

OUT OF STATE TRANSFERS
Greg Casals
Boulder CO
From: Las Vegas
2011 911 Turbo, Silver
2011 GT3 RS, White
Michael Danzer
Greenwood Village CO
From: Potomac
1993 911
Derek Handley
Centennial CO
From: Longhorn
1996 911 Cabriolet,
1986 911
Chris Musso
Castle Rock CO
From: Northern Ohio
2010 911 C4 S, Black
Ross Nellums
Littleton CO
From: Central Indiana
1973 914, Black
1973 914, Silver
1974 914, Green
Raymond Stapell & Janice Rosa
Denver CO
From: Niagara
2008 Boxster, Silver

September Membership Social
to be hosted by

Eurosport Automotive!
Porsche friends, this month’s Membership Social is going to be at
Eurosport Automotive in Arvada. Dave Marshall, the owner of this
longtime HighGear advertiser and friend of RMR, is excited to host his
first-ever “Social” for the club!
Dave promises food beyond reproach, with beer and wine for all
those attending on the evening of Sept. 5th. So, please come join us
as we celebrate our favorite automotive brand and the people who love
them in one of Denver’s premier repair shops!

Thursday,
September 5, 2013
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
5615 Lamar Street
Arvada, CO 80002
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A great way to spend a Saturday morning
by Bill Terry, photos by Joe Warren
RMR-PCA in general, and your Assistant
Newsletter Editor in particular, would
like to thank Poudre Sports Car for a
delightful membership social event in
Fort Collins on Saturday, 10 August.
There had not been a membership
social event in the northern reaches
of our region for a very long time—
perhaps
10
years,
perhaps even more.
So a consensus was
reached that it was
high time we had one.
I was volunteered to set
one up (the cardinal
rule of meetings: either
attend them or get
volunteered for stuff),
so I called Poudre
Sports Car and found
them very receptive
to the idea.
That’s
about all I did; Steve Poudre Sports Car staff members pose for a quick photo.
Schroeder and his staff
the license plate shown below, which
organized the event and added some
I thought was way cool.
unusual touches.
For one thing, Poudre Sports Car
services a variety of marques besides
Porsches, including exotics. They
called some of their clients and asked
them to put their cars on display
for the event.
There were three
Lamborginis (a Countach, a Diablo,
and an Urraco) and five Ferraris (a
456, a 430 Spider, a 458 Italia, and two
There was a very good turnout of
550s). There were also an Audi R8 and
Porsches, including a 356 Speedster,
two Aston Martins: a Vantage coupe
a 1958 Convertible D, and a 1965
and a DB9 convertible. The latter had

10

356C “outlaw” coupe—i.e., one with
extensive modifications, including a
143-hp engine. There were a 944 S2
cabriolet, a brand-new 2014 Cayman
S, a 968, and several Boxsters, in
addition to a wide variety of 911s old
and new including an RS America.
There was a 914 on the lot, but it
was one of the cars for sale by Poudre
Sports Car; there were also a couple of
928s, but one of them was also a sale
car. I counted 45 cars that seemed to
have been brought by participants in
the event, and many of them brought
two people. So the turnout might
have been in the vicinity of 70 people,
which made for a very nice gathering.
The Poudre Sports Car staff was
gratified by the turnout, and they
expressed interest in doing a similar
event again. I’ll certainly be there,
and once again, I want to send a big
“Thank you” to Poudre Sports Car for
putting this event together.

2301 West Cornell Street
Englewood, Colorado, 80113
Main:
Fax:

(720) 235.4323
(720) 235.4328

Visit us on the web at......

www.RaceKraftDesign.com
PERFORMANCE

PRECISION

PA S S I O N

We are a race shop committed to high quality competition Porsche services

dedicated to the Vintage Road Racing community & their machinery.

Quality Integrity Accountability Speed! 40+ years of Porsche experience
State-of-the-art equipment CNC machining Custom fabrication

Race and performance street engine building and modification
Experts in Porsche Engine Machining, Development, and Assembly
Custom built and blue printed race engines
Develop horsepower and reliability from your existing engine
Design, prototype, and machine performance racing parts
Porsche Race Chassis Construction
Suspension Design, Fabrication

Questions about your Project? Email us at:

drive.fast@RaceKraftDesign.com
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W T
hen

racks

On
July
20-21,
2013, over 130 drivers
participated in the RMRPCA “Track Attack” Driver
Education event at High
Plains Raceway. Your event
chairs, Jim Widrig and
David Chase, would like to
extend a big “Thank you”
for all the many volunteers
who helped out and made this event superb. We are also
very proud of the generosity of the club members who
donated $3,130.00 to the event charity, Alex’s Lemonade
Stand Foundation, benefiting children with cancer.
Our event sponsor, RaceKraft & Design, who has
hosted several social events for the Club, helped in a
big way by donating the tasty summer tapas prepared
at the track for Beer:30 on Saturday evening. A special
glass aspen leaf award, the first “High Plains Inspiration
Award,” was presented to an employee of the track, Tina
Schaffer, by Brad Burry of RaceKraft & Design and David
Chase. Tina greets each participant at the gate with her
wonderful smile and positive attitude even in the face of
recent medical issues.
Each participant also received a commemorative
engraved glass beer stein to memorialize the event.
The driving portion of the event was handled expertly
by the control team, grid, CDI, and driving instructors.

A

ttack!
Story: David Chase
Photos: Amanda Yuill

Again
the
equipment
team provided the gear we
needed to run the event and
even put up a pergola for
grid during the event.
A huge round of
applause to Al Woodward,
who has been instrumental
in organizing and training
the control team over the
last 3 years. Congratulations to George Strimbu as our
new control chief, who took the reins from Al at the Track
Attack DE.
The track was attacked! First by severe thunderstorms
during Beer:30 on Saturday. Thanks to quick thinking by
HPR track manager Glenn Conser, we were able to quickly
transform the driver’s lounge into a parking bunker for
more Porsches than one would think could fit in the
space! On Sunday during timed runs, we were attacked
again at the track, this time by flying and breeding ants.
Again Glenn came to our defense and hit ‘em with fire
extinguishers to cool them down until we finished on
track!
We certainly had a great time hosting the Track
Attack at High Plains. Thanks again to all
who made the weekend enjoyable
and came out and enjoyed a
day at the track.

“When you’re racing ... it’s life. Everything
12

(Left) Gavin Yuill’s Boxster post rain storm.
(Above) Andre Nieuwenhuizen’s 993 Cup car
enters the fray, William Kubilus takes the day
with his GT3 (below, left). (Main) Wyatt Weeks
rolls his GT3 out as the thunderstorm moves
away.

that happens before or after is just waiting.”
Steve McQueen, LeMans (1971)

SEPTEMBER 2013
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It’s so true: “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people!”
by Carolyn Stillman
My husband Rick and I were very excited
to be able to attend this year’s Porsche
Parade in Michigan with my parents,
Jean and Bill Noroski, PCA members
since the 60s. They drove their Club
Coupe from Syracuse, NY while we
drove our 2002 996 Lapis Blue Turbo
from Denver. The first day of our Parade
travel ended uneventfully in Naperville,
IL where we stopped for the night.
The “fun” began the next morning
(Friday), shortly after we hit the road,
when suddenly, and without any prior
indication, the check engine light
illuminated. These things never happen
at home, do they? We contacted the
local Porsche dealer, and after asking a
couple of questions the service manager
told us, “If it’s yellow, drive it; if it turns
red, stop.” He said he could test the
OBD port to find out what the problem
was, but he would have to charge us. We
were impressed that he just didn’t want
our cash and trusted him as we decided
to push on to Traverse City, MI.
Upon arrival, it was time to get to
work and start Concours prep in the
parking lot of our rented condo. First
things first, the bugs had to go, but
ever so gently. Next, a kind couple in
the condo unit near ours let us borrow
their small vacuum. They even opened
their garage so we could use their power
outlet. In return, they simply asked
that we put the vacuum in the garage
and close the garage because they were
headed out. These were not Porsche
people, but they seemed to understand
our “sickness” about wanting to have a
spotless car. Their generosity and trust
were inspiring.
After the initial prep work, it was
time to drive the Turbo over to the
Concours prep tent. Alas, the battery was
dead. Rick bump started the car, and we
drove to the Concours prep tent. After
several hours of working on the car with
the doors, luggage compartment and
deck lid open, again it would not start.
Rick borrowed a battery tender from a
couple on the other side of the tent and
an extension cord from the guys next to
us. Once more, thanks to the kindness

of strangers, we were able to start the car
on the morning of the Concours.
Just as our car was scheduled to be
judged, a few raindrops began to fall.
Fortunately, only a few drops fell and our
hard work and stress-inducing battery
misadventures of the previous days paid
off because we placed 1st in Class PP09T.
The celebration was short-lived because
when it was time to go, no
battery. Another bump start
and we were off to purchase
a battery.
With our new battery
installed and our trophy in
hand, it was time to do our
volunteer work. Rick was
working the car wash and
planned to have Dr. Color
Chip fix some paint chips
on our car. He parked the
Turbo along the curb while
he helped the other car wash
attendees. Another Paradegoer in a Cayenne (who
also had a good showing
and won 1st in his class at
the Concours) backed out of
the car wash parking spot, right into our
Turbo, and crushed the driver’s door!
The Cayenne driver was quite
distraught and I anticipated a similar
reaction from Rick. He was devastated,
but instead of focusing on that he
kept his cool and hugged the poor guy
because Rick could see just how upset
the other driver was. (Rick’s a keeper!)
Word spread quickly about what had
happened at the car wash. There are too
many people to mention here who were
instrumental in helping us not feel like
the world was crashing down on us.
Truly, the people we met and interacted
with during this week together became
much more important to us than the
cars. When fellow attendees discovered
it was our car that was involved in the
mishap, they immediately said, “Oh,
you’re those people,” and felt our pain.
Rick finished the week with another
1st-in-class in the Tech Quiz (Q05, 996,
997 and 991), and then it was time to say
goodbye. Our first stop was in Chicago
to visit the Turbo’s twin owned by Jim

