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     Presidential thoughts  
Jim Widrig, President   

ocky Mountain Region’s first HPDE of 2015, 
the “Back to the Track DE,” got us off to 
another great season of driving at High Plains 
Raceway in April.  It comes after a great deal 
of hard work by the event chairs Dean Johnson 
and Gavin Yuill. Next month’s newsletter will 

undoubtedly have a bunch of great pictures showing the 
success of this event.  Thanks to Dean, Gavin, and all of 
the volunteers for your planning and execution! 

The Annual Instructor Clinic for RMR and AMR 
Instructors was held on April 18, 2015, at MTech 
Mechanical (Thanks, Tommy!) to get the instructors 
“recharged” for the 2015 season.  Presentations and 
discussions led by RMR Chief Driving Instructors 
Committee Members Cecil Morris, Doug Bartlett, Dan 
Mayer, and Dan Carlson and PCA’s National Club 
Racing Chair, Vicki Earnshaw, energized and aligned the 
instructor group to changes and further improvements 
in HPDE instruction for 2015 and beyond. RMR and 
AMR will also be adding 12 new instructors this year!  
Congratulations!

Also on April 18, 2015, 3Zero3 Motorsports hosted 
an informal social for women intending to participate in 
the June “Chicks on Slicks” Ladies’ Day event.  This is 
the first time a pre-event social has been held to provide 
an opportunity for the “Chicks” to socialize and offer 
an orientation on what to expect at the event and on 
track.  Thanks for the extra efforts by event chairs Karen 
Harrison and Lisa Hunsicker plus hosts 3Zero3!  April 
18th was also the date for the lunch at Helga’s German 
Restaurant, the perennial start of the tours for RMR.  
Snow on Friday and predictions of cooler weather and 
a bit of sun and rain on Saturday caused the car show 
to be deferred, but otherwise Erik Behrendsen and his 
volunteers pulled off another wonderful event!  Thanks, 
Erik and volunteers.   

Coming up in May and June are the May 
Membership Social at 3Zero3 Motorsports, Autocross 
School and May-Nia Autocross at Front Range Airport, 
the Edelweiss Drive/Lunch, Ladies’ Day DE, June Half-
Fast HPDE, RMR Gimmick Rally, and the Councours 
d’Elegance charity car show, to name a few. 

As it has been for 60 years, Porsche Parade is a week 
of fun, and there will certainly be a contingent making 
the trip from RMR.  RMR has submitted information 

on the region’s activities and newsletter for 2014 and is 
officially in the running to win the Ferry Porsche Region 
of the Year, the Public Service Award, and the Betty Jo 
Turner Newsletter Award for Newsletter Excellence for 
HighGear. The winners of these awards are announced 
each year at Parade.  If you are not planning to make 
the trek to French Lick, another event to consider is 
the Escape to Rushmore, October 1-3, 2015.  A road 
trip to Rushmore was my first RMR-PCA Event in 
2004 in my 1969 Porsche 911E.  This is great area 
for driving a Porsche and is only a day’s drive from 
Denver.  As the event web site (http://escape2015.pca.
org) proclaims, “Experience the exhilaration of driving 
your Porsche through history. Roam the hills with free-
ranging buffalo, mine for gold at an old miners’ camp, 
explore some of the world’s largest caves, dine where 
Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickok once called home, 
and tour monuments like Mount Rushmore and Crazy 
Horse. Escape to Rushmore 2015 is an event that you 
will not want to miss.”  At the national level of PCA, 
membership is currently at 69,500.  The chance to win 
the opportunity to purchase one of 59 GTS Club Coupes 
through the Purchase Raffle seems to have passed me 
up.  However, there is still hope (a 1 in 69,500 chance) 
to win the first GTS Club Coupe, as all members as of 
August 2015 are automatically entered!

As we worked to complete the applications for 
PCA annual awards this last month, I was thoroughly 
impressed with the accomplishments of RMR in 2014 
for the Rocky Mountain Region.  Rocky Mountain 
Region will be celebrating our 57th Year in 2015 and 
is an entirely volunteer run organization.  The current 
membership has grown to 2,300 plus (primary plus 
affiliates). As I wrote in our application for Region 
of the Year, it is through the planning and work of 
the Rocky Mountain Region leadership, committee 
members, event chairs, and members that the Region 
has promoted the interests of Porsche owners within the 
Region and beyond and has made a significant impact 
to the automotive community and the local community 
through charities and community involvement.  The 
Rocky Mountain Region “Rocks”!  

Be sure to check out the calendar each month in 
HighGear and the latest updates on the RMR webpage, 
the FaceBook RMR event calendar, and e-mail 
announcements.  
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Look Into Look Into 

advertising in Highadvertising in HighGearGear!!

If you are reading this, your potential customers could be reading it 
too. Advertise in HighGear and target your peers while helping your 
club at the same time! Email the HighGear editor (newsletter@
rmrporscheclub.com) to get your ad in next month’s issue!



     Pit stop  
Phil O’Brien, Editor

RMR online discussion groups
Would you like to discuss Porsches, RMR or anything else 
of interest to other Porschephiles? Check out the RMR 
online discussion groups.
  Yahoo:  groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca
  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get your newsletter on the go!
To read HighGear in PDF format on the Web, go to the 
RMR Web site at rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter 
link. Back issues are also available on the Web site.

Contribute to your newsletter!
HighGear needs your articles and photos! Please submit 
your content and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by the 15th 
of the month at newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

Join RMR-PCA
Not a member yet? Join RMR-PCA by visiting our website 
at www.pca.org and simply click the “Join PCA” link.

Advertise in HighGear
Please see page three for advertising rates details.

Get involved!

here is big news in the HighGear publishing empire! I 
am pleased to announce the appointment of our new 
Advertising Coordinator, Menelaos Karamichalis. He 
recently became an an RMR HPDE instructor and has 
served as board member in several capacities including 

President in his former region, The Gateway Region, representing 
the St. Louis area. As Advertising Coordinator he will assist with 
organizing contracts and schedules for our awesome advertisers, 
without whom our publication would not survive. He’ll help keep 
me on track by giving our advertisers, both display and classified, a 
dedicated point of contact. His organizational skills will bring much 
needed order to the business side of the business. THANK YOU 
Menelaos Karamichalis!

Spring has long since sprung and the summer track season 
is upon us! (I am jumping for joy!) The winter tires are coming 
off and the weekends are full of track official, instructor, race 
fueler and car maintenance tasks which will keep me from 
getting the house in order. Soon the magazine will be full of 
smoking tires into turn one, cars facing counter track on turn 
eight, grids chock-a-block with Boxsters, winding roads strung 
with shiny multicolored cabriolets, lawns filled with perfect 
specimens of the marque, cones flying into the weeds at the 
autocross, and, to be sure, smiling happy people.

That’s why I joined the club all those years ago. I knew 
there was the occasional autocross and car show; i’d seen them 
as a kid in passing. But to find a good mechanic I needed 
references. I wanted to chat with other 944 folks to find those 
bugs I now know too well before they became problems. I 
wanted a monthly dinner out with family and friends. Little 
did I know I was falling in with a gang of enablers...  

T
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May Members Social to be hosted by
3ZERO3 Motorsports!

All are welcomed as we host the local Porsche Club at the 
shop. Food and beverages will be on hand. If you aren’t yet a 
Porsche Club Member, not to worry you can learn more about 
their amazing organization while checking out what promises 
to be an amazing lineup of Porsches.  Food and beverages will 
be provided along with a free raffle. No cost to attend, so come 
one, come all! 

5000 Robb St. Building 1A 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
303.456.8383

RMR Membership Social
Denver, CO

Cars & Coffee Car Show
Lafayette, CO

First & Main Town Center Car Show
Colorado Springs

Concours d’Elegance
Arapahoe Community College

Breakfast Club
Village Inn (4100 E. Mexico, Denver) 

RMR Gimmick Rally
Littleton, CO

RMR DE Ladies Day!
Golden, CO

AMR Social
Denise Jordan, denisej1@mindspring.com

AMR Snowmass Tour
Snowmass, CO

RMR DE
High PlainsRaceway, Byers, co

    Upcoming Events Calendar  For a comprehensive list of all upcoming RMR events, 
click the “Events” link on our web site at rmr.pca.org!

RMR Autocross School and Autocross
Front Range Airport,  Watkins, CO

Cars & Coffee Car Show
Lafayette, CO 

RMR Membership Social
Denver, CO

Breakfast Club & Shelby Collection Tour
Tour leaves from Village Inn after BC
(4100 E. Mexico, Denver) 

AMR DE Mother’s Day
La Junta, CO

AMR Spring Rally
TBD

AMR Social
Denise Jordan, denisej1@mindspring.com 

RRR Fiesta New Mexico
Santa Fe, NM

RMR Eidleweiss Tour
Colorado Springs, CO

AMR DE
Pueblo, CO
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Welcome our newest members!
Selfies welcome! You have found the greatest 

group of car nuts on the planet. Our monthly meetings 
are loaded with food, beverages, networking with like-
minded Porsche People and much technical and social 
camaraderie. Some of the venues we’ve been to before, 
some places are new to us. All are interesting and fun.

It’s all about the people (yeah, right!). We all share 
the love of anything Porsche-related. From real racing 
or just driving fast in a controlled environment like on 
the track or autocross, to meeting a mechanic or owner 
of a car just like yours for a chat about problems and 
solutions, to washing and waxing in preparation for 
the weekend tour or car show, you’ve found the most 
precious resource for the care and feeding of your car 
and hobby (addiction). 

Show us your car! Let’s see your smiling face! How 




about a photo of your “garage queen’s” throne room! 
Share photos from your favorite drive; share the story of 
your hunt for the favorite car; share the triumph of your 
first rebuild. That story and those pictures are worth 
immortalizing in print.

