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presidential thoughts
This month I want
give a short tribute
to our member Gary
Dodge, who recently
passed away, sadly
at a relatively young
age. I first became aware of Gary
through his car, Dave Stribling’s white
911 SC, when Gary began PCA Club
racing. I was very familiar with that
car, as I was always dicing it out with
Stribling, both of our cars being in the
same class. But while we may have
diced it out, I almost always finished
the races and practice sessions
looking at Dave’s rear bumper! I
often wondered whether Dave was
just good a driver, or whether his car
was better set up than mine! When
Gary began driving Dave’s old car,
however, I realized that Dave really
was that good a driver, as I was finally
able to beat that car!
Rather than that being a
commentary on Gary’s driving,
however, it is more a reflection of
Gary’s personality. Maybe he didn’t
quite have the aggressiveness to
push his car to its full potential, but he
seemed happy just to be participating.
He was quiet and unassuming, always
more than willing to lend a hand. He
and his wife, Luann, were great event
chairs for the 2011 Titty Titty Bang
Bang DE, and Gary was always so
gracious in helping Luann with her
Ladies’ Day event chair duties. At
least once he forewent a chance to
race in our region’s club race in order
to help work corners, always a critical
component of the race!
Now, Gary wasn’t one of the
“movers and shakers” of the club. He
wasn’t on the Board, and he wasn’t a
committee chairman, but he really did
love participating! I remember one
time right after he got his car, at his

Rick Gonçalves, President
first RMR Region club race,
how he and I had been duking it out
on the track, probably during one
of the practice sessions. Normally
quiet Gary was really doing quite a job
driving, preventing me from getting
around him. I went up to him after the
session to tell him what a great job of
driving he had done, and he just got
the largest grin on his face! It was
such a pleasure to see how happy he
was!
To lose him truly feels like losing a
family member, because, you see,
our club really is a family. We laugh
together, play together and work
hard together. Yes, we even have our
interpersonal squabbles! But, most
importantly, we have fond feelings
for one another! This was most
clearly demonstrated by the number
of club members who attended Gary’s
memorial service and spoke in his
memory. What a showing!
It has been a while since one of
our “family” has passed on. The last
whom I know of was Anita Moyle, and
I didn’t even know her. I think she
passed on before I joined the club. A
lot of us are getting older, however,
and Gary’s passing, while, sadly, it
was early in his life, causes us all
to pause and take notice of our own
mortality!
All of us must travel the road of
life and pass on one day. We are,
after all, only mortal. But as we travel
along that road, having the love and
affection of our friends and family is
the best that life can offer. From the
number of RMR friends that showed
up at Gary’s memorial service, I can
certainly see that we are one heck
of a wonderful family! Good for you
RMR members, and God bless Gary,
Luann, his daughter Bridgid, his son
Ryan, and Ryan’s wife Molly!

Photos taken by Jeremy Leininger, 609photography, during
3ZERO3 Motorsports annual Snowmass Automobili Exotica.
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region coordinators
CAMA Representative
Walt Fricke
303.499.6540
walterfricke@msn.com
Luann Dodge
Charity/Good Works
charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Doug Bartlett
Chief Driving Instructor
970.214.7279
doug.bartlett@comcast.net
Al Woodward
Control Chief
abw@woodwardwealth.com
Keith Hall
Equipment
303.940.7958
keith_hal@msn.com
Amy Legg-Rogers
Historian
970.686.0538
a1queen@frii.com
Alex Acevedo
Insurance
303.637.9707
apacevedo@earthlink.net
Erik Behrendsen
Programs/Socials
303.840.7361
ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Tim Bevan
Registration
817.304.0624
tim@oemparthaus.com
Todd Nelson
Safety
970.223.8716
nelsrats@mesanetworks.net
Tommy Dean
Tech Inspection
303.548.0931
tedean@mac.com
Joe Warren
Timing
303.604.1289
warrenjoee@comcast.net
Scott Rogers
Webmeister
970.686.0538
scottr@wirestone.com
Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Representative
575.829.4392
lizshawsf@msn.com

technical resources
Questions about your Porsche? These members are
specialists with expert knowledge of specific Porsche
models. Contact them for information regarding the
maintenance and modification of your Porsche.
Jim Kellogg
356
303.840.2356
twingril62@aol.com
John Haley
911
303.798.2177
no email given
Rob Heath
912
303.995.1147
robheath912@gmail.com
Dale Tuety
914
303.670.1279
d2t@aol.com
Dan Semborski
924
303.420.2708
dansemborski@yahoo.com
Your Name Here
928
Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist!
Richard Winnick
944
303.429.5213
rewinnick@cs.com
Zach Schroeder
968
970.229.0990
info@poudresportscar.com
Doug Bartlett
Boxster/Cayman
970.214.7279
doug.bartlett@comcast.net
Steve Schroeder
Cayenne
970.229.0990
info@poudresportscar.com
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MEMBERSHIP
SOCIAL