Crotinger (previously of the Roadrunner
Region). Jim and Lori invited us to stay
with them that night—another gift of
kindness. After a lovely visit, we wanted
to get on the road early to avoid rush
hour, so we left their home at 5:30 a.m.
Traffic was already heavy. Once it
started to loosen up, a toll booth was
upon us so we moved to the right lane.
Another surprise—we hit
something that punctured
the left front tire. After
calling AAA and requesting
a flat bed tow to Discount
Tire, we waited two hours
on the side of the highway.
The first tow company
refused to come to our
rescue—we can only assume
they didn’t want to be
liable for helping with a
Porsche. Maybe our luck
was changing, as I found
a dollar bill on the side of
the road! Finally, the tow
truck arrived and we were
on our way to buy two new
front tires and have them
installed. That done, we pulled away
from the tire center to fill up with gas
across the street when Rick noticed there
was almost no air (10 psi) in the front
tire! So, we went back across the street
to Discount Tire to have them service
the tires with the proper pressure again.
Rick’s patience was wearing thin by this
point.
Of course, now I’m worried that
there was something wrong with the
tire itself and made Rick stop 20 miles
outside of town to check the pressure
just to be sure.  The tire was fine. We
made it home to Denver with no further
incidents. It really felt like we should
kiss the driveway upon arrival!
We certainly do believe “It’s not just
the cars, it’s the people.” We’re already
planning our vacation around the 2014
Parade in Monterey, CA so we can
connect with old friends and make some
new ones.

Another Paradegoer in a
Cayenne backed
out of the car
wash parking
spot, right into
our Turbo, and
crushed the
driver’s door!
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Tech talk

Zen and the Art of High Performance Driving – Part 2
by Bruce McPherson, Owner, High Performance Driving Techniques
Last month we talked in broad terms about the benefits
of achieving an intuitive state in our quest to maximize
High Performance Driving at the race track, all the while
acknowledging the inherent difficulty in crossing over the
threshold that separates us as thinking drivers from this
place of “Zen.” The obvious question that most aspiring
drivers have is what to focus on in order to get there. Is there
any one formula that we can use to describe this complex
process? As a somewhat tongue-in-cheek example (and at
the risk of over-simplifying the issue), let me propose the
following:

Zen: formula
1. Zen = (A => F), (A => F), …
where: A => F = Driver Action leading
to principles of physics as Feedback;
a continuous process.
There are a host of factors that go into driving one’s
fastest lap; ultimately it boils down to a series of continuous
actions that we impart to the car on a physical level in the
form of “inputs”––both steering and acceleration/braking.
But we could never drive this “perfect” lap by delivering
these inputs in a vacuum––the only way this process can
become continuous is by becoming attuned to the feedback
we receive from our cars. And as you know, this is an
area in which Porsches excel! Thus, as we continuously

A Hypothetical Advanced Turn
As an example, let’s examine the mechanics behind
executing a turn at maximum speed. We might start by
performing a sequence of threshold-, and then trail-,
braking, which, combined with the proper amount of
steering input, smoothly rotates the car into a gradual but
stable over-steer condition as we approach the apex. This
is one of the most satisfying maneuvers in driving because
of the difficulty involved in “pre-calculating” the precise
turn-in point for such a “drifted” turn.
In this scenario, it is the “slip angle” of the drift that
creates the complicating factor; indeed, while this slip
angle initially points the car inside of the turn’s apex,
when combined with both the slide resulting from the car’s
sideways momentum and proper corrective inputs from the
driver, it results in hitting the apex curbing on a tangent at
precisely the right spot, allowing for maximum and smooth
power application as the turn is exited. Obviously, learning
how to execute a turn in this way takes a lot of practice!
When the car is set up well and it’s done just right
you will often hear the driver describe being able to steer
the car with his or her right foot. Further analysis of this
topic reveals a set of fundamental underlying principles of
physics that need to be understood and mastered in order
to get to this place. Let’s take a look at each of them; at the
end we’ll discuss the one single most important concept
required to master all of them!
For anyone that has ever experienced that unmistakable
sinking feeling you get the instant you know you are about
to spin your beautiful Porsche, you have come face to face
with the concept of …

G-Loading and the Limit of Grip

interact with the information we receive and translate it
to further action, our understanding of the “Zen” of High
Performance Driving moves away from that of a black art
and into the realm of knowingness and being. That’s right
– at the risk of sounding a little wacky, we achieved the
“Zen” of high performance driving when we navigate the
track by becoming “one” with it – it’s not so much thinking
about when to turn-in for a turn that’s important, but rather
feeling when to do it!
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Our ability to sense the apparent force of gravity (Gs) in
any direction and rapidly process its implications is crucial
to our being able to control the car as it approaches and
exceeds the limit of grip. G-loading is the most obvious
feeling you get in your body resulting from your actions as a
driver. When we feel it in a forward and rearward direction
(such as when braking or accelerating, respectively) it is
referred to as “longitudinal.” When we feel it from side to
side (as when turning the car) it is referred to as “lateral.”
Note, however, that G forces can and do occur in any
combination of those directions and are not a “binary”
occurrence––they do not just happen all at once. Instead,
there is a transitional period where the Gs increase from
somewhere near zero to their maximum value. This
transition is described by the term “loading.” There are

many mechanical factors that go into determining when
and how a car exceeds the limit of grip, including the car’s
tires, suspension, chassis stiffness and weight.
Our sensory perception of the relative amount of
G-loading that we get as feedback from our cars is our
primary means of knowing where the limit of grip is and
how to keep from going beyond it! So how exactly does
G-loading manifest? In this paradigm, the most obvious
resulting physical principles are …

rewrite the second part of our “Zen” formula as follows:

principles of physics as Feedback (F) = (G => W)
where: G => W = G-Loading leading to
Weight Transfer
The next thing we need to look at is how our inertia
gets transformed as we drive; what causes the “state
change” that leads to weight transfer––how does it occur?
The answer is quite obviously …

Inertia and Weight Transfer

Driver Input
Without inertia there would be no transfer of weight
You knew it would end up here, didn’t you? The day is
from one place to another due to a physical state change;
coming
(sooner rather than later I might add) when cars will
and without weight transfer, there would be no need to
fully
drive
themselves – but honestly, how much fun will
mitigate the consequences of a finite limit of grip.
that
be?
Even
when it does, I am confident that Porsche,
There is one other important concept that needs to be
with its storied racing history and driver-focused tradition,
examined in this context. As you know, while cruising down
will continue to offer models that further refine the driving
the road, the sum total of the weight of the car is distributed
experience well into the future. In the meantime, the
in some way between the four tires; thus our connection to
fundamentals of precision High Performance Driving are
the road exists solely through those four relatively small
still largely up to us. We, as drivers, cause physical state
areas where the tires make contact with the asphalt. Each
changes
through
our
of these areas is known as a
driving
inputs.
Whether
it
“contact patch.”
is
through
acceleration
or
On modern sports
braking (longitudinal), or
cars, they are roughly
through steering (lateral)
rectangular in shape and
or some combination,
while their size depends on
it is those inputs which
several factors (including
transform inertia into
tire size, construction,
weight transfer, ultimately
inflation pressure and
leading to this “dance” we
weight), the important
do with the limit of grip.
thing to note is that the
Simple, isn’t it? Well not
relative size of each one
exactly…While all these
Which corner has received the greatest weight shift?
changes when the car’s
principles of physics are
Is this car most likely accelerating or decelerating?
weight moves from one
scientifically proven and
place to another. As weight
predictable, we as humans are anything but! We may
increases over one corner of the car, the tire squishes out
understand them conceptually, but our ability to engage
and the size of its contact patch increases slightly, resulting
in High Performance Driving at the highest level requires
in relatively more grip at that corner.
that we constantly feel what the car is doing, process that
However, since there is a set amount of weight in the
information and rapidly translate it into actions that affect
car, as the weight shifts this increase in traction always
the car’s behavior in the desired way ––over and over again.
comes with a corresponding decrease at other corners (as
This is the “Zen” that we seek––that feeling of connection
their contact patch sizes decrease). It is the relative sizes
with the track through the vehicle. Its difficulty stems
of the car’s four contact patches that are most directly
largely from both the complexity of the decisions we must
responsible for whether the car tends to oversteer (as in our
make and the rapidity with which we must make them.
example of a spin) or understeer (when it turns less than
We are only human after all, but with enough practice we
you want) as it crosses over the limit of grip.
can get there––so long as we know the essential “secret” to
Managing oversteer and understeer at the limit is a
achieving this driving nirvana! That’s right, there is one
detailed and complex topic and beyond the scope of this
single action that we have control over that is the key to
installment; for purposes of this discussion, it is enough
unlocking our full understanding of all that we’ve talked
to focus on G-loading and the resulting shifting of weight
about and ultimately helping us transcend into the “Zen”
via a physical state change. With this knowledge, we can
of High Performance Driving––and that is …
SEPTEMBER 2013
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continued from pg. 17