We’ve all been there; maybe you’re experiencing the 
newness of that first special car. Perhaps you’re climbing 
the ranks in a competitive series of races. Have you found 
the perfect wash and wax routine to deliver the trophy? 
(Some secrets are worth keeping.) The point is that the 
club’s members are its true strength. Your membership 
is your key to unlocking the wealth of knowledge and 
friendship the club represents. The membership socials 
are the first step to a deeper understanding, a deeper 
relationship with your vehicle. You know that Porsche 
has won many awards for racing and technical and 
aesthetic design. Come share the experience!  
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New to RMR-PCA?
Page 37 describes the various types of activities 
our club members regularly enjoy. Come to our 

next event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies, Autocrosses,
Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows, 
Socials and Gatherings,

Charity Support and more!
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Pueblo Motorsports Park, Pueblo, 
CO, May 30-31

You spoke. We listened. You love the Pueblo 
track and the event, you don’t have a problem 
with the drive from Denver, but YOU HATE 
WORKING CORNERS. We hear you. This year, 
for AMR’s No Excuses III HPDE on May 30-31, 
paid workers supplied by Pueblo Motorsports 
Park will work the corners.  That’ll leave 
more opportunity for instructors to debrief 
their students, as well as allow our more 
experienced drivers to kick back and relax 
between run sessions.  So no more haranguing 
from Control to meet at the equipment truck 
before you’ve even gotten out of your car 
and no more threats that Dave the Enforcer 
will be coming to get you. More importantly, 
there’ll be more track time for everybody and 
a schedule we can actually adhere to. 

If you’re new to HPDE we’ll have instructors 
on hand to teach the basics and plenty of seat 
time to practice what you’ve learned. You’ll be 
assigned to a run group with your peers, so 
you won’t be running in the same group as 
the more experienced drivers. 

Once again, our host hotel is the Wingate 
by Wyndham, 4711 N. Elizabeth St., Pueblo, 
CO, 81008 (located just off I-25), about 4 miles 
from the track). The Wingate is offering a 
special discount rate ($109/room/night, plus 

tax) for DE attendees. When reserving, just 
ask for the PCA No Excuses DE rate. The 
hotel is holding a block of rooms for us at 
this rate until May 15, so reserve now at 719-
586-9000.

As in past years, the track’s management 
company, FAASST Motorsports, is offering 
an open lapping day on Friday, May 29, at a 
cost of $150 for a full day or $100 for a half-
day. You’ll need to call ahead (719-761-1372) 
to reserve or check their website: www.
pueblomotorsportspark.net. Please note 
that open lapping on May 29 is NOT affiliated 
with PCA or a part of the No Excuses III 
HPDE event. If you’re coming down early, 
you can also do a trailer drop at the track on 
Friday afternoon. Please contact the track for 
additional information.

Finally, for the third year in a row, 
we’d like to thank Porsche of Colorado 
Springs for their sponsorship of this event. 

What:   “No Excuses III” HPDE
Where:  Pueblo Motorsports Park
When:   May 30-31, 2015
Cost:  Both Days: Driver: $250 
 (Co-Driver, same car: $230)
 One Day: Driver $180 
 (Co-driver, same car: $160)
Chair:  John Duclos, john.duclos@hotmail.com
Co-Chair:  Dave Roy, rebelroy1@gmail.com

Registration opens soon on MotorSportReg.com
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SLOW - FAST - HALF FAST!  SPONSORED BY 
PRESTIGE IMPORTS

We all want to make the most of our fast and capable 
machines, don’t we? But have you ever tried a Driver 
Education event?

Well, now’s the time for you and your car to get out to 
High Plains Raceway! Winter excuses are long gone.  The 
weather is good, your car trailer is no longer buried in the 
snow, the garage floor is nice and warm, and the kids don’t 
have homework.  This DE marks SUMMER!  NOW is the 
time to get off the recliner and into your track ride. You can 
test those cool new parts and horsepower improvements, take 
advantage of great driving instruction, and get the seat time 
we all need to go faster. 

Please join us for our June 20 & 21 RMR DE, whether 
first timer or veteran. Last year’s chair Jim Thorburn and 

SLOWSLOW FASTFAST

HALF-FAST DEHALF-FAST DE
his novice co-chair for 2015, Brian Sulley, promise plenty of 
excellent seat time, improved driving skills, great food and 
drink, camaraderie with our gearhead friends, and most of 
all—FUN! FUN! FUN! 

This event is an opportunity to support a very worthy 
charity: The David Bucknam Scholarship fund, http://
bucknam.org/about-the-scholarship-fund/.  And we’d like 
to thank our title sponsor, Prestige Imports, and Thorburn 
Walker, LLC for providing post-track dinner on Saturday.

As we did last year, we’ll have paid corner workers, timed 
laps on Sunday (with some prizes “loosely related” to times), 
and lots of track time!  Register early!  We expect a sell-out, 
as registration will be limited to 135 entrants.  Please keep 
in mind that day-of-event walk-ins are always discouraged.  

To get your dose of summer fun, go to MotorsportReg.
com and sign up!  For more details, please contact the event 
chairs: Hap Henderson at Hap7844@aol.com or Chris Sulley 
at cjsulley@comcast.net.

Registrar
Vicki Jones at vickijns@gmail.com
Chief Driving Instructors
Vicki Earnshaw vicklm@aol.com
Dan Mayer dan@401lpro.us

SPONSORED BY PRESTIGE IMPORTS

Note: This event is not supported or endorsed by the PCA. It is open to members and their friends.

In The Werks
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?
1. What was the “best-balanced high-performance car” ever 

tested by Motorweek?

2. What car was the first sold in America with a passenger airbag 

as standard equipment?

3. True or false: Porsche designed the first hybrid car.

4. Which car had the “Continental” badge applied?

5. True or false: Porsche designed the first car with brakes on all 

four wheels.

On every fi rst Saturday of each month 
(rain or shine), a glorious gathering of 
cars puts on an impromptu show dubbed 
“Cars & Coffee” in Boulder/Lafayette in 
the parking lot at 95th and Arapahoe.  
   Porsches, Ferraris, Cobras, Bentleys 
and Lamborghinis have all been known to 
show up as well as more American Muscle 
Cars than you can shake a stick(shift) at!  
   It’s a great time, very casual, and lots of 
fun.  The show starts at 8:00 a.m., so grab 
a cup of java, a bagel, and a camera and 
come check out the biggest little car show 
in Colorado! 

Take the RMR Trivia Challenge!  Answers are posted at the bottom of the  
“Rearview Mirror”  in the very back of this issue.  No peeking!
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Warm days, cool nights and a hot track mean a springtime driving event (HPDE) in the short-grass prairie 
country that is La Junta. Join us for AMR’s 40th consecutive year at The Junction.

Last Spring’s La Junta DE was a great success and this year we’re planning on bringing you all of the elements 
that have made it a favorite destination of years past.

If you’ve been wanting to hone your driving skills, get to know your car a little better, or take the next step 
and see what an AMR sponsored HPDE is really all about, La Junta is the ideal venue.

Whether you’re a novice or a little more serious about your weekend drives, the seven corners and two 
straights of La Junta provide the right balance of technical challenge to satisfy all skill levels. So plan on grabbing 
a helmet and maybe a friend (or your Mom) and join us for ground school on Friday May 8th.

Yes we’re planning on dinner Saturday night at the Mexico City Café (we buy the dinner and you buy the 
beer and margaritas) and yes, with your entry you will receive a one-of-kind, extra-cool-looking long-sleeved 
t-shirt that promises to be a future collector’s item. So mark your calendars and plan on welcoming Spring by 
joining your Porsche friends in La Junta.

2015 Spring Fever DE at La Junta
May 9th & 10th

RMR merchandise at 
the PCA web store!

Your beloved Rocky Mountain 

Region Porsche Club of America 

has its own merchandise store! 

There are many items elegantly 

branded with the RMR-PCA 

logo and of top quality and 

modern design. Simply go to 

www.pcawebstore.com/ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN and shop to your 

heart’s content. Show off your 

RMR membership with pride!



Ladies, registration is open for the event planned 
just for you!  PCA-RMR and our sponsors 3zero3 
Motorsports, Dan Fead of Fuller/Sotheby’s Realty, Dr. 
Lisa Hunsicker of Revalla Plastic Surgery and Medical 
Aesthetics, Littleton Hospital and Hank Padilla of 
Hanksville Hotrods are pleased to announce our Ladies’ 
Day Driver Education event at the Colorado State 
Patrol Track. 

Whether this is your first time on the track or 
you have many years of experience, we have a run 
group to match your skills.  For our new and less 
experienced drivers we have one-on-one instruction 
available by our PCA-trained instructors who will 
guide you through the process carefully.  We will also 
accommodate our advanced drivers and every level in 
between.

The event is open to all women and all makes of 
cars (convertibles must have rollover protection, and 
SUVs must be Porsches).  Cost is $95 per driver which 
includes a fun-filled day of driving, catered lunch and 
a commemorative gift.  Additional lunches for your 
friends and family can be purchased when registering 
for an additional $10 per lunch.  We will provide a 
tent, tables and chairs as well as lots of cold water.  
There are no concessions available at the track, so 
please plan accordingly with snacks and such.  Please 
be aware too that due to the layout of this track, you 
will not be able to enter or leave while the track is 
“hot” or in operation.  Coming and going will only 
be available at the start of the day, during lunch and 

after the event.  We will provide exact times as we get 
closer to the event.