3/7/13, 6:30pm, 3Zero3 Motorsports - 5000 Robb St., Bldg. 1A, Wheat Ridge
We will have many PCA members’ cars on
display in the shop—everything from daily
drivers to race cars—to highlight what we
are capable of, from factory maintenance
and repair to light tuning, custom tuning, and
race car prep and support. This list of cars
will include, at minimum, our 997.1 Grand Am
Race Car that is being decommissioned for
use by a local Porsche owner, “Helga”—our
fully built turbocharged 986 Boxster S with a
500+ hp engine that will again be competing
in One Lap of America, Scott Graber’s 997
C4S that has been fitted with a supercharger
and OEM GT3RS bumpers, Steven Scherr’s
996 C4 that is essentially a daily driver with
EVOMS Stage 2 tuning, and Dennis Cassel’s
996 C4S daily driver.
We are flying out Matthew Carrick from
Evolution Motorsports in Arizona to answer
questions from our members. We believe

firmly in their tuning and hardware options
for OBD2 Porsches.
Akrapovic (OEM supplier of Porsche GT2
exhaust systems) is sending us a titanium
exhaust display, 5280 Culinary will be on
hand with a spectacular mini-burger bar, and
all the usual libations will be present too.
3Zero3’s brand slogan is “Factory
Trained, Independently Motivated.” We
employ only factory trained technicians,
advisors, and parts managers, who are all
brand passionate. Our Porsche technicians
will be on hand to meet members and answer
questions. In addition to educating members
about our services, we will also be able to
talk about the services we offer for track day
technical support and driver education. If
anyone wants photos taken of their vehicle, I
am available for that as well!
Max Gerson, 3Zero3 Motorsports

board of directors

board@rmrporscheclub.com

President

Rick Gonçalves
president@rmr...
H:303.697.1960

All e-mail addresses are @rmrporscheclub.com.

Vice President

Jim Widrig
1stvicepresident@rmr...
H:303.655.7495
C:720.883.6071

Second
Vice President

John Mackin
2ndvicepresident@rmr...
H:303.665.9579
C:303.641.6479

Treasurer

Roger Buswell
treasurer@rmr...
W:303.660.6199

Secretary

Scott Henderson
secretary@rmr...
C:303.521.9007

Membership
Chair

Nancy Warren
membership@rmr...
H:303.604.1289

Newsletter Editor
David Schmidt
newsletter@rmr...
C:303.662.1162

Monthly board meetings are open to club members—
see Upcoming Events (opposite page) for schedule.

Past President
Rex Heck
pastpresident@rmr...
H:303.841.8124

positive offset
You
may
have
detected that this
month’s HighGear is
heavier than the past
few issues.
I commend those of
you that noticed this
subtle difference on your keen detective
skills and also on the fact that you must
have concluded that more content
equates to more pages (it’s elementary,
after all).
Surely, we are on the doorstep of
Spring. I have been inundated by our
Event Chairs to draw attention to all the
awesome upcoming activities for our
club members once the weather clears!
I suggest to all of you, dear readers,
that you set down this fine periodical
right now and fetch your tattered family
calendar along with a pen and highlighter
as you will want to start reserving some
key weekends and canceling those plans
to visit Aunt Erma in Oklahoma.
But not everything in this month’s issue
is about upcoming events. I would be
remiss if there weren’t plenty of articles
from occurrences in the near past as
well. Check out the incredible story (and
photos) from a gaggle of truly dedicated
RMRers who went to racing nirvana and
spent an incredible couple of days at the
48 Hours At Sebring (page 8)!
Cars & Coffee is an event most of us
have probably never heard of but will
want to make sure to attend next year.
Read about that cool (pun intended)
event over on page 6.
Page 17 showcases an AMR-hosted

David Schmidt, Editor
adventure featuring the chance to chase
Robert Prilika up Pikes Peak. Surely, that
was the zenith of many people’s desires
(these puns just come to me, folks).
This issue is also ripe with coverage
about that other premium sports car
builder to the south of Stuttgart (and not
the one with the bull in their crest). I have
been itching to write a story about what it’s
like to own both a Ferrari and a Porsche,
so I reached out to some club members
who happen to be so fortunate (including
my very own Assistant Editor) and got
my wish. Since last month’s Membership
Social was hosted by Ferrari of Denver
(see page 12), with much success I might
add, I thought it appropriate to squeeze
my story into the same issue and keep the
Italian flavor together. Erik Behrendsen
was kind enough to send me some photos
of his gorgeous cars to complement the
story.
3Zero3 Motorsports really stepped up
this month. Not only are they one of our
newest advertisers, and the supplier of
this month’s TechTalk article (it’s all about
tuning - flip over to page 25), but they also
are hosting our next Membership Social
on March 7th. As if that weren’t enough,
I was desperate to get both a Porsche
and a Ferrari on this month’s cover and
Max Gerson of 3Zero3 saved my bacon
with an impossible deadline and amazing
photos.
My sincere thanks to all those who
contributed photos and stories, as well
as those I mercilessly harrassed to give
me content or agreed to be interviewed. I
hope I did you proud.

get involved
Contribute to Your Newsletter!

RMR Online Discussion Groups

newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com

groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca

High Gear needs your articles and
photos! Become a part of the awardwinning team by submitting your content
and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by
the 15th of the month:

Join RMR/PCA

Not a member yet? Join RMR/PCA by
visiting www.pca.org and clicking the
Join PCA link.

Advertise in High Gear

Please see page 27 for display advertising rates and other details.