Vision
Let’s now revisit that perfectly drifted turn at maximum
speed and the notion that it’s not so much thinking about
when to turn-in for a turn that’s important, but rather
feeling when to do it …
The human brain is a marvelous thing––with amazing
capability when it comes to analyzing and calculating
speed, distance, acceleration and angles! As we approach
our corner, it can first tell us with incredible accuracy how
much we need to slow down in order to keep from sliding
off the track and then exactly when and how much to
turn the steering wheel, first to help rotate the car, then
correctively, in order to manage the over-steer’s slip angle
and hit the apex on a tangent at just the right spot––but
none of this is possible if we are not looking at it first!
We never really think much about our vision in relation
to everyday street driving but when we’re at speed on the
race track we must train ourselves to constantly focus on
what lies ahead––and most importantly, we must do so
far enough in advance to account for our reaction time!
The role that vision plays in the Driver Action equation is
huge––so much so that it deserves its own category. Once
we accept this premise, we can rewrite the first part of our
“Zen” formula as follows:

Driver Action (A) = (V => I)
where: V => I = Vision leading to Driver Input

Conclusion
Having broken each of the main components down,
our complete “Zen” formula ultimately resolves to

Zen: formula
2. Zen = (V => I => G => W),
(V => I => G => W), …
which, described in layman’s terms, means a
continuously repeated cycle of Vision leading to Driver
Input leading to G-Loading leading to Weight Transfer …
and so forth.
In summary, it takes great patience and practice
for most of us to excel at the sport of High Performance
Driving; it requires that we come to master a complex
confluence of physical principles relating to mass and
bodies in motion. It’s a continual cycle loosely described
by the above “formulas”. There’s more to it than that, of
course. But with perseverance and focus we can achieve the
“Zen” capability that most successful racers possess. The
ultimate goal is to instinctively feel the process rather than
think it through. It’s not as far out of reach as it sometimes
seems – all that complexity can be managed by adhering to
one simple truth that’s fully in our control: it all starts with
our Vision!
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Just being part of the Porsche world is great. Discovering what they were like to
drive at their limits took it to another level. Moving from autocrossing to DEs and
track days upped the ante some more. Then, racing them seemed like the ultimate.
I suppose I was right and wrong with
that. Racing them alongside the best
drivers in the world, in one of the most
famous races in the world, is really the
ultimate, for me.
In what other sport can an amateur
compete head-to-head (for real) against
the best in the sport?
Driving
in
the
Pikes
Peak
International Hill Climb is like playing
in a PGA tournament against Tiger
Woods, et al., or playing in an NHL
hockey game. Never going to happen
for me, or any of us. But it can happen
in the world of racing.
We are so lucky to have this, North
America’s second oldest motor race,
practically in our backyard.
Many
people don’t realize just how big a race
this is around the world. It is truly one
of the most famous races anywhere.

The sheer fact that Peugeot took their
budget for LeMans this year and plowed
it into the PPIHC provides a glimpse
of its importance. Seeing drivers like
Sébastien Loeb, Romain Dumas, Simon
Pagenaud, Jeff Zwart, David Donner,
Monster Tajima, Rod and Rhys Millen,
Paul Dallenbach, Andrew Comrie-Picard,

and a host of other famous championlevel drivers from every corner of the
globe descend on the area for this race
reinforces its importance.
Many of the cars competing in
the race are the result of multi-million
dollar efforts from large automotive
manufacturers like Peugeot, Hyundai,
Mitsubishi, and Honda. Altogether, 64
cars and 83 bikes were entered. In the
car divisions alone, no fewer than eleven
countries were represented.
The race itself is as intense as it
gets, with over 12 miles and 156 turns,
representing every type of corner
imaginable, with trees, thousand-foot
drops, and ever-changing weather to
deal with. It has been rated one of the
ten toughest races in the world, ranking
just behind the 24 Hours of LeMans. It is
also known as one of the most dangerous
SEPTEMBER 2013
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races in the world. It’s normal every day
we practice or race on the mountain to
lose at least a couple of cars.
The experience of actually driving
in this race is totally different from that
on any race track, of course. There’s the
fact that the only full run you get to do
is on race day, in conditions completely
different from those in which you have
practiced. Gravel is ever-present on
the apexes of high-speed corners, as it’s
kicked up by other competitors cutting
the corner a bit too close (despite
warnings in every drivers’ meeting). The
grip level changes throughout the run,
as we are climbing 5000 ft in just over 10
minutes. It’s normal for the temperature
at the end of the run to be 40+ degrees
cooler than at the start of the run.
This has a very real impact on the grip
level, and you need to re-adjust for that
constantly. Any mistake you make stays
with you—kind of like it does in golf!
Whereas in a normal race, you can try
to compensate for a mistake on the next
lap, there is no next lap here, so you will
pay the price (hopefully in terms of time
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only) for any missed apexes or braking
done a little too early (or late).
Then there are the fans, many of
whom get close enough to touch your
car as you’re making your run. One
photographer was actually hit by a car
in the race this year. It’s amazing every
year that this doesn’t happen more.
The dedication needed to do this is
also not small. In addition to months
of car and driver preparation, there is at
least one week of 2 a.m. mornings, and
the added pressure of knowing you have
one and only one run to show what you
can do. This is not a race you do without
a crew, either, so multiply that by at least
4-6 people (or in Loeb’s case, 80!).
Speaking of Loeb, the budget for his
Peugeot to run this race was said to be
in the $7-$10M range. They did admit
to spending their entire LeMans budget
on Pikes Peak this year. The effort was
characterized by many as being funded
by “cubic money.” It paid off, with Seb
shattering the former record for the race
with a run of 8 minutes and 13 seconds.

The former record (set just last year) was
9 minutes and 46 seconds.
A recent development in this race
has been the impressive performances
by electric cars. This is the perfect race
for them, as they only have to run
about 10 minutes or so, massive torque
is needed, and electric motors don’t
suffer from a loss of power as they gain
altitude—a huge advantage. This year,
the electric field was filled with bigbudget efforts with top-shelf drivers
like Monster Tajima, Rod Millen, and
Greg Tracy. Monster prevailed in his
incredible eRunner Pikes Peak Special, a
multi-million-dollar car.
One of the real highlights of the
week is getting to meet up with all the
fans at Fan Fest, which is a big party in
downtown Colorado Springs, with the
cars, drivers, and 30,000+ people.
In the aftermath, there’s also all
the exposure in the press and on the
internet. A feature on my car even
appeared on Road & Track’s website this

year. This is after getting picked up by
Top Gear last year. This doesn’t happen
when I Club Race!
This was by no means a singleperson effort. A huge “Thank you” to all
the sponsors, crew, chief mechanic and
“Porsche Whisperer” Loren Southard,
and most of all my wife Kathleen, who
made this fantasy a reality.
Can’t wait for next year? Plan on
coming out and enjoying this very
unique event, if you can.

2013 PPIHC: A Record Year for Porsche
This year saw a record number of Porsche
entries on the Peak, and Porsche had the most
podium finishes of any auto manufacturer.
David Donner and Jeff Zwart pulled a second
and third in Time Attack, Robert Prilika was
third in Open, and I was second in Vintage.
AMR founder Fred Veitch had a rain- (and hail-,
and sleet-) covered run for the second year in
a row, but made it safely to the top, averaging
over 50mph in really dangerous conditions.

From top: Rod Millen (Toyota EV002) chats with David Donner (Porsche GT3 Cup) and
crew during private practice (photo by Cecil Morris); Long-time PCA racer Robert
Prilika roars up the Hill just after dawn on practice day; Sebastien Loeb celebrates his
record-shattering overall win at the bottom of the Hill, after the parade back down from
the top (photo by David Liddle).
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From the
inside out
by Cecil Morris

2.192 seconds. This was 45
seconds better than his winning
time in 2012, but the Hyundai
simply was not able to compete
with the Peugeot.