You must were a long-sleeved shirt, long pants 
(both must be cotton) and closed-toed shoes when 
driving.  Bring or borrow a helmet if possible (Snell 
rated 2005 or newer).  There will be a few “loaner” 
helmets available.  We can always use volunteers, and 
please have them bring along a long-sleeved shirt, 
long pants and closed-toed shoes. 

Cars must pass a technical inspection and we will 
provide information on where to have this done as we 
get closer to the event.

Registration opened April 14, 2015 at http://
pcarockymtn.motorsportreg.com/.  You will 
need to go to this site and register your personal 
information first, unless you are already registered at 
motorsportreg.com, then it will allow you to click on 
Ladies’ Day for registration.  This event is limited to 
70 drivers.  This is a popular event and we encourage 
you to register quickly before the event sells out!

The information social sponsored by 3zero3 
Motorsports on Saturday, April 18th was a great 
opportunity to get your questions answered and to 
meet other women attending the Ladies’ Day Event. 
3zero3 is provided lunch.  

If you missed the info social or have any further 
questions or comments, please contact the event 
chairs Karen Harrison @ langehead@hotmail.com or 
Dr. Lisa Hunsicker @ lmhdenver@yahoo.com

Ladies’ Day – Sunday, June 14, 2015
Colorado State Patrol Track, Golden, CO

Ladies’ Day –
Colorado State 
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SCHEDULE
for Autocross School and

May-Nia Autocross
School - Saturday
7:00 to 8:30 Course Setup
8:00 to 9:00 Registration/Check-in
8:45 to 9:00 Instructor Only Meeting
8:30 to 9:15 Top Tech
9:00 to 9:15 Drivers’ Meeting (Mandatory)
9:30 to 10:15 First Exercise Session
10:20 to 11:05 Second Exercise Session
11:10 to 11:55 Third Exercise Session
11:55 to 12:45 Lunch Break (No Concessions) 
  (Set up Autocross Course)
12:45 to 1:15 Autocross Course Walk
1:15 to 2:15 Autocross Group One
 2:30 to 3:30 Autocross Group Two
3:30  Beer:Thirty
3:30 to 5:00 Full Autocross Setup
  (Volunteers Needed)
May-Nia Autocross—Sunday
7 to 8:30 Complete Autocross Setup 
  (Volunteers Needed)
8:00 to 9:00 Registration/Check-in/Course Walk
9:00 to 9:30 Drivers’ Meeting (Mandatory)
9:45  Corner Workers Out (Group B)
10:00  Group A – First Car on Course AM
10:45   Group B – First Car on Course AM
12:00   Lunch Break (No Concessions)
2:45  Corner Workers Out (Group A)
1:00  Group A – First Car on Course PM
1:45  Group B – First on Course PM
3:00  Course Teardown
3:00  Beer:Thirty
Top Tech to be held prior to the start of each run group on Sunday.

May 2 - 3 Autocross Event Details

Registration is open now and closes May 1.  Click the RMR 
Event Registration link on the club home page rmr.pca.org.
Remember, autocross events  are open to licensed 16- 
and 17-year-olds.  RMR Junior Participation forms and 
instructions can be found under the forms tab of the club’s 
website.  Please read them carefully.
The Autocross School is limited to 65 participants.  Please 
register early to assure your spot.
Walkups will be accepted for Sunday (cash and check 
payments only), but pre-registration for both events is 
appreciated as it allows us to plan for “beer:thirty” as well as 
organize the event and obtain volunteers.
A Porsche is not required.  SUVs are only permitted with a 
Porsche badge, and no pickups are allowed.  Convertibles are 
just fine, and you can run them with the top down.
Restrooms are available onsite; however, no concessions 
are available nor are any nearby.  Please remember to bring 
your own lunch and non-alcoholic drinks during the day.  
Refreshments will be served at the end of each day.  Coffee 
and rolls will be available each morning.
You will need a helmet with a Snell rating of 2005 or newer.  
Motorcycle helmets with this designation are acceptable.  
The club will have several loaner helmets available.
Autocross School $45.00
Autocross   $40.00
Both Events  $75.00
Directions Front Range Airport  - 
1-70 East to the Manila Road Exit 299 (County Road 28)
Turn Left (North) on Manila Road to Highway 36 (Colfax 
Ave) Continue North on Manila Road over the railroad tracks 
and make an immediate right turn through the gates.
Follow the road East and then North to the Autocross 
location.  Caution: - Do not use dot com maps or GPS using 
the airport’s address.  These services will take you to the 
terminal only and not to the site of the event.
If you can volunteer to assist the chair in setting up the 
course and other activities to make this a successful event 
please call Chris Sulley at 303-369-9052 or send an email to 
cjsulley@comcast.net.
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Having grown up with VWs (air-cooled and rear-
engined, of course—yes, VW drivers can be snobs too), 
the bug-eyed 911 became my dream car in high school. 
The dream came true quickly after grad school with 
a succession of three used 911 daily drivers spanning 
the next two decades.  A triple black ‘77 Targa perhaps 
wasn’t the most sensible car color when living in 
Tucson, but it sure looked glorious.  The infamous 
2.7-L engine’s magnesium case taught me how to do a 
bottom-end rebuild in the carport.  That didn’t dim the 
dream though: It enhanced it; as I learned, one didn’t 
need to be a Black Forest elf to work on these cars but 
simply needed to understand their uniquenesses. After 
that, regular maintenance was rewarding, providing 
appreciation of the Stuttgart engineering through nine 
years of ownership.  Twelve years with a factory custom 
vipergründiamant-colored ‘86 Carrera coupe (I couldn’t 
mount a roof rack for kayaks, skis, and bikes to the 
Targa) included PCA tours with the family, DEs, and 
another top-end rebuild in the driveway. Chains and a 
set of snow tires provided winter reliability despite now 
living at 7500-ft elevation on twisty, steep mountain 
roads west of Boulder.  I loved both these cars, viewing 
air-cooled 911s as sophisticated, athletic VWs that 
didn’t have to slow down for hills or curves, and the 
feedback through their manual rack and pinion steering 
was deservedly legendary.

Technology evolved. Airbags, antilock brakes, and 
AWD began to seem like (and are) good ideas.  With 
some reservations, the ‘86 was swapped for an ‘06 
Carrera 4.  (The ‘86 went to a Porsche of N. America 
employee in Georgia where it is well cared for.)  Alas, 
the Porsche Dream had not been manufactured into 
this newer car’s genes.  Better in every quantifiable way 
than its 20-year predecessor, it wasn’t a “real” 911.  No, 
this isn’t air-cooled snobbery manifesting. The ‘06 had 
amazing capabilities: Any corner, any speed; faster, 
smoother, quieter, and more efficient than the ‘86; cold 
A/C and a real heater; impervious to crosswinds. It was 
an oxymoronic ‘practical’ 911 and would do anything 

Features

Life After 911s?
Greg Kopp

What do you do when you’ve been driving   midlife crisis

In The Werks
Cooking on the Plains!
July 18, 19 at High Plains Raceway near 
Byers, Colorado

We are finally into nice weather! In no time, we’ll be 
into summer and the excellent prospects for sunny track 
days. We hope you are planning to come out for our 
“Cooking on the Plains” HPDE at High Plains Raceway. 
With the great track, great instructors and value pricing 
of $180 per day or $360 for the weekend, we expect the 
event to fill since registration is limited to 135 drivers 
and 30 novices per day. Please put our HPDE on your 
calendar, then on May 18th go to MotorsportReg.com 
and get signed up when registration opens. Then you 
will be Cooking on the Plains while you build your 
driving skills, enjoy your car to the max and generally 
have a blast! High Plains Raceway is a very fun track, and 
our HPDE will offer lots safe, uncrowded track time. 
And don’t forget our delicious trackside BBQ Saturday 
evening with plenty of refreshing German beverages.

The event is open to all makes and models, but 
convertibles must have rollover protection and the 
Porsche Cayenne and Macan are the only allowed SUVs. 
Also, all vehicles must have a valid PCA tech inspection. 
The tech inspection form and information are found 
at rmr.pca.org. For tech inspection questions, email 
Hank Padilla hank@hanksvillehotrods.com. Free tech 
inspections will be held Wednesday, July 8th; watch for 
locations in upcoming ads and on MotorsportReg.com. 

Please email event chairs for general questions: 
Gregg Bell gggbell@yahoo.com and Rob Lorentz 
roblorentz@hotmail.com. For questions about run 
groups and instruction, contact either of our Chief 
Driving Instructors: Vicki Earnshaw vicklm@aol.com 
or Dan Mayer dan@401kpro.us. For registration-related 
issues, email Harry Jones harryb80526@yahoo.com .
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you asked of it.  But its approach all but said, “You just 
tell me what you want to do and I’ll take care of it for 
you while you relax there in your cushy seat.”

The Carrera 4 took care of rain with sensing wipers.  
Auto-dimming mirrors took care of glare.  The HVAC 
knew what I wanted before I did.  The radio/PCS turned 
itself off if the engine wasn’t running so I couldn’t be 
stupid even if I wanted.  I can monitor my own tire 
pressures, thank you anyway.  And how do you check oil 
cleanliness without a dipstick?

The car was a pleasant way to go from Point A 
to Point B, but I no longer sought excuses to go to 
Point B and “connect” with the car.  Where was the 
communicative steering? How were you to sense slight 
mis-matched revs through a dual mass flywheel?  For 
that matter, how were you to sense anything from a 
bloated >3000-lb heavyweight with power steering?  
Driving involvement was numb compared to the older, 
lighter cars.  The best fun with the ‘06 was in snow 
with PSM off, when it was almost like a Porsche again 
instead of an insulating GT.

So how was I to combine the manual steering, terrific 
feedback, and lightness of older 911s with modern 
engine management and safety features appreciated in 
midlife-dom?  It was hard mentally to accept that the 

light, honest, Teutonic cars I’d loved since high school 
were no longer made—at least not in Stuttgart.