Would you like to discuss Porsches,
RMR or anything else of interest to other
Porschephiles? Check out the RMR
online discussion groups.
Yahoo!:

upcoming events
March
Mon 3/4
		
		
		
		
		

Board Meeting
6:30 meeting at
RG and Associates
4875 Ward Road, Suite 100
Wheat Ridge • 303.293.8107
Meetings open to members

Thu 3/7
		
		
		
		

Membership Social
3Zero3 Motorsports
6:30 p.m.
5000 Robb St., Bldg. 1A
Wheat Ridge, CO

Sat 3/9
		
		
		
		

Porsche Breakfast Club
8:00am breakfast
at Village Inn
4100 E. Mexico, Denver
Erik Behrendsen, organizer

		
		
		
		
		

Tech Inspector Training
9:30am - 11:00am
at Prestige Imports
9201 W. Colfax Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80215

April
Mon 4/1
		
		
		
		
		

Board Meeting
6:30 meeting at
RG and Associates
4875 Ward Road, Suite 100
Wheat Ridge • 303.293.8107
Meetings open to members

Thu 4/4
Membership Social
		 TBD
Sat 4/6
		
		
		
		

Porsche Breakfast Club
8:00am breakfast
at Village Inn
4100 E. Mexico, Denver
Erik Behrendsen, organizer

Mon 4/13
4/14
		
		
		

DE-luxe
AMR sponsored DE
Pikes Peak Int’l Raceway
Fountain, CO

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get Your Newsletter on the Go!
To read High Gear in PDF format on
the Web, go to the RMR Web site at
rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter
link. Back issues are also available on
the Web site.

For the most up-to-date event schedule,
check out the online calendar at

rmr.pca.org
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membership musings

Nancy Warren, Membership Chair

March
Madness…weather,
college
basket-ball tournaments, and Porsches!
Take your pick—whatever suits your fancy!
Spring is on its way, the NCAA tournament
starts in the middle of March, and your
Porsche is waiting to be driven!
Woo-hoo—what a fantastic turnout at the February
membership social! Everyone had a great time at Ferrari of
Denver! Good food, good beer and wow…the cars!
Start getting your Porsche ready for the driving season. The
first DE of the year will be Speed Fever IV at High Plains Raceway
on Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, 28. It is time for the cure! The
charity for the weekend will be the Winter Park Volunteer Ski
Patrol Educational Fund in memory of Gary Dodge, a long time
Ski Patrol volunteer and Rocky Mountain Region member.
There are now 140 PCA regions divided into 13 zones throughout
the United States and Canada. Rocky Mountain Region (central
and northern CO, southeastern WY and southwestern tip of NE)
is in Zone 9, along with our sister region to the south, Alpine
Mountain Region (southern CO), Roadrunner Region (most of NM

and southwestern CO), Intermountain Region (UT and southwest
WY), Carrera Region (southern NM and the western tip of TX),
Llano Estacado Region (Amarillo and TX and OK panhandles)
and the West Texas Region (Lubbock, Midland and south TX).
As you can see, Zone 9 stretches all the way from the Big Bend
of the Rio Grande to the Bonneville Salt Flats. The regions have
a variety of events: DEs, AXs, socials, tours and rallies; and
Rocky Mountain and Intermountain Regions each have a PCA
Club Race in addition to all the other activities! Why not try an
event in one of the other Zone 9 Regions? You might just like it!
If you do a bunch of activities in the other Regions in Zone 9 you
just might win a trophy! A “big” trophy is given to the individual
or couple who travels to the most Regions within Zone 9 during
the calendar year for PCA events. Any activity counts as long as
it is on the Region’s calendar.
Please remember to renew your RMR/PCA membership at
pca.org and to keep your member information up to date! You
do not want to miss out on any of the happenings of RMR.
Hope to see YOU at one of the Porsche club events—and
remember that it is more fun with YOU there!

Let’s give a big Rocky Mountain “Hi”
to the newest members of our club!
Eduardo Aguilar and Rafael Aguilar
Golden, CO
2013 911 (991), Silver

Ernie Nitka and Vicki Ottoson
Wheat Ridge, CO
1999 911, Black

Scott Bredesen
Greenwood Village, CO
2001 Boxster, Green

Andrew Pierce and Mark Greathouse
Golden, CO
1979 928, Black

Vicki Cox-Jones and Harry Jones
Fort Collins, CO
2009 Boxster, Red

Art Van Dyck
Aurora, CO
2013 911 S, Black

John Davis and Brenda Davis
Golden, CO
2007 911 C4S, White

David Wolff and Julie Wolff
Erie, CO
2002 911, Silver

Lee Hurwit
Lafayette, CO
1970 911E, Blue

Interstate Transfers:

Cristina Iordan
Greenwood Village, CO
2005 Cayenne S, Black

Ron Martinez
Englewood, CO
Transfer from: Alpine Mountain
1998 Boxster, Red
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New to RMR or just
not a member yet?
Page 23 describes the various
types of activities our club
members regularly enjoy. Check
it out—then come to our next
event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies,
Autocrosses,
Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows,
Socials & Gatherings,
Charity Support!

Coming Attraction: August 17 & 18, 2013

RMR’s 2013 Club Race and Solo DE

Mark your Calendars now for this exciting event. You don’t
want to miss this! Watch your newsletter and RMR website
for future Club Race & Solo DE information.