Porsche Dominates
This year was the 91st running of
In the three productionthe Pikes Peak International Hill
This article is dedicated to Michael Applehans, assistant
based classes, Time Attack,
Climb, the “Race to the Clouds,”
track manager at High Plains Raceway, who ran in Pikes
Pikes Peak Open, and Pikes
the second oldest motorsport
Peak Superbike 750. On race day, Mike went off the course
Peak Vintage, eight Porsches
race in America.
and was injured, but is okay. We wish Mike a full and
qualified, more than any other
I had been on Pikes Peak
speedy recovery. Below, Puegeot’s record-setting mountain
car manufacturer, and Porsches
before, but this was the first time
missile,
the
208
T16
(photo
by
Dave
Liddle).
were on the podium in each of
I attended the Hill Climb. I also
those three classes.
got a unique perspective on the
In Time Attack, established
race by helping (in a minimal
competitors Dave Donner and
way) as crew for my friend
Jeff Zwart took second and
Chris Lennon, who ran in the
third place in 2008 and 2007
Pikes Peak Vintage class. In this
GT3 Cup cars, respectively, even
capacity, I attended one of the
though the rain began at midpractice days for the competitors
course, above Glen Cove, by the
the week before the race as well
time Zwart ran.
as one day of private practice
The Pikes Peak Open class
with a small number of the most
ran next, and by then the rain
elite drivers.
had increased, mixed with hail
The Hill Climb is a 12.42mile course with 156 turns and ascends paving of the course focused even more at mid-course and worse up higher. In his
almost 5000 vertical feet, from 9390 feet keenly the attention of manufacturers first Hill Climb, long-time local Porsche
to the 14,110-foot summit. In addition and professional teams from around Club racer Robert Prilika took third in
to the course itself, normal challenges the world and broadened international his 2010 GT3 Cup car. Undaunted by
the conditions, Prilika set a blistering
include disparate conditions (surface exposure.
pace and advanced from fourth place in
temperatures of the pavement can vary
qualifying to beat Jeff MacPherson, who
40° from start to finish), decreasing King of the Hill
oxygen with altitude, and weather.
In 2013, Peugeot did not run in the qualified third in an 8-cylinder 914 that
The field consisted of almost 24 Hours of LeMans and instead invested bore only a vague resemblance to the
150 competitors from nearly a dozen its racing budget in a specially developed factory original.
After lengthy delays, Vintage ran last
countries, more than 60 cars and 80 car for the Hill Climb, the 208 T16 Pikes
in
wretched
conditions. Nevertheless,
bikes. The cars were divided into seven Peak, piloted by 9-time World Rally
divisions or classes: Unlimited, Time Champion Sébastien Loeb. Running in Chris Lennon of AMR took second place
Attack, Electric, Open Wheel, Pikes the Unlimited class, Loeb shattered the in his # 167 car, a 1973 911 RSR. Lennon’s
Peak Open, Exposition, and Pikes Peak world record with a time of 8 minutes car, affectionately called “Casper,” has
Vintage.
13.878 seconds and became the new a long history in the Porsche Club. It
2013 was a watershed year for the King of the Hill, taking more than one was built by RMR’s Alan Fritze and then
Hill Climb. Last year, in 2012, the final and one-half minutes off of the previous owned by others, including Jeff and Trish
portion of the course was paved. As a record of 9 minutes 46.164 seconds set Mitchell. In 2012, Lennon took 1st place
result, the 10-minute barrier was finally by Rhys Millen in 2012. The Peugeot in Small Bore Vintage. In 2013, that
broken. More importantly, it marked 208 T16 developed 875 horsepower and class was merged into a single Vintage
the beginning of great change in the was able to accelerate from 0 to 60 in class along with the big bore cars. In
race itself, beyond the surface of the about 1.5 seconds, faster than a Formula order to compete with the American
course. Although the race has long been 1 car. Loeb’s average speed through the muscle cars, Casper received a new 3.6
liter power plant, built by Dave Liddle,
international, it has been dominated by course was a breathtaking 87.471 mph.
locals and characterized by a wonderful
Rhys Millen took 2nd place in and the car was fastidiously maintained
spirit of grassroots motorsport. The final Unlimited and Overall in his Hyundai by chief mechanic Loren Southard, who
RMR PM-580-T. Millen screamed up was on Zwart’s team when he ran a GT2
22
the mountain with a time of 9 minutes on the Hill.

While it may be the Autumnal Equinox weekend, don’t despair, because your summer driving continues
Caribbean style! Join your friends, PCA members, and other “car people” by heading out to High Plains Raceway
on Sept. 21-22 for a weekend of fun and German-car action! It’s a great time of the year to drive; the track surface
temperature is not too hot and the size of each of the run groups may be a little smaller than in spring (where do all
of those cars come from each April?), which allows you a little more track space to focus on what your car is telling
you and fine tune your driving. Of course, the club’s Driving Instructors will be there to ride with you if you want,
to share their great insight on helping you improve your skills and safely drive your car to new limits.
Saturday night’s Beer:30 will have a Caribbean theme, of course, and promises to be lots of fun! Sunday’s driving
will end with the last official timed runs of the season. The results, posted for all to see online and in HighGear,
will be your personal, unequivocal bragging rights throughout the club’s winter season and socials! Contributions
for the “Taste of the Track” noontime rides benefit Douglas County Partners (part of Metro Partners of Denver), who
provide mentors for at-risk kids. Caribbean Summer III is proudly sponsored by Eisenbuds of Denver.

Registration for the DE is open now on www.motorsportreg.com. Pre-tech inspections
will be held on Sept. 11. Look for your reminder emails and we’ll see you at HPR! If you
have any questions, contact the Event Chairs: Rob Heath (robheath912@gmail.com)
and Wade Middleton (wademiddletonco@gmail.com).
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Don’t despair when autumn is in the air. Celebrate in the traditional German way –
OktoberFAST is back again this year! Yes, that’s right; it’s your chance to head out to High
Plains Raceway for the last DE of 2013. Join other PCA members for all things German:
fast cars, no speed limits, the oom-pah-pah of Bavarian music and Beer:30 featuring a tasty
selection of German beer and wine. Mark Oct. 19-20 on your calendars now so you don’t forget!
OktoberFAST is a No Times DE with paid corner workers which means lots of track time.
Sign up early so you don’t miss out. This will be the time you’ll fondly remember when the snow
is on the ground and the Porsche is tucked snugly in the garage, so don’t wait until the last minute.
Details on registration, costs, and tech inspection dates will be in email, Facebook, and HighGear.
Last year’s participants received a highly-sought-after shirt, and this year we are creating another
unique one to add to your collection, but you’ll have to sign up for OktoberFAST to get yours. This year’s
shirt theme is the 50th anniversary of the 911.
We will also be running a food drive and have noontime rides on the track with all proceeds
benefiting the Bienvenidos Food Bank in Denver (www.bienvenidosfoodbank.org). Please bring
canned goods and non-perishable food items out to the track with you and we’ll get it to the
food bank.
You can always visit www.highplainsraceway.com or check out some of the videos of other
driver’s laps on YouTube to get ready. As always, registration will be online at www.motorsportreg.com
and will open in late August. Contact event chairs, Bill Emery at emery@Colorado.EDU (720-352-3004)
or Dale Hartzell at dahartzco@msn.com (303-641-0056), with any questions.
SEPTEMBER 2013
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In the spotlight

Overt obsession with a most precious possession
Richard Kessel, Owner & Author

You know you have a problem when
you can recite your car’s VIN but have
to look up your wife’s cell number.
9119302424 is a 1979 911 SC
that belonged to my friend Jody.
She purchased it from Storz Garage
in 1985 and drove it rain, shine or
blizzard. And she drove it hard (I have
receipts for two clutch replacements).
When she was diagnosed with breast
cancer in 1998, her 911 was acting up
and she was forced to ride the bus to
chemotherapy.
Facing the challenges of the
disease, she did the unthinkable: She
leased an SUV and gave the Porsche
to my daughter. In her words, “Every
girl should own a Porsche once in her
life.” My daughter, whose middle
name happens to be Cararra (our
spelling), was three years
old at the time, so the
condition was that I fix it
up for her.
My first time driving
a 911 was when I drove
the car home. Knowing
nothing about what I was
getting into didn’t stop
me from immediately
disassembling the car.
Since the car would be
in the family for at least
two generations, I figured
I would spare no expense
in my restoration.
I
remember
actually
telling my wife that I
could replace every part
for half the cost of a new
Carrera. If a part could
be removed, I removed it.
Funny thing about
automobile restoration:
It is relatively easy and
inexpensive to take one
apart,
but
infinitely
harder and more expensive to put it
back together. It was at this point that
I came across The Gold-plated Porsche

and realized that my “no expense
spared” restoration was a suicide
mission.
What started as a Germandelivery
Oak
Green
Metallic sunroof-delete
coupe with full black
leather interior and sport
seats was now a basement
full of parts. Trivia fact:
There are 2,468 nuts,
bolts, and screws on a
‘79 SC. After having the
shell media blasted and
painted 1996 Iris Blue, I
began what can only be
described as a nightmare
of addiction.
The obsession was
all-consuming.
Every
part had to be replated,
replaced,
or
powder
coated. Even the nuts
that attached the dash
pad. I spent money I
didn’t have while telling
myself it was justified
and lying to my wife
about the true costs.
Like an alcoholic on a
bender, I was myopic
until I inevitably crashed. Six to nine
months of bingeing was followed by a
few months of sobriety when I would
try to mend fences and avoid the
garage. Eventually the pull was too

The obsession was
all consuming.
Every part had
to be replated,
replaced, or
powder coated.
Even the nuts
that attached the
dash pad. I spent
money I didn’t
have while telling
myself it was
justified and lying
to my wife about
the true costs.
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much and I would be drawn back in
for another round.
Jody died January 1, 2005. She
had moved to Albuquerque to be near
family, but her Colorado friends held
a remembrance that spring on what
would have been her 48th birthday.
I was late because of work, so
when I arrived they were going around
the amphitheater telling favorite Jody
stories. Every person mentioned the
Porsche. In fact, I think half of them
knew her because of the car, usually
with her initiating the conversation
with “My car won’t start, will you give
me a ride home?” or “You’re a guy. Do
you know how to work on cars?” They
spoke of “Jody and the Porsche” as if
they were a married couple. Because
they had already passed where I was
sitting, no one present knew that I
had the car.
My saving grace, and the guy
I only half-jokingly refer to as my
sponsor, came when I reached out to
Steve Weiner at Rennsport Systems
in Portland, OR. Using nothing but
email and the occasional phone call,
he guided me through the process of
putting the car back together.
Other than the paint and
bodywork, I’ve done all the work
myself. A neurotic introvert, I politely
declined all well-intended offers of
assistance. It was me against the car,
mano-a-mano.