But they were still being made in Hethel.  A Lotus 
Elise fulfilled the midlife crisis quandary. 2000 lbs. 
Manual steering. Direct driver involvement. Tactile 
feedback via tires (oops, I mean “tyres”) narrower 
than steamrollers. Comparable power-to-weight ratio 
to modern 911s. Better handling—courtesy of finesse 
rather than brute force and computers—combined 
with Japanese reliability. And 30/38 mpg. (There’s that 

nuisance midlife-dom “sensibilities” thing again.)
Difficult as giving up on 911s was after decades 

of worship, it’s been a change for the better. Would I 
get another Porsche? Yes.  It would be air-cooled with 
manual steering.  But it would mainly be a hobby car 
rather than a daily driver, as the more modern Elise 
better combines honest steering and driver involvement 
with newer safety and engine management systems for 
day-to-day usability.

It’s nice to have options for midlife crises, and we 
Porsche-Liebhabern have several good choices: If you 
simply want to get from Point A to Point B, there’s no 
better way to do so than in a modern Porsche; but if you 
want to be involved in that drive, there’s no better way 
than in a classic older Porsche—or a modern Lotus. 

  
 

   911s for 23 years and decide you want to have a midlife crisismidlife crisis and get a sports car?
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April Social

New Member Social
April 2nd at
Sill-TerHar Motors

21MARCH 2015

Neither rain, nor sleet, nor snow 
will stop the RMR club from coming 
out in force!

We had a great turnout for our 
April Membership Social at Sill-
TerHar Motors.  We were provided 
region-appropriate food 
and drink for 
the marques 
they carry 
( L a m b o r g h i n i , 
Maserati, Aston 
Martin, Jaguar) 
as well as some 
wonderful raffle 
prizes.   Our hosts 
were amazed at the 
number of Porsche 
people that showed 
up!  They did joke 
with me that things 
were looking more 
like a Jeep club then a 
Porsche club!  However, 
we hope they will host 
us again next year when 
the weather will be warm 
and we can show them 
just how big a club we are!  

food

a
r,
st
en
rm

hem
are!!!

As well as having our preferred 
vehicles, our Porsches!  Thank you to all 
who braved the weather.  Hope you had 
a wonderful time.  Many thanks to our 
hosts, Sill-TerHar!

Steven Leonard, Lamborghini Sales Manager for Sill-TerHar Motors

All photos courtesy of Holly Jackson
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In The Werks

THE 32nd ANNUAL COLORADO CONCOURS 
D’ ELEGANCE & EXOTIC SPORTS CAR SHOW

T
he big day is almost here! On June 7, 2015, 
the Rocky Mountain Region of Porsche 
Club of America along with numerous 
corporate sponsors will host the largest 
gathering of priceless automobiles in 
Colorado.

The Concours was founded 32 years ago by RMR/
PCA members Tom Scott and Stim Kennedy and 
has broken records each year for money collected, 
cars displayed, and paid spectator attendance since. 
In 2014 approximately $141,678 gross was raised, 
with a net of 108,636 benefiting Ability Connection 
of Colorado (formerly CP Colorado). There were 
approximately 446 cars displayed, of which 118 were 
Porsches. This year we will have a special display of 
the front-engined water pumpers aka 924, 944, 968, 
and 928s. If you own one of these cars or special 
variants thereof, or know someone who does, please 
consider registering your car for this very worthwhile 
event. To register go to www.coloradoconcours.org at 
$50 per car.

This year there are 18 car clubs participating in 
the show. There will be a stunning array of Porsches, 
Audis, Datsuns, Jaguars, Ferraris, Mercedes Benzes, 
NSXs, Corvettes, BMWs, Alphas, Saabs, Maseratis, 
Lotus, and vintage race cars from RMVR. PCA 
members from all regions are invited. A special award 

will be given to the member from the farthest location.
We will need your help! Here are the ways you can 

support our fundraising :
1) Bring your special car out, to be judged or 

displayed. Register at www.coloradoconcours.org The 
judges will base their scores on your car’s originality, 
exterior paint, fit and finish, cleanliness of interior, 
storage compartments, and engine. Displayed cars 
will not be judged. For an additional $25.00 added to 
the regular $50.00 registration fee you may choose to 
have your car judged against other marques within the 
field instead of your Porsche Peers.

2) Volunteer to help us the day of the show. If 
you have a few hours to help with judging, scoring, 
working the entrance gates or parking cars, your 
help would be most appreciated. Please go to www.
coloradoconcours.org and go to the volunteer link 
or call Terri Armstrong @ 303-691-9339 for more 
information.

3) Be a spectator. Last year there were approximately 
14,000 paid spectators. It is a great event for families 
and friends. Tickets are $10 each, kids under 12 
are free. If you’re able to donate a little extra, your 
donations are tax deductible.

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this 
fun event. Contact Jerry Medina at

jmedina356@comcast.net with questions.
Thank you

Jerry Medina
Thank you

JJJJJeeerrrrrryyyyy MMMMeeeeddddiiinnnaaaa



     In the zone  
Liz Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative   

ello Zone 9ers,
I hope that many of you are part of 
the 900+ registrants for this year’s 
Parade!  It’s going to be a good one, 
especially with all of the 60th anniversary 

celebrations going on.  One of the highlights is 
the “60 4 60” display, which will consist of car 
representation from each of the 60 years of PCA.  
The cars will not necessarily be the best concours 
examples, but will have ties to the Club’s history.  
This year’s Parade will also feature a “PCA 
Museum,” where memorabilia and Club artifacts will 
be on display.  I’ll contact Parade registrants soon to 
see if we want to gather for a Zone 9 party.

Last month, I attended the 12 Hours of Sebring, 
and it was lots of fun.  If you’ve never been to that track, 
I suggest adding it to your race or spectator calendar!  
The weather was very warm and humid, so I tended to 
stay in the Porscheplatz tent most of the time.  PCNA 
was very generous in sponsoring this tent, and there 
were two big-screen TVs, tables, chairs, and plenty of 
water. Lots of door prizes were handed out and I got 
lucky, winning a set of Porsche Design wine glasses.  
Thanks to PCNA and Zone 12 for all their hard work 
at the Porscheplatz.

I saw some qualifying sessions and races on Friday, 
and at noon, I was able to ride in David O’Neal’s Cayman 
GTS for track parade laps.  David is the former Zone 
12 Rep, and he’s driven at Sebring numerous times.  I 
also met up with Dede Rogers from Carrera Region, 

H and she introduced me to some of the drivers and team 
members.  The whole weekend was lots of fun, and I’d 
like to go there again next year.

Next on my PCA calendar was to attend Alpine 
Mountain Region’s 40th Anniversary Celebration 
Brunch at the Broadmoor “Cheyenne Lodge” in 
Colorado Springs.  I left Santa Fe well before sun-up 
and got to the party right on time.  It was wonderful to 
see many of my AMR friends and to meet more AMR 
members.  Kathleen Lennon and her crew put on a 
great party, and it was nice to hear from past presidents.  
Founding member Fred Veitch also spoke for a few 
minutes, describing how AMR got started.  Here’s to 
the next 40 years, AMR!

As of this writing, I’m a few days away from going 
to Fontana, CA, for the California Festival of Speed.  
Should be lots of fun, plus on the way to the track, I’ll 
be able to eat at my favorite place, In-N-Out Burger!

Next month, I still have on my calendar to attend 
West Texas Region’s autocross in Lubbock, and now 
they’ve added a social on Friday night to celebrate their 
Region’s 35th PCA anniversary.  And later in the month 
will be Roadrunner Region’s Fiesta New Mexico and 
then Intermountain Region’s Amazing Rally, at the end 
of the month. 

Please check the Zone 9 Region calendars for events 
to attend so that you can shoot to win the Zone 9 
Challenge!

Liz Shaw, Zone 9 Rep!  
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AMR SUMMER PASS TO SNOWMASS TOUR                   
JUNE 19-21, 2015
Sponsored by Porsche of Colorado Springs

Come join us for a three-day spectacular tour this 
summer! Great food, beautiful Colorado mountain roads, 
luxury lodging, and fun with your Porsche friends! 

We will start off on Friday morning with a welcome 
breakfast and time to mingle with your fellow Porsche 
enthusiasts.  Friday’s tour will be a scenic drive through our 
beautiful Colorado mountain 
roads, and we will break for 
an included lunch mid-day. If 
conditions are clear, we will 
tackle Independence Pass for an 
amazing descent into Aspen and 
Snowmass.  (If you have taken 
this mountain pass recently, you 
know that it is truly an amazing 
drive.)

We will be staying right at 
the base of Snowmass Village in 
the Crestwood Condominiums. 
Your all-inclusive price for this 
weekend includes both Friday 
night and Saturday night stays 
in your own one-bedroom fully 
furnished condominium. Each 
custom decorated condominium 
has a private bedroom, bath, fully stocked kitchen, large 
living room with gas fireplace, and deck with beautiful views 
and grills. Amenities at the Crestwood include an outdoor 
heated pool, three hot tubs, free Internet, fitness center with 
steam room, daily housekeeping, and a dedicated amazing 
staff for anything you might need.

Upon arriving on Friday night, the Crestwood is hosting 
a wine reception slope-side with a beautiful view of the entire 
valley. We will have a private catered dinner included for you 
on Friday night on location at the Crestwood. 

Saturday morning will start with a catered breakfast to 
fuel you up before we hit some of the scenic roads outside 
of Snowmass. There are some amazing roads for us to tour 
on Saturday, and lunch will also be included. The drive back 
to Snowmass on Saturday will have some options for hiking 

or even stopping right off the 
road to jump into the local hot 
springs. 