If you are reading
this, then so are
your customers!
Placing an ad in HighGear is inexpensive
and very effective and keeps your club
newsletter alive and well. Over 2000 people
will read this ad! See page 19 for details.
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Porsche Breakfast Club

makes big splash at Lafayette show.

Words: Erik Behrendsen, Pictures: Mike Pappas
On a crisp Saturday morning in February,
the Cars & Coffee crowd in Lafayette,
Colorado, was in full bloom. If you
have not attended this grassroots car
extravaganza, you need to!
Started five years ago by Michael
Ferguson, this has become the most

6
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relevant monthly gathering of interesting
cars in Colorado.
The original site, located approximately a few hundred yards from the
current location, became very popular,
but because of the limited parking, only
35 or so cars could be grouped together.
This created a frustrating situation to
anyone who showed up after 8:30 a.m.
Parking spaces now full, fine machines
were relegated to the outskirts and into
obscurity. Then, two years ago, it was
decided to move Cars & Coffee to a larger
locale, and what a difference it made!
Within months, 150-plus cars started
showing up. And now, even in the dead
of winter, with temperatures hovering
in the high 20s, the parking area is still
nearly full by 8:30 a.m.! This event is
proving more and more popular for the
car-craving public that just can’t wait for
the car shows in the spring!

Mark your calendars for this fun and exciting Porsche event to be held at Front Range Airport. The autocross school
(on Saturday, May 4) is an event that we encourage you to try whether or not you plan to autocross or participate in
driver education events in the future. Our excellent club instructors will work with you while you learn the capabilities of
your Porsche (or other chosen automobile) and yourself with plenty of driving time through three car control exercises.
Learn about car balance through two slalom courses and throttle steering around two different skid pads, and learn how
to plan and look ahead while manipulating your way through a mini autocross course.
We guarantee one thing—that you will leave the autocross school with a huge smile and will be ready to prove your
new-found skills on Sunday on the full autocross course. We also know that the knowledge you
gain of your automobile’s capabilities and the driving tips from our trained
instructors are directly applicable to everyday driving
and will make you a more alert and safer driver on the
road.
Watch the website and your emails for additional
details. The autocross school is very popular and limited
to 65 students. Sign up early to get in on the action. A
Porsche is not required; however, we can only accept
SUVs with a Cayenne badge. Convertibles are permitted
and the club does have loaner helmets.
If you have any questions or if you can volunteer
please contact our event chair, Chris Sulley, at cjsulley@
comcast.net or 303-808-2179.

>=@A163;3@1323A/C27DE
3\UW\SAca^S\aW]\3ZSQb`WQOZ;SQVO\WQOZ
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482013
HOURS
AT
RMR Pilgrimage to the PCA
Story by Kathy Fricke and Joe Warren,
photos by André Nieuwenhuizen
Sebring International Raceway has a long
history of hosting both professional and
PCA Club Racing and Solo DE events. This
year they hosted their 20th Anniversary of
the PCA 48 Hours at Sebring Club Race
weekend. Among the 293 Club Race
entries and 140 Solo Driver Ed entries
were 15 hardy Club Race and Solo DE
drivers from Rocky Mountain Region.
Several more were working the race as
National Club Racing staff from Colorado.
National staff included our own Chief
Steward, Vicki Earnshaw, who was the
lead Steward for the race. Along with
Vicki were Chief Scrutineer Ray Newman
and Rules Chair and Scrutineer Walt
Fricke.
Club Racers from our region were
Alan Benjamin, Dave Speights, Michael
and Bruce McGrath, Alex Welch, Joe
Bank, Chad Cox, Adam Jaspers, Dean
Johnson, Kim and Paul Gutowski, and
Bruce McPherson. Solo DE drivers
from RMR were Bill Kubilus and André
Nieuwenhuizen, joined by a friend of
RMR, Kurt Lampkin from the Roadrunner
Region.
The racers and solo driver education
drivers would not have been as
successful without the support of many
RMR members, family, and friends by
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their side. Joe Warren (the Professor)
was there to assist Dean Johnson but
ended up assisting other RMR racers too.
Angela Hill and Adam’s family were on
hand to support Adam Jaspers, which is
a handful in itself since Adam and Tommy
Dean ended up helping not only Joe Bank,
but also Chad Cox, with extended car
repairs. Chad’s repairs included removing
the engine and transmission and having

the transmission rebuilt on site, then
doing a complete install once again and
having the car ready for the next day’s
track sessions. Joe Rothman supported
both Dave Speights and Alan Benjamin.
Joe is a real trouper: He drove their rig
to Sebring and then back to Colorado
without a problem. The McGraths and
Alex Welch were supported by 3R’s Lucas
Zinn and Paul Delio, very accomplished

SEBRING
Club Race & Solo DE
technicians who did a great job. Kim and
Paul were supported by Gordon Friedman
from South Carolina. Bill was supported
ably by Craig Crease. Steve Rowe not
only supported Alan Benjamin, but he
made himself available to assit other RMR
drivers.
The racing was very exciting, with
over 90 cars taking the green flag in the
Red (Cup Car) run group. Also considering
the number of cars in the Green and
Orange run groups, the action was nonstop from Friday to Sunday. We are sure
some of the in-car cameras will produce
many videos of the weekend’s racing.
Because this was racing, some
of our contingent were involved in
accidents with other cars (none their
fault), or missed shifts, or otherwise
suffered mechanical woes. The ability
to manage disappointment is one of the
characteristics a racer must have.
Following are comments from some
of our Sebring drivers and support folks:

moments away from doing the enduro
with Chad Cox in his car. It was not to
be this year. There will be plenty of other
races, and he will be back to Sebring in
2014.