But beaten and broken, in 2008,
I had to admit defeat. After twice
replacing the rear main seal, I could
not get it to hold oil long enough
to start the engine. I had it towed to
Eurosport Ltd and told them to call
when it was running. It turned out
that the shop that cleaned the crank
had forgotten to replace the plug on
the flywheel flange. After 3,132 days
apart, “The Porsche,” as it is known
around our house, roared back to life
and I was able to drive it home a few
days later.
The engine is a short-stroke 3.2
with modified S cams, PMOs, and
goodies such as RSR head studs,
ARP rod bolts, and titanium valve
spring retainers necessary to hold it
together to 7,300 RPM. It features
custom JE pistons, twin plug heads,
and a converted 964 distributor.
GHL custom-fabricated a set of 1
5/8” stainless steel headers and heat
exchangers that bolt to a factoryspaced
dual-in/dual-out
Monte
muffler. All oil cooling is handled by
Elephant Racing parts. I used new
OEM A-arms up front, replaced all the
rear suspension bushings, had Smart
Racing re-valve the factory Bilsteins,
installed their adjustable anti-roll
bar up front, put turbo torsion bars
in the rear, and managed to squeeze
Brembo GTP brakes all around. The
brakes are so big that even with the
944 Turbo 7x16 Fuchses up front, the

calipers required some bench grinder
finesse to fit. On the plus side, they
are guaranteed to separate you from
your contact lenses.
But it has not been happily
ever after. Kinks still had to be
sorted out. Lots of them. Despite
completing 99.95% of the project on
my own, the fact that I had to have
the professionals at Eurosport Ltd.
finish it for me was a major blow to
my ego. I was emotionally spent and
had little desire to tinker. Rather than
enjoyment, the sight of the car only
caused more depression.
It took first place in the novice
class at the 2011 Concours d’Elegance,
but only because I had put just 1,000
miles on it in three years. People
assume that I don’t drive it because
it is so perfect. The truth is that I
don’t drive it because I see it as so
flawed. When people fawn over it
I’m horrified, convinced that they

are too polite to point out the creases
in the leather dash that I spent two
weeks straightening and recovering
or the scratches on the front valance
I caused when stubbornly trying to
install it without assistance. Porsche
Club people scare the crap out of me.
But I resolved to attend my first
club event this year. My daughter,
now 16, and I both participated in the
autocross training event in May, but
were forced to leave early because of
an ominous thumping sound from
the right rear. As has become my
custom, I closed the garage door and
walked away for a couple of months.
Also as usual, Steve helped me pick
my head up and diagnose and repair
the problem.
A trouble-free run up Highway
40 to Granby has me again
contemplating using it as a daily
driver. I am frequently asked if I still
intend to give the car to my daughter.
The answer is yes, but when is another
question. Until then, I suggested that
we try to find her one of those license
plate frames from the 80s that reads,
“My Other Car is a Porsche.”
SEPTEMBER 2013
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Annual Peak-to-Peak Tour once again proves to be
one of the most popular of the RMR summer agenda
by David Schmidt
Over 100 RMR members and 60-plus Porsches took part in
the annual Peak-to-Peak Scenic Tour with Brunch at the
Stanley Hotel in Estes Park on Saturday, July 27th. It was a
serene gathering and a wonderful event for all.
According to RMR Regional Social Coordinator Erik
Behrendsen, this was one of the best tours yet. “The brunch
this year was nicely upgraded by the staff at the Stanley.
Great food and great weather made for a great tour. It was
nice to see so many first-timers take part in what is always
our biggest drive of the season. My thanks to all those who
participated, as well as 3Zero3 for letting us assemble at their
place in Wheat Ridge and also to Andre Nieuwenhuizen for
helping me, as always, with this event.”
A private parking lot and a private room inside the
historic hotel was set aside just for the Porsche people. After
brunch, which was a fabulous spread of fantastic food, the
hotel manager allowed two club cars to be photographed in
front of the Stanley, infamous for its ties to Stephen King’s
most popular book, The Shining. There is no driveway
directly in front of the resort, so it was a special honor to be
allowed to drive a couple of cars on the sidewalk and into
position for the photo. And it quickly attracted a throng of
curious on-lookers.

“I asked the manager if we could do a photo-op
with a couple cars in front of the hotel,” Erik explained.
“They had a private wedding going on and lots of people
just wandering around, so I was really surprised when he
granted us permission. So we scrambled to put together
two cars that really represented Porsche and our club in the
best, most unique way. It quickly became evident to put
our oldest and newest cars together and the photo (below)
by Mike Pappas turned out amazing. How fortunate that
Heidi Frisch and Franny Brodigan decided to bring their
1958 356 Cabriolet on the tour as well as Bob and Andrea
Cowart who just purschased their 991 S a few weeks ago.
It’s Bob’s first Porsche and his first event with our club.”
The Cowarts were impressed by their introduction to
the RMR-PCA club. “Andrea and I had a blast at the gettogether in Estes Park
at the Stanley hotel,”
Bob said.
“What a
fun group! Thanks for
selecting my car for the
photo shoot. I was really
honored.”
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The 7th Annual Drive for the Kids tour to benefit the
Children’s Hospital Colorado Sports Program for
children with physical disabilities will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 7th.
The Denver Round Table, the Rocky Mountain
Region-Porsche Club of America, and the Rocky
Mountain Jaguar Club will kick off the 7th Annual
Drive for the Kids, which is sponsored by Woodward
Wealth Management.
On Saturday, the caravan of 40-50 cars will start
in the historic mining town of Idaho Springs with
breakfast at the Buffalo Restaurant & Bar, followed
by a secret lunch location deep in the mountains,
after which you can choose to continue towards
the final destination of Crested Butte Mountain
Resort or head back to Denver.
On Sunday, Crested Butte offers the Annual Fall
Festival of Beers and Chili Cook-off, a zip line, bike
rentals, shopping and galleries. The Denver Round
Table’s goal is to provide a relaxing mini-vacation
with two full days of scenic driving, great food,
beautiful accommodations, lively conversation
with other participants, all while supporting our
youth-oriented charities.
This tour is open to all makes and models
of vehicles, and membership in a car club is not
required. Note that there are no administrative
costs charged to this event and therefore 100% of
the net proceeds is distributed to The Children’s
Hospital Colorado Sports Program. Sponsorships at
all levels are still available and silent auction items
are always welcome. RMR has been a sponsor of
this event since its inception and the past events
have raised over $100,000!
Register online at denverroundtable.net.
Special rates of $134.00 are available at the
Crested Butte Mountain Resort just for this event.
Reservations by phone can be made by calling
1-888-443-6715; use code “Drive for the Kids”.

Broadmoor Brunch “Fall Foliage” Drive/Tour
8:00am, September 15
The leaves will be turning as we ascend into the high country with our
Porsches, our palates readied by the thoughts of the gastronomical
smorgasbord that awaits at our journey’s end. If you haven’t been to
Sunday brunch at the Broadmoor’s Lakeview Terrace, you haven’t had
brunch! Food as far as the eye can see, carving stations everywhere,
chocolate flowing from a fountain. These are just some of the joys
that await us for this annual event of the RMR Porsche Club.
Please join us on Sept. 15, 2013. Reservations are required, and
can be obtained at www.motorsportreg.com. This prestigious event
is limited to the first 80 participants and it sells out every year, so
please register early to be assured a place at the most spectacular
brunch in all of Colorado.
When: September 15, 2013, 8:00 a.m.
Where: We will meet at the Village Inn restaurant parking lot
		
at 4100 E. Mexico Ave., Denver, CO 80222

Event Registration

Cyndi Mumm: 303-805-1644, cyndi.mumm@comcast.net

Sponsorships and Questions

Steve Wright: 720-985-6696, swright937@aol.com

Silent Auction Donations

Bob Tiddens: 303-204-7814, rtiddens@comcast.net
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photo by Franny Brodigan
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Don’t be a bored member! Instead,

BE A BOARD MEMBER!
The Nominating Committee is extending an invitation to any
active member of RMR interested in helping with the decisionmaking process of our club. Simply submit a brief resume to
Kathy Fricke at katfricke@msn.com or call her at 303-499-6540.
We need to fill four open RMR Board Of Directors positions:
2nd Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Chair.
Our deadline for submissions is Monday, Sept. 9th, so please
hurry! The Nominating Committee will assist all those who are
interested in joining our Board. It’s a great experience!
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In the zone
Liz Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative

T

he months leading
up to July were very
busy for me on a
local and national
level, but then after
Parade, things slowed down
with my involvement.
I attended the Die
Serie #7 autocross hosted
by the Roadrunner Region,
at NAPA Speedway, west
of Albuquerque. There are
only two tracks in New
Mexico and it’s always a
treat to be able to get out
on those tracks at least once
a year. The participation
was somewhat light, so
the corner workers got a
workout picking up cones!
Elsewhere in Zone 9,
the Regions were busy with
socials, tours, autocrosses, tech sessions and DEs. Alpine
Mountain Region’s tour specialists, Chris and Kathleen
Lennon, led an interesting tour to Saratoga, Wyoming.
Unfortunately, I could not join them, but Chris reported
that it was highly successful and everyone had a great
time. The group had breakfast in Monument, lunch in
Laramie, and after a scenic drive, dinner at the Platte River
Community Center. After a night in Saratoga at a resort

with natural hot springs, the
group headed to Steamboat
Springs, CO for lunch and
then back home!
On a sad note, the
Roadrunner Region lost one
of its long-time members
and contributors. Bill Agnew
passed away on July 28 at his
home in Pojoaque and will be
missed by all. From 2008 to
2010, Bill was the Technical
Editor for the Roadrunner
Region Ramblings. He was
also a contributor to the
newsletter in other years,
and he served as a Director
with the Santa Fe Concorso.
Our condolences go out to
Bill’s family and his many
friends.
Coming up for August
and September––PCA Club Racing in both Colorado and
Utah, long-standing club events (Roadrunner Region’s 43rd
Annual Corrales Round-up), tours, socials, and autocrosses.
There are lots of opportunities to attend regional events
and vie for the coveted Zone 9 Challenge Cup! I’m going to
volunteer for the Club Race at High Plains Raceway and I’m
really looking forward to it, as it’s been several years since
I’ve attended a Club Race.