We have left Saturday night 
open for everyone to explore 
Snowmass or Aspen or even stay 
in and cook a steak on the barbie. 
There are many great restaurants 
within walking distance, or you 
can even take the free bus into 
Aspen.  Sunday is open to drive 
back at your leisure, with plenty 
of time to explore Snowmass, 
Aspen and some of the amazing 
small towns along the way. 

Cost: $695 couple / $570 
single (Includes tour memento, 
Friday Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, wine reception on Friday, 

two nights lodging and Saturday breakfast and lunch).
So sign up today on www.motorsportreg.com! Space is 

limited and we can’t wait for you to join us!
Dwight & Dana Kasten (your Tour Hosts)
Any questions, please call us at 719-492-6886 or 

email dkasten@q.com.

In The Werks

“Fear Not, You Can’t Get Lost” Rally (and Social)
First off, you won’t get lost because you will know where the 
finish will be.  Second, you will be given a map to use.  
If you can’t read a map, just join us at the finish for a 
German luncheon among friends. Save the date, 
it’s on Saturday May 16.  The rally will begin 
at the Garden of the Gods visitor center 
café.  About 2-2 1/2 hrs. later, we will 
meet again at the Edelweiss restaurant 
to enjoy beer and food and see who will 
receive a trophy. The rules are simple:  
Just go to where certain map gridlines 
intersect (for example 4G) and look for answers 
to questions (again, as an example:  What is red 
with a white top?). You will be provided with 10 
grid intersections to go to and 10 questions to answer.  

The answers will be found within 50 meters (approximately) 
from the grid intersection.  You will not know which of 

the 10 questions can be answered at a particular 
intersection.  You can go to each of the intersections 

in any order; it is up to you to find the shortest 
overall distance to get to all 10 and then to the 
Edelweiss.  Scores will be based on number 
of correct answers AND the lowest total 

mileage driven to all the intersections. 
You must sign up at motorsportreg.com 
for a fee of $25 per car. Be at the café not 

later than 0930 to get a map and sign the 
waiver. Finish will be at the Edelweiss Restaurant 

on Ramona 719-633-2220. For questions regarding the 
rally (before or during) 719-684-5403.
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FULL OF HOLES?
By Pedro P. Bonilla (GCR PCA)

Tech talk

Big cross-drilled brake rotors 
which fill the inside space of the wheels 
look sexy and racy but, are they the 
best option?

Since in those days it was “Win on 
Sunday & Sell on Monday” these cross-
drilled rotors began to appear on sports 
and high performance cars as well.  
Very soon it became the norm that a 
sports car should have cross-drilled 
disc brakes and this created the idea 
that cross-drilled rotors offer increased 
breaking performance.

Today, with advances in metallurgy 
(rotors) and materials science (pads) 
there is no need for cross-drilled rotors 
anymore, but we keep seeing them 
in our Porsches, Lamborghinis and 
Ferraris.  Why?  Because car buyers 
think they look cool.

You’re thinking: “That can’t be, 
Pedro has lost his marbles,” but I can 
assure you that that’s the case.

Take a good look at any serious 
professional racecar today.  I bet you 
won’t see any cross-drilled rotors 
and that’s because they create more 
problems than they solve.  What all 
those holes do in a rotor is create stress 
points and a rotor surface that’s heated 
and cooled unevenly.  This results in 
rotors that can easily crack and makes 
catastrophic brake failure more likely.  
The worst case is when cracks between 
multiple holes connect, which can lead 
to a large chunk of rotor breaking free. 
Not a pretty sight.

Technically, a blank rotor will offer 
the best braking performance because 

the brake pads of today don’t sublime 
like in the old days.  

But, when running in the rain, the 
water on the pad’s or rotor’s surface 
will turn to vapor as soon as the two 
surfaces meet, having the same effect as 
the old sublimation, so what you will 
see in most top-notch racecars today 
are slotted rotors.  

Slotting serves the same purpose 
as cross-drilling (letting gasses escape) 
without weakening the rotor as much.  

If you track your car and have 
cross-drilled rotors, go and look at 
them closely and I bet you you’ll find 
some surface stress fractures.  

And the next time you’re at the 
track and a car comes into the paddock 
from doing hot laps with cross-drilled 
rotors, go and put your ear next to one 
of the front wheels and you’ll likely 
hear metallic pings, clicks and pops as 
the rotor’s surface cools unevenly.  

What you ware hearing is in 
essence cracks forming!

Cross-drilled rotors may look cool, 
but they’re not the best option because 

... they’re full of holes!

For more information on brakes 
and more, please visit my website: 
www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,



The Rocky Mountain Region PCA, with the participation of the Rocky Mountain Chapter BMW CCA, will host a 
Tire Rack Street Survival School on August 29, 2015 at the Colorado State Patrol Track in Golden.  The Tire Rack Street 
Survival program provides teenage drivers with a hands-on driving experience in real-world situations.  Teens learn the 
handling limits of their daily driver and how to control their car at those limits.  The Tire Rack Street Survival School goes 
beyond required driver education to give teens the driving tools and hands-on experience to become safer, smarter drivers.

For those unfamiliar with the program, it is a fantastic way for new drivers to learn accident avoidance skills in a safe 
environment.  There are braking exercises, slalom courses, emergency lane change exercises, and a skid pad for learning 
how to manage understeer and oversteer.  

There will only be 30 student slots, and the cost for the full day including lunch is only $75.  Each teen will drive his 
or her own (or family) car and will have an in-car instructor for every exercise.  We expect the school to sell out quickly.  
If you have teen drivers in your family, you should register them soon!  Please also recommend the program to friends and 
co-workers with teen drivers.  This is not just another driver education class.  It’s not unusual for parents to come asking 
how they can get similar training. The kids will have a blast! 

For more information about Street Survival or to register a student, visit http://www.streetsurvival.org.

In addition to looking for students, the school needs the following from our membership:
1.  Qualified Coaches:  You don’t need to be a DE instructor, but you should at least have the skills to run in an 

advanced DE run group or a few years of autocrossing experience and the ability to calmly communicate succinctly from 
the passenger seat, while someone else is behind the wheel.  In addition, all coaches are required to take an online tutorial 
from the Street Survival School Program and register with the program.  It is free and takes about 1.5 hours.  Here is a link 
to the tutorial:  http://www.thelhtgroup.com/LHTClients/Tire_Rack/Live_Courses/Street_Survival_HTML/html/index.
html

2. Registration/Day of Event Volunteers:  We need six people to help with registration on the day of the event and 
help throughout the day with logistics.

3. Classroom instructor:  We are looking for a younger club member (someone with whom the students will relate 
better than the two of us) to understudy the StreetSurvival.org staff in the classroom segment and then lead the classroom 
instruction in subsequent years.  If you are pre-40’s, enjoy making presentations and/or have teaching experience, please 
contact us.

4. If you have any media contacts whom we could approach to help promote the school, please send them to Doug 
Bartlett doug.bartlett@comcast.net  and/or Michael Rosen mikelrosen@gmail.com.

5. We need two gasoline- or battery-powered leaf blowers.  If you have one we can borrow for the day, please email 
Doug Bartlett doug.bartlett@comcast.net  and/or Michael Rosen mikelrosen@gmail.com.

Instructors and volunteers are requested to register with RMR PCA via MotorsportReg.com at http://msreg.com/
ColoradoSS2015.

In The Werks
Rocky Mountain PCA to Host its First Tire Rack Street Survival School on 
Saturday August 29, 2015
Michael Rosen and Doug Bartlett



M

29MAY 2015

    I get around  
Danielle Badler, RMR/PCA Columnist

   y Day With Insane Mode
Friends, if you’re within the sound of my 

words, you owe it to yourself to, at least, test 
drive the Tesla Model S. Preferably the all-in, 
all-zoot version, the P85D.

Let’s start with Insane Mode. You’ve heard 
about it. I call it a genius marketing gimmick. What it does 
is allow for full power. Sport mode, the other option, cuts 
that in half. I left it on. All the time. And so will you. All 
600+ hp and 600+ lb-ft of torque.

Here’s what happened. On my drive, with a friend who 
admits to knowing nothing about cars riding shotgun, we 
pulled into a rustic restaurant in the mountains, unfolded 
ourselves, and this guy just appeared, like from out of 
nowhere, to assault us with “Isn’t it unbelievable?” “Don’t 
you love it?” “Here’s what you do, you go on down the road 
a bit until you get to the straightaway.” Wink, wink.

Which is what we did.
No launch mode. No levers to flip. No bringing up the 

revs. Just … punch that electric torque curve!
Now, I used to ride a sport bike that had a quoted 0 to 60 

time of 2.8 seconds, versus the Tesla’s 3.2 seconds. I’ve driven 
the Tesla Runabout. I’ve driven the Bentley Continental 
Supersport, with similar power and weight to the P85D. I’ve 
watched the You Tube videos of whole families doing just 
exactly what I was about to do.

I’ve never experienced stomach compression like this. 
Painful compression. Coupled with hysterical, hyena-like 
histrionics. 

Did I do it again? You betcha. And, truth be told, I 
also did it to pass cars. I did it on entrance ramps. I did it 
climbing hills. 

It handles. I had my doubts. I mean, 5000+ pounds? I 
know! Credit, I guess, the battery packs all ideally located 
below the floorboards. The aluminum frame and body. And 
the active air suspension. The steering, which has several 
settings. I chose sport. And, for an electric system, it had 
very nice feel.

Then there’s regenerative braking. Lift, even going 
downhill, and the car slows… and either keeps the battery 
charge unchanged or adds maybe a mile or two to your range.