Tommy Dean: The trip to Sebring was
memorable because RMR PCA was there
in force and despite mechanical and
track issues, everyone pitched in to help
where needed. It is a testament to the
camaraderie that exists in our local club
and the PCA. Tommy also said that Dean
Johnson and Dave Speights were the
“last men standing” in our pits. They ran a
flawless race weekend.
Side note from Tommy; “The last time
I lay under a car that long, I was in high
school! Plus, I am still recovering from
too many late nights and 5 Guys Burgers
and Fries!”
André Nieuwenhuizen: As you know,

there was a huge amount of adversity
over the weekend. Joe, Chad, and Adam
put in a Herculean effort over the winter
Joe Bank: Joe sent his picture of the to prepare their cars for this event and
newly formed “Team Rächer Rennstall.” drove three days to Sebring only to
have everything possible
He also commented that
go wrong. What impressed
the best of intentions
me most was the way these
were there. He was even

Joe Warren made the following
keen observations during his
first visit to Sebring...
SIZE: This is a big, fast, rough track. It is 3.7
miles around and the lap times range from
2:07 to 2:50 minutes. [Editor’s Note: 2:07 is
an average speed of almost 105 mph.] From
various viewing points around the track,
you can see the cars bouncing around as
they brake or accelerate. The paddock is
all paved, and again it’s very big...
NOISE: Because of the hard surfaces of
the track, paddock, and concrete barriers,
the noise is very loud. The drivers say it is
noisy on the track because of the barriers
on most sides. No wonder they give away
ear plugs at Registration!
NIGHT RACING: They hold a night race
for Club Racers and a session for DE-ers.
There are lots of lights around the track, but
it still looks hard no matter how many lights
get hung on the car. Bad visibility and all
the noise must make it hard to keep your
bearings at speed at night. It is very cool
to watch the night racing, especially from a
balcony on the fourth floor of the hotel with
a glass of wine and a bunch of friends…
CARNAGE: The track beats up cars; things
that might not break at other racetracks
WILL break here. Every driver is hyped
on the history of the track and the event.
The miscalculations that could lead to
accidents and bent metal happened!

COLORADO and WYOMING TEAMWORK:
Want some help getting your transmission
out? No problem. Have to replace some
rocker arms that somehow got broken? No
problem. Need a fender rolled? No problem.
Need help getting that transmission back
in? No problem. Mashed in the front of
your SC and the hood will not close and the
front clip is mangled? No problem with just
the application of pop-rivets, self-tapping
screws, metal tape, big bolts, part of the top
of a plastic box, a floor jack to move metal,
a drill or two, more metal tape and an outer
layer of black racer’s tape. A “Mile High
Salute” to Adam Jaspers for working hard
on a bunch of cars and providing the power
to light up the night!
FLORIDA ORANGES: They had them in a
big box at Registration; they’re excellent!
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guys, including Tommy Dean, helped
each other without reserve, working into
the early hours of the morning trying to
repair each other’s cars. It is in times
of adversity that you see what people
are made of. The camaraderie was
impressive and there was no whining,
sulking or bad attitude. Despite all the
hardships, we still had a fantastic time. It
is a pleasure for me to be hooked up with
these guys.

Joe Warren: A “Mile High Salute” to
all of our drivers and participants, and
especially to our DE drivers and racers
Dean Johnson and David Speights for
having a perfect weekend!

Kathy Fricke: The Sebring Club Race is
an experience in itself. It is so exciting
to be there among all my old friends and
to enjoy the activities. Just to attend and
support our National staff and drivers, to
say nothing of racing or doing the Solo
DE, is an opportunity of a lifetime. If you
have the chance to attend and feel the
excitement, join in on the 2014 Pilgrimage
to the PCA 48 Hours of Sebring!

Driver
Coaching
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Individual or small
group coaching
For novice drivers to
experienced racers
13 years experience
in-car coaching
Successful SCCA, PCA
and NASA racer
Pre and post track day
consultation included
Extremely affordable
rates
References available
Guaranteed results

Joe Rothman
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720-350-4918
Cell 720-382-6167
jrothma@hotmail.com

HELL ON WHEELS!
Ladies’ Day, 2013

Save the date! Saturday, June 8th at the Colorado Highway
Patrol Track in Golden. Once again, Rocky Mountain Region
will host a DE for ladies only! Ladies, this is your chance to
have the track to yourselves—no male drivers allowed!
Stay tuned for all the major and minor details.
		