Porsche owners rally for severely injured service members
The second annual Wounded Warrior event was again a success despite threatening weather. The skies darkened but it
never rained on the spirit of the charity event. Leading the pack was the valiant effort of the 356 Car Club members from
the Denver area with a number of 356s making the trek down to Porsche of Colorado Springs. Also in attendance was a
contingency from RMR and AMR totaling 33 cars in all. Burgers and hot dogs were served with all
proceeds going to one of the most important charities in our community.
This year we also received a donation of a 1984 Porsche 944 from Joyce Campbell and Greg
Rodgers of Monument. Joyce’s husband was the chief editor of Stars and Stripes (the US Armed
Forces newspaper) for many years and also served as Gen. George Patton’s press secretary in
WW2! Thank you Joyce and Greg!
All funds raised this year totaled just over $3000.00! Thank you to everyone who made
contributions! Porsche of Colorado Springs looks forward to hosting the 3rd Annual
Wounded Warrior car show next year and we hope to see our number rise!

David Petitti, Service Manager, Porsche of Colorado Springs
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Classifieds
Classified ads are free to RMR/PCA members
for items personally owned by the member.
No commercial ads. Ads for non-members
are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR
Treasurer - Roger Buswell, 1200 Greenwood
Lane, Castle Rock, CO 80104). Ads must be
75 words or less. Deadline for classified ad
submission is the 15th of the previous month.
Member ads will run for two issues. Ads
will also appear with an optional photo on
the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

porsche cars
2004 911 Carrera Coupe - 47,500
miles. 6-speed manual, seal gray/blk,
sport suspension, xenon headlights, PSM,
clear bra and car cover. 47,500 miles.
Immaculate: always garaged, never
tracked or autocrossed. One owner/one
driver. Driven responsibly & correctly by a
long-time enthusiast. This is an exceptional
996 & great value! $32,000. Contact: Bob
Mallory, Longmont, CO, 303-444-9365/
rrmallory@comcast.net. [Aug]
2001 996TT - Silver with black supple
leather interior, 6-speed manual, sunroof,
xenons, CD, recent mats, white gauges,
carbon fibre console, otherwise stock,
very good condition inside and out, owned
last 6 years, most of service history, call for
photos, on TX plates (will convert to CO),
just moved to the mountains and realize
this is not its natural habitat! Evergreen
CO, Niul 817-773-5197, niulburton@yahoo.
com. [Sep]
1997 Porsche Carrera Cabriolet (993)
- Exceptional in Ocean Metallic Blue
over Grey interior. 59,600 mi. Six-speed
manual, factory Aero Kit. Two keys. Always
Garaged. Denver car. Alpine CDA-9857
Radio-CD with X-Treme speakers, JL Audio
e4300, 4-Channel Amp. Wheels: Porsche
Badge Bright Satin, (2)18x8.5 SSR GT3,
(2) 18x10 SSR GT3 and TPC Supercharger
kit (installed Feb 2007, $11,199), flawless
function.
Fluids at 58,600.    New
Windshield at 56,800. Following NEW: Boot
(2-2012 $386), rear tires at 57,100. Dave at
719-239-0085. [Sep]
1985 911 Carrera Coupe - Under 114k miles,
3.2 Liter, Prussian Blue w/ tan and black
leather; power seats, cruise, sunroof, Sony
CD, Bilstein Sport shocks, turbo tie rods,
racing torsion bars, Euro-spec ride height,
corner balanced, new rotors front and rear,
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new BS lines, new Hawk pads, A/C: R134
upgrade, K&N, Mobil 1, 15-yr owner, nonsmoker. Always garaged. Asking $19,900.
Boulder. Contact: Bob Bobwientzen1@
comcast.net, h) 303-494-5433 c) 720-2018125. [Sep]
1976 complete 924 for sale - does not
run, looks to be in need of fuel system
work. Everything else there. Straight body
and doors . All for $1400.00. Call 303-8380067 or email soothappens@earthlink.
net. This car was part of an estate
package. [Aug]
951 Turbo Track Car - Fully prepared 2.5
Liter 944 turbo. Full rotisserie build with
too much to list here. 375 RWHP @ 17 lbs
(very conservative); well over 400 at 21
lbs. Fresh Lindsey Racing engine & turbo;
fully race prepped & fresh 968 transaxle by
Carquip. PCA, SCCA, NASA, & SWMS log
books. Retired – not being driven - $24k (1/3
of investment). Trailer available separately.
Rdpatt951@gmail.com for much more
detailed information. [Aug]

wheels/tires
4 Porsche Cup Rims with Hankook tires Both are in great condition. Front 7.5” X 17”   
51/2” Offset, Rear   9”   X 17”    53/4 “ Offset.
$1,200. Porsche inflatable spare tire, $75.
Wally Weart, 303-955-8167. [Aug]

Four (4) Porsche 17-inch replica Cup
3 turbo-twist-style wheels - Made in
Italy: 2 – 7.5J x 17 H2 (ET52), 2 – 9J x 17
H2 (ET47). Porsche crests included in sale!
Fit ‘87 and up 944s, ‘86 and up 928s, 19902003 narrow-body 911(964-996). These are
in beautiful condition - no curb rash and
ready to roll. $500.00. Call David at 720283-2582. [Sep]

miscellaneous
2009 Audi A3 S-line - 2.0L turbocharged
all wheel drive quattro. Metallic gray
with gray leather interior. 43,100 miles,
excellent condition. Dual clutch automatic
transmission with paddle shifters.
Four new Blizzak winter tires included.
Recently serviced and includes one
free dealer service under extended
warranty. Service records available since
new. WAUKF78P59A015759. $19,900 OBO.
Contact Mike or Gennie Hemingway at
mandgh@msn.com or 303-979-4882. [Sep]
3-Liter motor for sale - Perfect for track or
a high-performance street car. Built stock
for longevity, with 964+ cams from Elgin,
big port CIS and heads. Top end re-done
with all new valves, guides, seals, valve
job, etc. About 40 hours on motor since
this work. Dynoed at 176 hp to the wheels
(adjusted to sea level). The car won many
races with this motor in it. $8k. cjlennon@
comcast.net. [Sep]

An invitation to a demonstration of exhilaration
by Roger Buswell with contributions by Erik Behrendsen

It started with an email, one I nearly deleted. It was from
Porsche Cars North America inviting me to the Porsche
World Roadshow at Pikes Peak International Raceway on
July 13-14. Plus, I could invite a guest!
My wife, Deneen, isn’t a car
person so I considered who might
be the perfect guest. I immediately
thought of my good friend and fellow
RMR-PCA and Porsche Breakfast Club
compatriot, Erik Behrendsen.
His
email reply affirmed that he’d love
to go, assuming that we could make
schedules work. His exotic car dream
drive business is booming and the
summer months are his salad days. It was agreed that the
Saturday afternoon slot (for three hours) would work great.
Erik met me in Castle Rock so we could drive together,
and we arrived at the track with time to spare. It was overcast
with a rare funnel cloud being spotted over Pikes Peak that
morning and it rained lightly a few times. There were several
new Porsches on static display in front of an imposing, ultra
modern big-top style tent. Inside, the tent was divided into a
large welcome area with a check-in counter, a 991 on display,
a snack and beverage bar, and another counter where one
could buy memorabilia at good prices, while the other half
of the tent was in a theater with comfortable chairs and a
high-tech A/V setup with excellent air conditioning. There
were about 70 guest drivers. In the theater, we were briefed
for about 15 minutes on the structure and guidelines of the
Roadshow and how we might go about buying and financing
a new Porsche if that was our burning desire. This was the
only overt message that the Roadshow was about selling new
cars. We were always treated like valued guests with zero
pressure. We also learned that all the cars we drove were
heavily optioned and Tiptronic/PDK-equipped but that there
were no Turbos for us to drive (rats!).
The driving time was divided between “Technology” and
“Lead-Follow.” Erik and I were assigned to the Technology
session first. After a brief walk outside the racetrack, we
found an oversized autocross-style course with four cars; a
Panamera S Hybrid, a Panamera 4S, a traditional Cayenne
and a diesel Cayenne. The purpose was to contrast and
compare technologies.
Each invitee and guest drove together in all four cars
with a Porsche Driving School instructor riding shotgun.
Serendipity was found when one of the school instructors
was our very own RMR member, professional driving coach
and champion racer Joe Rothman. Fortunately for us, Joe
was instructing in the 4S, easily the fastest car available.
We were coached on how to coax the car to perform at its
peak. The other instructors seemed to be there to keep us
from crashing and to conserve the tires. All four cars were
impressive and I’m confident that any enthusiast would be
delighted to own one or all of them. I liked the 4S best since
the performance was most like a sports car.
Next came “Lead-Follow”. This took place on the PPIR
road course. If you are unfamiliar with PPIR, the road course
covers about four-fifths of the banked tri-oval with the rest