It’s the first car, ever, to get better as time goes on. Think 
about that. And while you’re at it, think about what that fact 
should do for resale value. Why? Software upgrades. Beamed 
to you overnight. This is a Tesla exclusive.

They told me the last major upgrade, earlier this year, 
provided forward collision warning and overtake acceleration. 
This means that, when you pull out of your lane to overtake 
another car, the car knows and automatically increases your 
speed. 

But that’s not all. You also got traffic aware cruise control, 
which locks in on traffic flow, from however fast you’re going 
on down to 0.

The next upgrade, coming soon, will provide virtually 
autonomous driving from on-ramp to off-ramp. Set the 
cruise, and the combination of perimeter warning, side 
collision warning and lane departure warning will allow the 
car to track the lines in the road, leading you to your preset 
destination.

There have been reports from Wall Street, questioning 
whether Tesla will make its stated production goals this year. 
I asked about that, and I got read the master plan.

First there was the Roadster, which came with a high 
price and low range. Then came the family-friendly Model 
S. And next up, later this year, is the Model X, an SUV at a 
comparable price point. Then, in 2017, comes the Model 3, 
which will retail for $35,000 or so, before federal and state 
tax credits.

I remember writing about the Roadster as a great toy 
to drive, if your lifestyle fit the car’s requirements and 
limitations. Not so with the Model S. On our jaunt this week, 
we had a 240 - mile range. And charging? Superchargers all 
over the place. Tesla has gone from 0 to 400 stalls in 2+ years. 
And if you’re in “trip planner” mode, the car tells you where 
they are. 

I was at the auto show in Denver recently, and I happened 
to study the specs there for a 2015 Porsche Panamera S 
E-Hybrid. Between the supercharged V6 and the electric 
motor you got 416 hp and 435 lb-ft of torque. Throw in 
typical options like the Premium Package Plus, which adds 
ParkAssist, Porsche Entry & Drive and Lane Change Assist, 
and you’re looking at an MSRP of $110,000 and change.

The Tesla I drove is $87,500. I’m just saying.
So we returned the car to a mall, Park Meadows Mall, 

where Tesla has a Supercharger station. Where charging gives 
you 170 miles of range in 30 minutes. For free.

My friend looked at me and we agreed, we’d make 
frequent visits to the mall, to cop a charge and do some 
concordant retail therapy.

We then walked back into the showroom, and a woman 
at the counter took one look at me and pronounced, “Aha, 
you have that Tesla smile!” I couldn’t help it. Ear to ear.

Yikes, I’m out of space! And I haven’t even mentioned 
the pilot battery swapping program they’re running in 
California, or the resale value guarantee program, or the 
retractable door handles.

Is this why all the luxury manufacturers have recently 
stated, one way or another, that they’re preparing Tesla 
fighters? I think so. It’s insane!  



30

and I have a 1976 Porsche 930. I 
was asked if I would be interested in 
having my car on the cover of HighGear 
and of course I agreed. This has not 
happened yet because it has been in the 
shop for the last four or five months. 

Anyway, I should be getting it 
back in the next week or so and wanted 
to put it on the radar. My father has 
owned the car for about 15 years or so; 
unfortunately, he left the car in South 
Dakota for about 10 of those years 
and it suffered quite a bit of damage.  
I finally got him to part with the car, 
and I have been restoring it for the last 
eight or nine months. At the time I was 
asked, the car was done, but as I drove 
it more problems started to occur. 
We went forward with a full engine 
rebuild, but we have run into multiple 
issues with that so five months later 
here we are. Something special about 
this car is that it was originally painted 
Viper Green, which was a special order 
color for this year and model and, if 
you didn’t already know, it is very 
rare. As you will see, I have drastically 
changed the car but was very cautious 
about going too far in this direction. I 
have all the original parts fully restored 
in my basement so that I can return the 
car to normal specs at some point if I 
choose to. The pictures at right show 
some of the restoration process so you 

can get an idea of what it looks like.
Photos courtesy of Seth Tefertiller.

Features

My name is Seth,My name is Seth,
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August 27-30 of this year, we have an event planned 
unlike any in recent memory. 

  We begin on Thursday, August 27th when you drive 
up to beautiful Snowmass for a welcome reception at our 
base of operations, the gorgeous Crestwood in Snowmass.  

Friday, we will head to Aspen Motorsports Park 
(formerly known as Woody Creek Raceway).  

Saturday, we return to the track for our last day there, 
followed by a wonderful farewell banquet that night in 
Snowmass Village. Sunday is free with a  leisurely drive 
home.

This weekend isn’t just for track junkies, 
however.  For everyone else, there is a huge 
variety of things to enjoy.  From great 
shopping to the Glenwood Hot Springs.  
The list goes on and on.

Did I mention that this event is deluxe 
all the way? 

We expect this event to sell out 
very quickly, so plan on signing up 
when registration opens, or you might be 
disappointed.  

Note – cars louder than 55dB from more than 
10ft away will not be permitted to run. Space for 
trailers is also severely limited so sign up early.

Costs & Registration:
Basic Registration ~ $400 per couple depending on 

room selection (incl. 3 nights condo lodging, welcome 
reception, goodies, etc.).

Two Days On Track = $300 pp
Meal Package (two lunches, two dinners) = $120
Registration Opens: March 1, 2015 at 9am MT

  Sponsored by 
  Porsche of Colorado Springs

Save the dateREVISED DATES!!!      August 27-30
No longer conflicting with Rennsport Reunion!!

August 27 - 30

Richard Walter Sparks, born June 11, 1951 in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. Moved to the Golden area in 1961. He graduated high 
school in 1969 from Golden High School. His passion was cars, mostly 
Porsches and race cars. He loved to watch the 24 Hours of Daytona. He 
also liked NASCAR and was always watching races. He was a fan of Jeff 
Gordon.

Dick was a Porsche mechanic as his profession, but it was also his 
passion. His desire was to make the car the best he could and he was 
good at it. He began his career as a mechanic in 1971 at Bob Hagestad 
Porsche Audi. In 1976 he opened his shop, Nine Lives Porsche, Inc., 
later changed to Nine Lives Racing. Most of that time was spent doing 
what he loved. He enjoyed spending time with his customers as well as 
taking care of their cars.

Dick passed away on December 23, 2014, of cardiac arrest at home, 
in his sleep, with a smile on his face. He had a big heart, was always 
generous to all he met and will be missed.

There will be a memorial gathering at Estes Park Marina on 
Saturday, June 13th at 10:30 a.m. by the lake. Anyone who wishes to 
come is welcome. Come help us celebrate his life.

Remembering Richard Walter Sparks
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Classifi eds
Classifi ed ads are free to RMR/PCA members for items personally owned by the member. No commercial 

ads. Ads for non-members are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR Treasurer - Rick Seiferth, 7889 

Canvasback Cr. Littleton, CO 80125). Ads must be 75 words or less. Deadline for classifi ed ad submission 

is the 15th of the previous month. Member ads will run for two issues. Ads will also appear with an 

optional photo on the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

porsches

2001 911 Carrera 2 Cabriolet, Lapis 

Blue/Black. Full leather, with hardtop, O.Z. 

Alleggerita HLT Anthracite rims, Michelin 

Pilot Sports A/S plus; clean title, garaged, 

non-smoking, aftermarket sound, new 

(not re-built) crate engine with X51 factory 

upgrade installed December 2013 @ 65,950 

miles by Poudre Sports Car in Ft. Collins. 

Extras: tires, cover, misc. maintenance items. 

67,100 current miles. $25,500. Dick Hedges, 

Longmont. hedgesrl@msn.com.  (APR)

2006 Cayman S by 2nd owner.  37,800 mi; 

originally PHX car. Slate Gray Metallic (59)/

Stone Gray Sport Leather seats, 6-spd manual 

w/sport chrono pkg, PASM, Bose, 19” Carrera 

wheels, carpet & rubber Porsche mats, tinted 

windows, front/rear spoiler, turbo style side 

vents, LED fog light (DRL), LED side marker, 

Milltek exhaust, IPD plenum, ECU update, 

fast and clean!  Tires installed 6000 mi ago, 

front pads/rotors about 500mi. Clean CarFax, 

Contact Mark: 206-707-2156 or mjcasey26@

gmail.com asking $32,750. (Apr)

1995 993 Cabriolet.  Grand Prix White over 

light gray, 6MT, 69K miles.  New upgrades: 

Koni FSDs & RoW M030 springs (3ZERO3-

aligned), Fister SSK & Golden Rod, tie-rod 

pins, new battery & more.  Chromed Cup 

wheels w/low-mile tires.  Arizona car since 

2005 before coming to Colorado (last 10 years 

of maintenance records).  PPI (at 3ZERO3)/

Carfax available.  A very, very nice driver.  

Priced to sell at $42.5K.  Coloradocurt@gmail.

com. 303-663-7399. (Apr)

2007 911 Carrera S – Basalt black 

metallic with stone grey leather interior.  

Mint condition; $92,705 MSRP, 48k miles. 

Power seat package, heated seats, 19” Turbo 

wheels, wheel caps w/ colored crests, sport 

chrono plus, navigation, Bose high end sound. 