For questions, please contact the event chairs:
Luann Dodge (racingprincess@earthlink.net) or Nancy Warren (nanru@hotmail.com)
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RMR Invades Ferrari of Denver!
Story by Erik Behrendsen, photos by Mike Pappas
Thanks to Mark Dismuke, General
Manager, and the entire staff at Ferrari
of Denver for what turned out to be the
largest Membership Social, ever!
The usual flow of people started to
trickle in a bit past 6 p.m., then at precisely
6:30 p.m., the majority of members walked
through the door.
Well, that’s how it has gone in the past,
but this time, as the clock ticked beyond
our regular meeting time, the flow didn’t
stop, and it didn’t stop for a long time! We
had almost 300 people in attendance, and,
I believe, the most people ever to gather
at FoD.
The beer flowed and the brats were
devoured, while everyone ogled the fine
assortment of Ferraris, Bentleys, and yes,

12

High
Gear
March 2013

even Porsches. The evening also included
many raffle prizes: 10 large Porsche
calendars donated by Stevinson Imports,
a large cache of shirts and hats from
Roger Buswell’s DE event last June, and
the 5 Grand Prizes from Ferrari of Denver.
The Grand Prize package consisted of
having the winner’s Porsche picked
up in FoD’s trailer, brought back to the

dealership, inspected, fully detailed, and
then returned once again to the owner’s
home in the enclosed trailer. Now that’s
what I call a first class event!
I look forward to seeing everyone at
the next RMR-PCA Membership Social:
March 7th, at 3Zero3 Motorsports (see
page 2 for details). I wonder what they’ll
do to top this?

2301 West Cornell Street
Englewood, Colorado, 80113
Main:
Fax:

(720) 235.4323
(720) 235.4328

Visit us on the web at......

www.RaceKraftDesign.com
PERFORMANCE

PRECISION

PA S S I O N

We are a race shop committed to high quality competition Porsche services

dedicated to the Vintage Road Racing community & their machinery.

Quality Integrity Accountability Speed! 40+ years of Porsche experience
State-of-the-art equipment CNC machining Custom fabrication

Race and performance street engine building and modification
Experts in Porsche Engine Machining, Development, and Assembly
Custom built and blue printed race engines
Develop horsepower and reliability from your existing engine
Design, prototype, and machine performance racing parts
Porsche Race Chassis Construction
Suspension Design, Fabrication

Questions about your Project? Email us at:

drive.fast@RaceKraftDesign.com
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PORSCHE V
by David Schmidt

There are a select few and
very fortunate members
of our club who happen to
own premium sports cars of
different marques. I’ve often
wondered what it must be
like to have the option on a
glorious sun-filled day to gaze
upon two sets of keychains
(both, ironically, featuring
the same black stallion) and
getting to choose between
taking out the Porsche or
giving the Ferrari a spin.
The big automotive magazines do a
great job of covering the brands against
one another in their all-too-common “X
vs. Y” comparison tests and a plethora of
contests to measure one against the other,
but rarely the nuances of ownership. With
last month’s Membership Social at Ferrari
of Denver still fresh in our minds, let’s delve
deeper into what it’s like to have two (or
more) of these remarkable cars parked in
your garage, the characteristics of each,
and what really sets them apart.
Steve Wright is a longtime RMR
member and experienced sports car owner.
“I have been a Porschephile for a
number of years, including a 911SC, now a
well worn club racer, a 993C2S, a Boxster, a
997 cabriolet, and a Cayenne daily driver,”
Steve states. “I recently sold the 997 for
a Ferrari F430 Spider. Make no mistake,
the car is beautiful, it’s fast, and it makes
that sound that only Ferraris make. I don’t
believe I have ever turned the radio on,as it
makes its own brand of music.”
“However,” he continues, “it is not a
Porsche. The Porsche will never let you
down. It is German reliability at its finest,
and built like a tank. The Ferrari, though
beautiful, is a fragile partner. I worry about
whether or not it will cooperate whenever
I start it. It is a very complicated piece of
machinery, especially the awesome, but
finicky, F1 transmission. Never thought I
would love an ‘automatic,’ but I do love this
one in spite of its quirks.”
“One other little item,” Steve added.
“If you think Porsches are expensive to
maintain, the Ferrari falls deep into the
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Erik Behrendsen poses
with his beloved 360 Modena.
“The Ferrari definitely gets
more attention over the
Porsches. I remember the first
time driving it home from the
dealership. There were many
enthusiastic waves and a
couple guys taking pictures or
videos of the car. If you don’t
want to attract attention, don’t
drive a Ferrari!”

‘Are you kidding me?’ category. The bottom
line is that I love both cars differently. The
Ferrari for its incredible sound and shape,
the Porsche because it is not only beautiful
and quick, but it will always get you from A
to B with little fuss.”
Steve’s observations are enforced
by those of his peers. Bill Terry is also an
owner of both brands.
“I have always thought that it unAmerican not to have a few spare cars sitting
around,” Bill said facetiously. “Patriotically,
then, my wife and I do have a few, including
my 2008 Cayman S, Julie’s 2011 Boxster S,
and my 2001 Ferrari 360 Modena. I have
also had two other Boxsters, a 914, a 1971
911E, and a 1974 911 Carrera that I kept for
20 years.”
“They are all mid-engine two-seaters,
so they all really occupy the same niche,”
Bill continued. “Nevertheless, they are all
quite different. There are things I prefer
about each of them. One major difference
among them is their transmissions.
The Cayman has a six-speed manual
transmission, the Boxster has PDK, and the
Ferrari has the F1 transmission. Both the
PDK and F1 transmissions are gearboxes
with regular clutches but no clutch pedals.
These transmissions perform gear changes
electrohydraulically upon signals sent
by paddle shifters or by computer in the
automatic mode. The Boxster also has a
console-mounted shift lever that can be
pushed forward or pulled backward to
initiate the gear changes. I have practiced
the art of driving a stick-shift car for a
long time, and I love driving my manual-