driven on a six-corner infield road course. It is both fun and
fast. The stable was made up of a standard Cayman, a 991
Carrera, a Cayman S, and a Carrera 4S in that order.
Driving together again for three laps each, but now
without an instructor, our job was to mimic the instructordriven lead car as closely as possible.
I had a little mishap at the beginning
of the session when I tried to strap
on a helmet with my wire-rim glasses
still on, my usual procedure. One lens
popped out when the frame came
apart after losing the tiny screw. The
Roadshow staff immediately jumped
into action and commandeered some
electrical tape which meant I could
patch it all together long enough to
drive (but looking even geekier than normal).
I missed the Cayman S session so Erik drove both legs.
Driving the other three legs was great. Since all four cars were
following in single file, we were restricted by the car (really
the driver) in front of us. There were several opportunities
to experience the cars’ tremendous handling and speed but
it definitely was not like open lapping. We were instructed
to leave most of the electronic nannies on for safety reasons
but it was still exciting. With PDK and all the electronic
“helpers” it felt like an extremely fast Sunday drive … safe
and smooth.
It was clear that an average driver could improve to
very fast times in short order because the cars are just that
good. It also became clear why the 991 4S was the last car;
to keep its enormous performance in check. For me, the
PDK set in Sport mode was both amazing and disappointing.
During the lightning fast shifting on the road course, PDK
was clairvoyant … always the right gear at exactly the right
moment. But when accelerating hard onto the oval, the
gearbox made harsh clunk upshifts, like a 1960s two-speed
Powerglide. All of the cars did the same thing so I think that
is normal. Still, it is hard to believe that it’s really faster to
shift that way.
As with the first session, any of the sports cars would
be a welcome addition. All of them are magnificent but
my favorite wasn’t the fastest this time, it was the standard
Cayman. It had the least electronic wizardry and was the
lightest. I felt like I could really drive the car with its perfectly
balanced mid-engine handling. I might have preferred the
Cayman S had I been able to drive it. Erik favored the fastest
car, the 991 4S, even though it was frustrating to be at the
back of the pack behind less speedy cars and drivers. After
collecting our genuine Porsche parting gift and departing
north on I-25, Erik was already planning how he might drive
a 4S with fewer restrictions.
Both of us felt it was time more than well spent. It was
pure joy and oozed Porsche class. We are both thankful to
Prestige Imports, Stevinson Porsche, and Porsche of Colorado
Springs for bankrolling the event locally. My friend, Justin
Adis, who is the GM at Prestige, told me he wasn’t totally
sure how I made the invitation list since it is compiled by
PCNA but I am so glad I did. If you are ever invited, don’t
hesitate. Just say, “Yes.”
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I get around
Dick Badler, RMR/PCA Columnist

What was that?
Are you like me? Say you’re traipsing
down the street, lost in your own
thoughts, and ... you hear it, the blat
of a highly tuned, high-output voiture
du sport.
Your head does an immediate
snap swivel. Just like what happens
when the doctor taps your knee with
his hammer. And you peer, this way,
that way, for where that glorious
sound is coming from.
If you’re really good, you’ve
already concluded that the exhaust
note is coming from a flat-plane
crankshaft, or a turbo flat six, or a
vintage four-banger. You look, and
look, and there it is. Cool. Bingo.
Chalk it up.
In Denver, this involuntary tic
once led me to glance up and outside
a restaurant to see a Ferrari Enzo, red,
just tootling down a side street ... the
only time I’ve ever seen one in actual
motion on the road.
Another time, I heard something
... my neck swiveled ... and I spotted
... a Veyron in motion. Triple black.
I was able to follow on foot, and
saw that the thing was pulling up
to a local Marriott. But by the time
I got to the front door of the hotel,
the driver was gone. So I asked the
doorman who was driving. Some rock
star? Sports hero? Celebrity? “No,”
he said, “some guy. He just parked it
and went in.”
In LA a few months ago, I was
cruising in traffic in a rental on Santa
Monica Boulevard from the 405,
on my way to West LA on a Sunday
morning to meet my daughter and
son-in-law for brunch, and when I
got to the cross streets that exit from
Beverly Hills, what passed across my
bow? An Aventador.
Then there was the Vector in
Santa Monica a few years ago. And
the Blower Bentley in Laguna Beach,
with a Colorado Grand sticker on it.
Parked at a meter, like the guy was
about to come back with his Starbucks
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frappe. I have a photo of this one.
I know, I know, what you see in
ten seconds in Monterey in August
trumps my spottings to smithereens.
But I haven’t made it to Monterey
in August ... yet. I’m still adding
to my own list. And, besides, you
expect it there. Even though a high
percentage of high-dollar exotics and
classics were probably trucked in, and
never went anywhere. I think it’s
much more fun when the spotting is
a chance dichotomy with everyday
vehicular conveyances. In the real
world. When you least expect it.
So, when I spent a week in Paris
last month, I kept a list.
Now, understand, Paris is, in my
considered opinion, the finest walking
city on earth. Wherever you look, it’s
the best picture postcard you’ve ever
seen.
But the streets are chock-ablock with mini-hatches.
Smarts.
The Toyota version. And a sea of
econoboxes we don’t see here—
Seats, Skodas, Citroens, Peugeots,
creating hardly enough room for all
the scooters—including those crazy
Piaggios with the two front wheels—
to squeeze to the front of the queue at
every stoplight.
Which made it all the more
startling when, my first of three and
a half days on foot, I watched as a
vintage Bugatti, bleu, Type 35, je crois,
literally wheezed into this miasma.
Mind you, this was a weekday
morning.
And it made the Audi R8, white,
look all the more startling, later in the
day. The same goes for the MGB GT,
BRG, and the ‘30s Citroen, black. All
in the traffic zoo. Where were they
going? Why?
Day two saw a 599 GTB, fly yellow,
a red 328 GTS, with the top on. This
one I admired for quite a while. My
foot speed was about the same as his,
along the Quay d’Orsay.
Let me make something clear.

There were plenty of Porsches, mostly
911s and Boxsters. They were easy to
spot. You just looked for something
squat in a sea of shrunken panel
trucks that seem like they’ll tip over
in a crosswind. I didn’t even bother
to write them down.
No, what stopped me in my
tracks was the Caterham on day three,
brushed metal body, that big number
7 painted in the front radiator grill.
Just immaculate. Then I saw another
599. And a few Astons.
When I passed Avanti Motorsports,
near the Eiffel Tower, I discovered
that anyone in Paris can join in the
fun, if they have the means. In their
showroom were a 356 coupe, baby
blue, a Healey 3000, a real 289 Cobra,
with two exhaust pipes exiting just
behind the passenger door ... and
what sure looked like a real D-Type
Jag, fin behind the cockpit and all. I
didn’t go in to verify. I was moving
on foot, in Paris.
I know, I shouldn’t count these,
they weren’t actually on the street.
But, hey, this was in a business/
residential quartier, adjacent to a
patisserie and a clothing boutique.
The last day, another Caterham,
BRG, with a couple inside, inching
up the Rue de Rennes. All I could
think of was, where do they put their
shopping bags?
A
few
nutty
“voitures
américaines.” A Cadillac Fleetwood
Brougham, one or two ‘80s Mustangs,
a C-4 Vette, with the Euromarket
license plate wrapped around the
American-size inlay. What do these
people do for parts?
I didn’t have a clue. I was too
busy, adding to my list of cool cars, on
foot, in Paris, the greatest walking city
on earth.
The next time you’re out and
about in a big city, I’d like to tell you
to look and listen. But, if you’re like
me, I don’t think I have to. Just don’t
stop, you’re making good time.

Blood Drive on behalf of
RMR’s own Jerry Schouten
at all Bonfils Blood Centers

This month’s random
question asked to five
random members:

“Of all the premium
sports cars you
could’ve had, what
made you choose to
own a Porsche?”

Jerry Schouten, long time Rocky Mountain Region PCA
member, was involved in an accident at High Plains
Raceway this past weekend during a PCA Club Race. A blood
drive has been organized on behalf of Jerry through Bonfils
Blood Center. The group donation should be set up in their
system and ready for donations as of Monday, August 26th.

Douglas Palm

How to donate
Reference Group Number 7208. This is the group
number that our friends and PCA members will reference
when going into a donor center to donate blood on behalf
of Jerry Schouten.

Community Donation Center Locations
A list of donor centers in Colorado can be found by
going to the Bonfils Blood Center Directory. There are
seven locations in the Denver area as well as a center in
Pueblo.
Note: RMR members and friends must go to a donor
center, not one of the mobile units out in the field such as
those you find at a business or church. Those drives have
their own specific number.
For anyone outside of Colorado, please know that the
need for blood is constant and when you donate, you will
be replenishing your own state’s blood supply. For every
unit of blood donated, three lives are enhanced and/or
saved and almost every two seconds someone in the U.S.
needs a blood transfusion.
So, if Jerry’s friends from out of state would like to
do something for him, this would be a very generous
gesture. They may visit the American Red Cross in their
regional area and help save a life.
In the meantime, Jerry’s wife, Arnette, requests that we
all send cards to Jerry. She sits by his bedside and reads these
cards to him and he’ll even give a little smile on occasion.
Please send your cards to

University Hospital Burn Center
12605 E 16th Ave
Room 320 / Jerry Schouten
Aurora, CO 80045
Please take a little time to donate blood in the name of
our good friend and fellow PCA member, Jerry Schouten.
Sincerely,
Your RMR Board of Directors and ‘13 Club Race Chairs,
Brian Leary and Vicki Earnshaw

“My first one was a brand new 944 in ‘83
which was a lot of car for the money back
in the day. In the cars I’ve bought since,
there’s just something intangible about the
driving quality and performance. Following
sports car racing made me want what
some of those 956s and 911s had.”

David Paul

“I was hooked on the Boxster the first time
I test drove one even though I was looking
at Corvettes at the time. I loved the wail of
the engine behind my ears.”

Ernest Nitka

“I was in Stuttgart in 1977 and we were
supposed to go the Mercedes factory, but
they were closed for tours so my friends
said I should go to Porsche instead and
I just fell in love with seeing how they’re
built and the sound they make is just awesome. I just knew I had to have one.”

Leslie Carlson

“We have several Porsches and I love
them all because they’re just so beautiful,
sporty and fast.”