All service records available, always garaged, 

never smoked in. $46,000.  Please email for 

pics and information, wtvankempen@gmail.

com.   (Apr)

1994  968 Cabrio -  6-spd calif car, red/tan, 

6-spd, 211k hwy miles.  pca member. 2-owner, 

all records. Over $14k receipts since 08.  last 

major service done @187k miles.  stock 16” 

cup wheels on pirellis, upgraded stereo. top 

by autos int’l & cables as well, nice interior. 

needs some tlc, minor cosmetics.  also would 

consider car hauler trade, prefer enclosed, 

plus cash.  asking $9,968 or best offer.  call 

719 495-5778, cell 303 243-4004, or email 

pobrien053@gmail.com.  (May)

2008 997.1 Carrera S -  59K+ miles, black 

on black, manual, PASM, clear bra, 19” 

lobster claw wheels, 2 sets of tires, Michelin 

Pilot Sports & Pirelli Sottozeros, BOSE sound 

package, recent 60K service, $48,000. Contact 

Matt Buster at matthewjbuster@gmail.com 

or 303-880-1908.  (May)

1985 911 Carrera. 92,000 miles, Guards 

Red with tail, buck interior, orig. power sport 

seats, Fuchs wheels. Euro ride height. No 

rust, no leaks. Everything works down to 

the clock. Clutch & trans refreshed with 

synchros at 75,000. Upgraded to ceramic pads 

with vented/slotted rotors. Priced to sell @ 

$26,000. Contact Doug at kgparry@comcast.

net. (May)

miscellaneous
Porsche wheels -  Full set 18” OEM turbo 

twists, silver, came stock on a 2001 Boxster S, 

good condition, 7.5” Front & 8.5” Rear, fi t many 

late model Porsches, no tires, $800. Also, 

full set of four Porsche OEM Cayenne GTS 

wheels, 2008 model, all four are 21” x 10.5”.  

Just powder coated gloss black by Trudesign 

Wheel in Denver. Gorgeous! Caps and TPMS 

included. No tires.  $2000.  Also, Porsche 

OEM 16” wheels w/tires. “D-90’s,” factory 

wheel on 1990 911.  These fi t many Porsches.  

Wheels good condition (one is curbed a bit), 

tires are Kumho Ecsta 4X, F = 16x205x55, R 

= 16x225x50, in great shape with 70% tread 

left.  GREAT winter setup! $600.  Jay, 303-859-

6779, jayk1@comcast.net.  (Apr)

Wheels and Tires: - 997.1 Turbo 

Wheels(OEM), F 19”x8.5” ET 56, R 19”x11” ET 

51, $1400; 997.1 Sport Design Wheels(OEM), 

F 19”x8” ET 57, R 19”x11” ET 51, $1000.  

Wheels are in great shape, true,and include 

factory center caps. No TPMS sensors,or 

valves.  Pirelli Performance Winter/Snow 

Tires, F 235/35R 19 N1 Porsche, R 295/30R 

19 N1 Porsche, $600.  Tires are brand new, no 

mileage.  Tires should fi t either set of rims and 

all 996 WB and 997 WB, NB.  Mike Hebert, 

360-202-5830 or superdont@comcast.net.  

Denver, CO area.  (Apr)

LLOYD’s mats. Set of 4, new in the box.  For 

996 coupe, Stone Grey/Graphite #176, with 

PORSCHE embroidered in light grey.  I have 

two sets available, asking $75 ea. Carey at 

cbemerson@msn.com. (Apr)

BBS/Porsche wheels -  996/997 wide-

body set.  2007 C4S/Turbo/GT3 option. 

Gloss Black powder-coated, in excellent 

condition. With V12 295/30/ZR19-235/35/

ZR19 tires, 90% tread. Painted Porsche crest 

center caps. 997.362.156.04 8Jx19H2 ET57, 

997.362.162.06 11Jx19H2 ET51.  $2000.00. 

Carey for info and pics, cbemerson@msn.

com.  (Apr)

4, 18” Spoke wheels w/tires - 2005 

through 2008 Porsche 911, Carrera   Genuine 

Porsche factory OEM wheels. Aluminum 

alloy painted Silver.  Wheels are in excellent 

condition, tires have 30k miles on them.  

$600.00 each or $2,000.00 for set of 4.  Please 

call or text Isabelle at 720-375-0672. (May)

Black leather comfort seats - from 

a 1986 Carrera Coupe. Excellent condition, 

I would rate them 8 out of 10. Driver side 

is power, passenger side is manual. $750. 

Please contact Scott at 303-884-0934 or 

s.deshetler@comcast.net (May)

More ads next page ...
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 BBS/Porsche wheels: 996/997 wide-

body set.  2007 C4S/Turbo/GT3 option. Gloss 

Black powder-coated in excellent condition. 

With V12 295/30/ZR19-235/35/ZR19 tires, 

90% tread. Painted Porsche crest center 

caps.  997.362.156.04 8Jx19H2 ET57 and 

997.362.162.06 11Jx19H2 ET51.  $2000.00.  

Carey for info and pics: cbemerson@msn.

com.  (May)

LLOYD’s mats -  New-in-the-box set of 4.  

For 996 coupe, Stone Grey/Graphite #176.  

With PORSCHE embroidered in light grey.  I 

have two sets available; asking $75 ea.  Carey 

at cbemerson@msn.com.  (May)

Stilo ST4 GT W Carbon Helmet - Size 

Small.  Snell 2010 certifi cation. http://stilo-

usa.com/helmets/st4-gt-w-carbon.  Includes 

clear anti-fog visor,  Rally Electronics earmuff 

Headphones with dynamic noise canceling 

mic.  Radio plug on left port.  Drinking system 

kit, female connection on right port.  Top air 

system long - covers 4 holes with slide adjuster. 

Eject helmet removal kit.  Hans posts with pre-

installed M6 nut.  Extras: smoked anti-fog 

visor, IMSA-style 4C connector to helmet radio 

port, Chatterbox TP2 connector to helmet radio 

port.  Original owner with original packing slip.  

Only used a few times in 2013. Has not been 

used since. Excellent condition and always 

worn with a head balaclava.  Stored indoors 

and always in helmet sock.  PCA member and 

non-smoker.  Paid over $2400. Will sell for 

$1200 fi rm. Mark, marklabac@me.com 303-

902-1607. (May) 

Floor Mats - genuine Porsche in Graphite 

Grey: set of four to fi t Porsche 996 Carrera 

models 1998-2005, Cabriolet and Targa 

with Bose sound system. As new, including 

anchoring hardware. Wrong color for my car. 

These sell for over $200 new. Asking $60.00. 

Cash with local pickup in Fort Collins or add 

shipping.  Contact Jim: 970-232-4936 or 

jlsafry1@msn.com. (May)

Racing Shoes  - Stand 21 Porsche Daytona 

II,  Size 43, black.  Complies with FIA 8856-

2000.  Shoe bag from Stand 21 included.  

Original owner with original receipt.  Only 

used a few times in 2013. Has not been used 

since. Excellent condition.  Stored indoors.  

PCA member and non-smoker.  Paid $295.  

Will sell for $100 fi rm. Mark, marklabac@

me.com 303-902-1607 (May)

Classifi eds

Dieter Röscheisen is pushing it. On a wet track, he’s 
driving the ruby Porsche 356 at its limits. At times, the 
52-year-old sports car oversteers, swinging out with the 
rear axle; sometimes it “pushes” over the front axle. It’s 
hard to control. Test-driver Rösch eisen is far from satisfied: 
“Normally, the car drives much better …”

In the test log, he writes, “The tire set on this vehicle is 
out of balance. A lot of steering corrections are necessary as 
the rear is much more agile. The loss of traction sometimes 
occurs much too abruptly. It does not conform to what we 
consider a well-functioning series production tire.” The 
judgment, then, is as follows: Failed in wet-surface handling.

These tires will not be approved, notwithstanding their 
better performance in other categories. In dry conditions, 
they’re perfectly drivable, with adequate safety reserves. But 
a tire for an over 50-year-old Porsche that works only when 
the roads are dry is a poor choice, in Röscheisen’s opinion.

Porsche goes to great lengths to test tires for classic 
models and to create lists of approved tires on the basis of 
the results. Comparing fourteen new tire models on ten 
different classic Porsche models kept six employees busy for 
a good two weeks. Countless times they moved about 6.5 
tons of material, changed tires 288 times for the various test-
drives, and talked themselves blue in the face about what 

works and what doesn’t. But they always kept cool heads and 
the cars on the tracks—tire testing does not include flying 
off the pavement. Not even on wet roads, with tires that are 
no good for the purpose.

Why all the trouble? Because some 70 percent of all 
Porsches ever built are still on the road, the company takes 
great care of its classic models. On the basis of the tire tests, 
Porsche Classic currently recommends 184 different summer 
tires for the model years 1949 to 2005, while another 126 
recommendations for winter tires round out the list. The 
current selection can be downloaded from the Porsche Classic 
homepage at www.porsche.com/classic. The approved lists 
are updated every two years, in ongoing testing.

Porsche 356 B Super 90, 2015, Porsche AG

In den Nachrichten
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HighGear (ISSN1061-1746) is the offi cial magazine of the Rocky Mountain Region Porsche Club 
of America (RMR/ PCA) and is published monthly. Non-RMR subscriptions are $35.00 per year.

The opinions and views appearing in HighGear are those of the individual writers and do not 
necessarily refl ect the offi cial opinions of the RMR/PCA, PCA National, or this magazine as 
an offi cial RMR/PCA publication. Additionally, none of these organizations nor this publication 
assumes any responsibility for the accuracy of material provided by individual writers and 
contributors.

HighGear entire contents copyright © 2013 by Rocky Mountain Region Porsche Club of America, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Articles and photos are the copyright of their respective creators and are 
used with permission. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to PCA National Offi ce, 
P.O. Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045. Periodical paid in Lafayette, Co and additional offi ces. 
HighGear is produced at 1155 Ash St., Denver, CO, 80220. 