shifting Cayman S. But the paddle-shift
transmissions are functionally superior. In
the Boxster, the shift paddles move with the
steering wheel; in the Ferrari, the paddles
stay at 9 and 3, and I can always find them
instantly. I like the F1 transmission best.”
Erik Behrendsen also has an Italian and
a German steed in his stable: a 2000 Ferrari
360 Modena and an 1987 Porsche Turbo
(amongst others). He agrees completely
with Steve and Bill.
“The best way to explain how they
make me feel is, my Porsches are rock
solid and dependable,” Erik vehemently
claims. “They are beautiful, capable and
trusted companions of the road. Basically,
get in and drive them and not worry about
reliability.”
Erik revealed more; “I’ve now owned
a couple of Ferraris, my

VS FERRARI
first a 1985 308 GTSiQV. Getting my first
Ferrari was a magical experience, one
of unbelievable joy and the realization
that I now own one! They are machines
that bring out an abundance of emotional
experiences, both extraordinarily good, and
depressingly bad. The elation of hearing
8,500 revs behind your right ear is nothing
short of automotive nirvana. However,
minutes later to have the same car stop
running on half the cylinders...a miserable
feeling of what just happened. I guess to
sum it up, Porsches are the stable one in a
relationship and Ferraris are an emotional
roller coaster. I, however, would never be
happy without either in my garage.”
No doubt one of the finer and less talked
about aspects of driving one of Maranello’s
voluptuous beauties is the impact it has on
those around you.
“The Porsche turns heads on the
highway,” Steve said, “but the Ferrari
seems to cause folks around you to forget
about their own driving, as they are intently
staring at the car. I am always a bit nervous
on I-25!”
Bill noticed the same reaction; “The
Ferrari attracts a lot more attention.
I have gotten ‘thumbs-up’ from
fans ranging from teenage
boys to a middle-aged

Corvette driver. Hardly anyone ever seems
to get excited about the Porsches. To my
eye, the Cayman is the most beautiful
design Porsche has ever produced, but the
Ferrari (like most Ferraris) is even prettier.
At least it’s more dramatic.”
“Right now my 1987 930 Turbo is the
weapon of choice,” Erik said. “The more I
drive this amazing machine the more I love
it. I’ve always wanted one, as most boys
who had a poster of it on a bedroom wall
can attest to. Knowing that this was once
the high mark in automotive excellence and
to now own one is really very special for
me.”
When posed with the choice between
the two, Erik had to do some reflection, but
concluded that it would be the Ferrari. “This
was an automotive marque that I thought I
would never be fortunate enough to own. It
was absolutely an unobtainable benchmark,
or so I thought at the time. But it really has
more to do with what I’ve been able to
accomplish from a business standpoint and
the achievement it represents.”

Bill summarized the enviable dilemma
of choosing between the two cars this way:
“One reason people drive sports cars is for
excitement. That’s a subjective thing, but to
me the Ferrari is more exciting, hands down.
The Porsches are probably more practical,
but so is a Honda Civic. If I could only have
one premium sports car it would be a Ferrari,
but I would trade in both my Cayman S and
my Ferrari 360 on a Ferrari F430. The F430
is an evolutionary refinement of the 360, but
it is superior in almost every way, not least
of which is an extra 100 horsepower. Still, I
enjoy my Cayman S and 360 enough that I’m
going to keep them both instead of pooling
my resources and moving up to a single car
that’s better than either one. The Porsches
have superior road feel, but otherwise their
handling is pretty similar. They all feel
right. They are all road rockets, and they
all have amazing handling. I would drive
any of them on an all-day trip and never
wish I were in one of the others. For trips
over a few hundred miles, though, I would
rather be in a personal airplane. But that’s
another story.”

Erik’s Porsche 930 basks in the glow of
the setting sun. Photo by owner.

High
Gear
March 2013

15

16

High
Gear
March 2013

Climbing America’s Mountain
by Chris Lennon

Getting 50 AMR and RMR members out
on a February weekend to go for a drive?
Sounds crazy, perhaps. Well, Porsche
people are a hardy breed, and they proved
it on February 9th in Colorado Springs.
We gathered at Porsche of
Colorado Springs to pay tribute to Pikes
Peak, known as America’s Mountain.
Specifically, we gathered to learn a bit
about the biggest race in Colorado—the
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb. Did
you know it is the second oldest motor
race in North America? Or that teams
from almost every continent come to
Colorado Springs every year to compete
in it?
There were so many things to learn.
Three of the Porsches set to compete in
the 2013 race were there in person: Chris
Lennon’s 911 RSR Replica, Fred Veitch’s
996 Turbo, and Robert Prilika’s Cup Car.
Chris led a presentation, talking all about
the history of the race, some of the unique
aspects of it, and the challenges that car
and driver face which aren’t normally
encountered in a more traditional race.
Attendees got to feel what it was like to
race up the mountain through some incar video shown on the big screen.
Then, it was time to climb the
mountain ourselves. We all piled into
our cars (mostly Porsches, but even
including one Ferrari 458 Spider with its
top down), and headed to the mountain.
As usual in Colorado, what started as a
comfortable mid-40s day at the dealership
quickly changed. We had a great drive
to about the half-way point, when what
did we encounter? Snow! Did that stop
us? Of course not. Even those in RWD
Porsches plowed (almost literally) ahead.
Eventually, we were turned around by the
rangers, but not after having a blast!