Bob Cowart

“About four months ago, I had put a
deposit down for a new Viper GTS but
they were delayed out of the factory and
I got frustrated waiting so I went down to
Stevinson and drove their demo model all
day and really wrung it out. I cancelled
the Viper and ordered my Porsche 991 S
exactly the way ISEPTEMBER
wanted.”
2013
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Monthly board meetings are always open to club members. See the
list of upcoming events (next page) for schedule. You may contact
the entire board at board@rmrporscheclub.com. To volunteer to be
an RMR Board member, submit your intent by September so the
Nomination Committee can add you to the ballot in October for club
voting in November. Most positions are two-year terms.

Region coordinators
Charity/Good Works
Luann Dodge: charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Chief Driving Instructor
Doug Bartlett: 970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net
Control Chief
George Strimbug: 303.726.5567, strimbug@gmail.com
Equipment
Keith Hall: 303.940.7958, keith_hal@msn.com
Historian
Amy Legg-Rogers: 970.686.0538, a1queen@frii.com
Insurance
Troy Nakatani: 720.402.1080, troy_n@yahoo.com
Programs/Socials
Erik Behrendsen: 303.840.7361, ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Registration
Tim Bevan: 817.304.0624, tim@oemparthaus.com
Safety
Todd Nelson: 970.223.8716, nelsrats@mesanetworks.net
Tech Inspection
Tommy Dean: 303.548.0931, tedean@mac.com
Timing
Joe Warren: 303.604.1289, warrenjoee@comcast.net
Webmaster
Scott Rogers: 970.686.0538, scottr@wirestone.com
Zone 9 Representative
Liz Shaw: 575.829.4392, lizshawsf@msn.com

Technical resources
The following members are specialists with expert knowledge of specific
Porsche models. Contact them with questions about your Porsche.

356
Jim Kellogg: 303.840.2356, twingril62@aol.com
911
John Haley: 303.798.2177, no email given
912
Rob Heath: 303.995.1147, robheath912@gmail.com
914
Dale Tuety: 303.670.1279, d2t@aol.com
924
Dan Semborski: 303.420.2708, dansemborski@yahoo.com
928
Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist and help others!
944
Richard Winnick: 303.429.5213, rewinnick@cs.com
968
Zach Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com
Boxster/Cayman
Doug Bartlett: 970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net

36Cayenne

Steve Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com

RMR-PCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CAMA Representative
Walt Fricke: 303.499.6540, walterfricke@msn.com

President

Rick Gonçalves
president@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.697.1960

Vice President

Jim Widrig
1stvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com
H:303.655.7495
C: 720.883.6071

Second
Vice President

John Mackin
2ndvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com
H:303.665.9579
C: 303.641.6479

Treasurer

Roger Buswell
treasurer@rmrporscheclub.com
W: 303.660.6199

Secretary

Scott Henderson
secretary@rmrporscheclub.com
C: 303.521.9007

Membership Chair

Nancy Warren
membership@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.604.1289

Newsletter Editor

David Schmidt
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com
C: 303.662.1162

Past President

Rex Heck
pastpresident@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.841.8124

What we do

Upcoming events

Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in
your Porsche by particip ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech
sessions, car shows and more.

DRIVING EVENTS
Tour
A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which
participants follow a given route to a destination
(which may or may not be known in advance). A tour
may vary in length from a day trip to a long weekend
with an overnight stay or two. Tours usually follow
scenic routes (which are plentiful in Colorado) and/
or visit interesting or obscure destinations. Tours are
sometimes combined with rallies to add variety and
a dose of competition to the event.
RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR
typically offers several. A number of tours are
usually offered at Porsche Parade as well.
Rally
A rally is a competitive event in which contestants
attempt to follow a course specified by a set of
instructions. Rallies are typically run on public,
paved roads, and speed limits are always observed.
The two major types of rallies are the Time-SpeedDistance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick rally. In a TSD
rally, participants attempt to follow the instructions
precisely, maintaining the correct speed, as points
are deducted for arriving at checkpoints (the
locations of which are not known in advance) early
or late. A Gimmick rally is typically a bit less rigid
and usually involves solving puzzles of some type.
Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—
at least one of each type—are offered. Porsche
Parade also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a
Gimmick rally, each year.
Autocross (AX)
An autocross is a competition in which drivers
navigate their cars through a course defined by
orange cones, usually in a large parking lot. Top
speeds are generally moderate, topping out around
40-65 MPH (no higher than second gear for many
cars). Competing cars are spaced at long intervals—
typically only one or two cars are on the course at
any time. Autocross is a safe way to experience
high-performance driving while learning to drive
your car at its limit.
Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross
events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially

an autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX
school in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a
major event at Porsche Parade.
Driver Education (DE)
A driver education event provides a safe,
controlled environment for high-performance driving
instruction. DE offers drivers of all skill levels the
opportunity to hone their driving skills, with the
help of an experienced instructor, in a controlled,
closed-course environment. In keeping with PCA
philosophy, the primary emphasis at all times
is on safety. A word of warning, though: the DE
experience may be habit-forming!
As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some
DE events are followed immediately by a time trial
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify
their performance. Lap times may then be used to
measure personal improvement, for bragging rights,
etc.
RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the La
Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s Peak
International Raceway tracks.
Club Race
A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event.
A race weekend consists of a number of practice
sessions and “heats” (race sessions), often
involving both “sprint” and “endurance” races. As
a Club Racing license (issued by PCA National) is
required for competition, club racers are serious
and experienced drivers. The cars they bring with
them to the track can be quite impressive! As a
point of interest, the PCA Club Racing program
was inaugurated with the RMR-hosted “First Ever
Anywhere” club race at Second Creek in 1992.
Because of the logistics involved in an event
of this magnitude, a club race requires a legion of
volunteers. However, it is also one of most exciting
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!
RMR hosts one club race each year at High Plains
Raceway which, combined with a Driver Education
event, adds up to one thrilling weekend!

NON-DRIVING EVENTS
Membership Social
Membership socials provide an opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and meet new members.
Historically, a membership meeting begins with a
social hour with a cash bar, followed by the evening’s
program. The content of the program varies,
sometimes featuring a “slide show” from a recent
event, or a guest speaker such as accomplished
Speed World Challenge racer Randy Pobst.
Membership socials, unless otherwise stated,
are held the first Thursday of the month. Different
venues and topics will keep the meetings fresh and
inviting. Watch HighGear and the RMR Web site for
details. If you have any ideas for a program, talk to
the Committee Chair or a Board member!
Tech Session
A tech session is just what it sounds like–a
session in which a technical topic is discussed. Not
just for gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate
practical, “do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake
bleeding. Tech sessions are usually presented by

experienced Porsche technicians, many of whom
are sponsors of RMR events and High Gear.
RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year,
typically in the “off months” when few driving
events take place. In addition, numerous tech
sessions are offered at Porsche Parade.
Concours d’Elegance
A concours is essentially a car show, in which
contestants endeavor to present their cars in
as close to “perfect” condition as possible. A
number of judged categories usually exist, typically
differentiating between types of cars (e.g. 356,
Boxster) and level of preparation (“daily driver” or
“full preparation” or somewhere in between). Cars
sometimes may be entered as “display only,” for
owners who wish to participate but not compete.
RMR participates in a handful of local concours
events each year, including the annual Exotic Sports
Car Show and Concours d’Elegance, benefiting
United Cerebral Palsy Colorado. The annual Porsche
Parade also hosts a major concours each year.

September
Mon 9/2
		

RMR Board Meeting
6:30pm at RG and Associates

Thu 9/5
		
		

Membership Social
Eurosport Automotive
5615 Lamar St., Arvada

Sat 9/7
		

RMR Autocross
Front Range Airport

Sat 9/7
		

Drive for the Kids Charity Tour
Idaho Springs to Crested Butte

Sat 9/14
		
		

Porsche Breakfast Club
8:00am breakfast at Village Inn
4100 E. Mexico, Denver

Sun 9/15
		

Fall Foilage Drive/Tour/Brunch
Denver to Broadmoor Hotel

Sat 9/21
Sun 9/22
		

Caribbean Summer III RMR DE
High Plains Raceway
Deer Trail, CO

Sat 9/21
Sun 9/22

AMR Turning Leaf Mystery Tour
Shhh ... It’s a surprise!

October
Sat 10/19
Sun 10/20
		
Mon 10/7
		

AMR DE
La Junta Raceway
RMR Board Meeting
6:30pm at RG and Associates

Thu 10/10 Membership Social-Oktoberfest
		
Prestige Imports
		
9201 W. Colfax, Lakewood
Sat 10/12 Season’s End Drive to
		
Edelweiss German Restaurant
		
34 E Ramona Ave, Colo. Springs
Sat 10/19 OktoberFAST RMR DE
Sun 10/20 High Plains Raceway
		
Deer Trail, CO
Sat 10/24 PCA Escape
Sun 10/27 “Escape to LA” 2013
Sat 10/26 RMR Autocross
		
Front Range Airport

SEPTEMBER 2013
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In the rearview mirror
Amy Legg-Rogers, Historian

Aspen hosts RMR event in ‘78
Mother, Jugs & Speed Drivers School and Time Trials was held September 2-4,
1978 in Aspen. The event was hosted by Sandi Misura, Ginna Seth and Kathi
Adis. The best time was Grady Clay in a 914/6 with 1:06.897.
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RMR Trivia Challenge Answers: 1. True, 2. a & c, 3. The word “targa” means “plaque.” The race
was established by Vincenzo Florio, 4. Peugeot had a claim on “x0x” numbers, 5. Tractors; 125,000.