HighGear  is printed in Englewood, CO by

  Display advertising
The print version of the award-winning 
HighGear is mailed to 1,500 households and 
reaches nearly 2,500 members!  Please contact 
the RMR Newsletter Editor to explore promotional possibilities 
for your business or event in RMR’s magazine:  

newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com  •  719.210.7035

 Advertising rates (monthly)
Note: all annual contracts receive a 10% discount
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interior page - $40
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Region coordinators
CAMA Representative
 Walt Fricke:  303.499.6540, walterfricke@msn.com
Charity/Good Works
 Luann Dodge:  charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Chief Driving Instructor
 Cecil Morris:  303-399-2482, cecilmorrisCDI@outlook.com
Control Chief
 George Strimbu:  303.736.9114, strimbug@gmail.com
Equipment
 Keith Hall:  303.940.7958, keith_hal@msn.com
Goodie Store Chair
 Mike Hebert:  360-202-5830, superdont@comcast.net 
Historian
 Amy Legg-Rogers:  970.686.0538, a1queen@frii.com
Insurance
 Troy Nakatani:  720.402.1080, troy_n@yahoo.com
Programs/Socials
 Erik Behrendsen:  303.840.7361, ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Registration
 Nancy Warren:  303.604.1289, nanru@hotmail.com
Safety
 Scott Henderson:  303.521.9007, sshjd@aol.com
Tech Inspection
 Hank Padilla:  303.470.1850, hank@hanksvillehotrods.com
Timing
 Joe Warren:  303.604.1289, warrenjoee@comcast.net
Webmaster
 Scott Rogers:  970.686.0538, scottr@wirestone.com
Zone 9 Representative
 Liz Shaw:  505-231-7003, lizshawsf@msn.com

Technical resources
356 Jim Kellogg:  303.840.2356, twingril62@aol.com

911 Dave Stribling:  303.238.8101, davestribling@prestigeimports.net

912 Rob Heath:  303.995.1147, robheath912@gmail.com

914 Dale Tuety:  303.670.1279, d2t@aol.com

924
 Dan Semborski:  303.420.2708,  dansemborski@yahoo.com

928
 Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist and help others!
944 Richard Winnick:  303.429.5213, rewinnick@cs.com

968 Zach Schroeder:  970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com

Boxster/Cayman
 Doug Bartlett:  970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net

Cayenne Steve Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com

GT2, GT3, Cup Cars
 Chris Cervelli:  303.809.6173, chriscervelli@msn.com RM
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President
Jim Widrig

president@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.655.7495

C: 720.883.6071

Vice President
John Mackin 

1stvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.665.9579

C: 303.641.6479

Second
Vice President
Joe Warren

2ndvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.604.1289

C: 303.902.3045

Treasurer
Rick Seiferth

treasurer@rmrporscheclub.com

W: 720.472.9032

Secretary
Mike Pappas

secretary@rmrporscheclub.com

C: 303-988-0976

Membership Chair
Alan Jones

membership@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.947.1202

Newsletter Editor
Phil O’Brien

newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com

C: 719.210.7035

Past President
Rick Gonçalves

pastpresident@rmrporscheclub.com 

H: 303.697.1960

Monthly board meetings are always open to club members. See the list 

of upcoming events for schedule. You may contact the entire board at 

board@rmrporscheclub.com. To volunteer to be an RMR Board mem-

ber, submit your intent by September so the Nomination Committee 

can add you to the  ballot in October for club voting in November. 

Most positions are two-year terms.
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Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in your Porsche by particip 
ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech sessions, car shows and more. 

DRIVING EVENTS

NON-DRIVING EVENTS

Tour

A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which 
participants follow a given route to a destination 
(which may or may not be known in advance). A 
tour may vary in length from a day trip to a long 
weekend with an overnight stay or two. Tours 
usually follow scenic routes (which are plentiful 
in Colorado) and/or visit interesting or obscure 
destinations. Tours are sometimes combined with 
rallies to add variety and a dose of competition to 
the event.

RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR 
typically offers several. A number of tours are 
usually offered at Porsche Parade as well.

Rally
A rally is a competitive event in which 

contestants attempt to follow a course specifi ed 
by a set of instructions. Rallies are typically run on 
public, paved roads, and speed limits are always 
observed. The two major types of rallies are the 
Time-Speed-Distance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick 
rally. In a TSD rally, participants attempt to follow 
the instructions precisely, maintaining the correct 
speed, as points are deducted for arriving at 
checkpoints (the locations of which are not known 
in advance) early or late. A Gimmick rally is typically 
a bit less rigid and usually involves solving puzzles 
of some type.

Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—
at least one of each type—are offered. Porsche 

Parade also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a 
Gimmick rally, each year.

Autocross (AX)

An autocross is a competition in which drivers 
navigate their cars through a course defi ned 
by orange cones, usually in a large parking lot. 
Top speeds are generally moderate, topping out 
around 40-65 MPH (no higher than second gear 
for many cars). Competing cars are spaced at long 
intervals — typically only two or three cars are on 
the course at the same time. Autocross is a safe 
way to experience high-performance driving while 
learning to drive your car at its limit.

Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross 
events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially 
an autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX 
school in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a 
major event at Porsche Parade.

Driver Education (DE)
A driver education event provides a safe, 

controlled environment for high-performance 
driving instruction. DE offers drivers of all skill levels 
the opportunity to hone their driving skills, with the 
help of an experienced instructor, in a controlled, 
closed-course environment. In keeping with PCA 
philosophy, the primary emphasis at all times is 
on safety. A word of warning, though: the DE 
experience may be habit-forming!

As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for 
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some 

Membership Social
Membership socials provide an opportunity 

to reconnect with old friends and meet new 
members. Historically, a membership meeting 
begins with a social hour with a cash bar, followed 
by the evening’s program. The content of the 
program varies, sometimes featuring a “slide 
show” from a recent event, or a guest speaker 
such as accomplished Speed World Challenge 
racer Randy Pobst.

Membership socials, unless otherwise stated, 
are held the fi rst Thursday of the month. Different 
venues and topics will keep the meetings fresh and 
inviting. Watch HighGear and the RMR Web site for 
details. If you have any ideas for a program, talk to 

the Committee Chair or a Board member!

Tech Session
A tech session is just what it sounds like–a 

session in which a technical topic is discussed. Not 
just for gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate 
practical, “do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake 
bleeding. Tech sessions are usually presented by 
experienced Porsche technicians, many of whom 
are sponsors of RMR events and High Gear.

RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year, 
typically in the “off months” when few driving 
events take place. In addition, numerous 
tech sessions are offered at Porsche Parade.
Concours d’Elegance

What we do

DE events are followed immediately by a time trial 
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify 
their performance. Lap times may then be used 
to measure personal improvement or for bragging 
rights amongst your peers, etc.

RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains 
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the 
La Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s 
Peak International Raceway tracks.

Club Race
A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event. 

A race weekend consists of a number of practice 
sessions and “heats” (race sessions), often 
involving both “sprint” and “endurance” races. 

Since a Club Racing license (issued by PCA 
National) is required for competition, club racers are 
serious and experienced drivers. The cars they bring 
with them to the track can be quite impressive! As 
a point of interest, the PCA Club Racing program 
was inaugurated with the RMR-hosted “First Ever 
Anywhere” club race at Second Creek in 1992.

Because of the logistics involved in an event 
of this magnitude, a club race requires a legion of 
volunteers. However, it is also one of most exciting 
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!

RMR hosts one club race each autumn at High 
Plains Raceway which, when combined with a 
Driver Education event, adds up to one thrilling 
weekend!

A concours is essentially a car show, in which 
contestants endeavor to present their cars in 
as close to “perfect” condition as possible. A 
number of judged categories usually exist, typically 
differentiating between types of cars (e.g. 356, 
Boxster) and level of preparation (“daily driver” or 
“full preparation” or somewhere in between). Cars 
sometimes may be entered as “display only,” for 
owners who wish to participate but not compete.

 RMR participates in a handful of local 
concours events each year, including the annual 
Exotic Sports Car Show and Concours d’Elegance, 
benefi ting United Cerebral Palsy Colorado. The 
annual Porsche Parade also hosts a major concours 
each year.

If you are reading this, your 

potential customers could 

be reading it too. Advertise 

in HighGear and target your 

peers while helping your club 

at the same time! Email the 

HighGear editor (newsletter@

rmrporscheclub.com) to get 

your ad in next month’s issue!
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Amy Legg-Rogers, Historian

Trivia Answers: 1.  The 1989 944 Turbo,;  2. 1986 944.; 3. True, the 1898 Lohner-Porsche 
Elektromobil! 4.  “Continental” appeared on the side of the 1955 Porsche Coupe and Cabriolet, 
but only in North America.; 5. True, again the 1898 Lohner-Porsche Elektromobil.

In the rearview mirror

The Nachtfahrt (night rally) was held 
on May 10, 1975. Fifty-three cars were 
registered for the event, which was open to 
all other clubs in the region. First car out 
was at 7 p.m. The route was 100 miles over 
40% dirt roads, mainly on the flatlands. 
The event ended at the Italian Chalet in 
Castle Rock. Preregistration was $5. Most 
PCAers worked the event and not so many 
participated in the rally. Among those 
who did, Novice Class places included Ed 
Hoffman and Wayne Fricks, fourth place; 
Ruth and George Harrison, fifth; and John 
Donahue and Tom Kasmer, fourteenth.

This month’s random 
question asked to fi ve 
random members: 

“What’s your 
favorite Colorado 

mountain drive?”

Mark Taylor 
“The Silver Thread: Hwy 149 from Lake City 

to Creede, over Slumgullion and Spring Creek 

Passes.”

Roger Buswell 
“Ridgway to Telluride.”

Brian Leary 
“Highway 550 from Ouray to Durango. Million 

dollar highway with million dollar views.”

Ryan Hiatt 
“Hwy 40 from Berthoud Falls to the Jane.”

Max Gerson 
“Always independence pass. Certainly one of 

the highest paved roads on the continent!”
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