On the way back down, one
participant had a tire literally fall apart on
him, but we were able to get him back on
the road with his collapsible spare in no
time at all.
Special thanks go to Porsche of
Colorado Springs for providing a perfect

place to start the tour and display the
cars, as well as a delicious lunch for all
who came.
Mark June 30th on your calendar, and
come on down to witness this fabulous
international race yourself, and cheer on
the Porsche contingent.

Photo by Mike Pappas

Left: Robert Prilika
(center), of Porsche of
Colorado Springs, chats
with Kim and Craig
Bowman before joining
the entourage up the
slippery slopes to the
(near) top of Pikes Peak.

Photo by Mike Pappas

Photo by Nick Nick Photography
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DE-luxe at PPIR!
Sponsored by Elite Deck & Fence
We’re going to start the 2013 driving
season in style! We are very happy
to announce that we are returning to
the track at Pikes Peak International
Raceway for our first Driver Education
event of the season.
Have you ever driven on a track that
has hosted races with winners such as
Scott Dixon, Dario Franchitti, and Dan
Wheldon?
PPIR is a great track for the beginner
and experienced driver alike. We will
be running about 2/3 of the famed oval,
plus the challenging infield road course
section, so you get the best of both worlds.
If you haven’t felt the thrill of going flat out
around a banked oval, it’s something you
need to experience.
The facilities here are the best in
the state, with a fully paved paddock,
spotless garages, a large indoor viewing
area, and a view of the entire circuit from

atop the scoring tower. Plus, it’s only an
hour south of the Denver Tech Center, just
south of Colorado Springs, right on I-25.
As part of this event, we’ll also be
hosting a DE-luxe party on Saturday night
at the track’s beautiful banquet room.
This dinner is open to everyone, so sign
up for the festivities even if you’re not
participating in the DE.
As with all Driver’s Education events,
you’ll have the opportunity to learn from
our dedicated corps of high-performance
driving instructors, who will give you oneon-one instruction on how to drive your
car in a safe, fun, and fast manner around
this fun 1.3-mile track.
Be sure to sign up now. This event
sold out quickly last year, and we expect
more of the same this year. Registration
deadline is April 6, 2013. Sign up today at
www.motorsportreg.com. For questions,
contact elitedeckandfence@q.com.

When

April 13-14, 2013

Where Pikes Peak Int’l Raceway
				 Fountain, Colorado
Cost $200 for the entire
				 weekend. Plus, get your
				 very own NASCAR/
				IndyCar garage slot, for
				 only $50 for the entire
				weekend.
Saturday Nite $20 each, all inclusive.
Dinner/Party
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At Speed, On Track; Is Your Car Ready?
by Hank Padilla, your NEW Tech Chair, and Tommy Dean, your previous and out-going Tech Chair
The first Driver Education event is scheduled, spring is around the
corner, and you have been thinking of the thrill and excitement of
learning new skills on track. Whether it is your first DE or your
fiftieth, you have that feeling that this year, 2013, is going to be the
best track year ever.
That first day on track will be great and we are here to help
assure that happens.
Let’s talk about Tech Inspections and why they are so important.
Tech Inspections help to ensure that you are safe, your car is safe
and those around you on track are safe.
Simply put, the Tech Inspection, or Pre-Tech, is designed to have
a good look over your Porsche and identify any deficiencies with an
eye on what can and frequently does fail on a vehicle driven on a
race track. DE events require Tech Inspections to help ensure the
safety of others and yourself, as noted above.
Pre-Tech sessions typically occur during the two weeks prior
to an event and are held at a number of shops in the greater Denver
Metro area. At the Pre-Tech, Volunteer
Tech Inspectors are available to
perform inspections and answer any
questions you might have about the
inspection process. Choose a location
that is convenient for you, and arrive at
the Pre-Tech with your Tech Inspection
Sheet and your car in track-ready
condition. As with most other RMR
events, these are also social events,
so feel free to meet and chat with other
Porsche owners as the inspections are
performed.
During the inspection process,
any items that are found needing to be
repaired or replaced are required to be
fixed before your Porsche is permitted on the track. For a list of what
will be inspected, go to the RMR Porsche Club web page, http://rmr.
pca.org/, click on the Forms Tab, and open the Tech Inspection Sheet.
Print this out and take it to your Tech Inspection. Fill out only the top
part. One item you need to think about is when you last changed your
brake fluid. Fill this in ahead of time.
While all items on the inspection list are important, there are a
few that are particularly noteworthy. Are your brake pads adequate
for track use? The minimum thickness is 3/16 inch; however, if your
car is in a higher horsepower range and you are more aggressive in
braking you might think of starting with more thickness. Pads also
can be thicker on top and thinner on bottom. Knowledge of brake
pad wear comes with experience. Also, the thinner the pad material,
the more heat is transferred to the brake fluid.
How about your brake fluid? Is it more than 12 months old? If so,
it will need to be changed in order to pass tech. Fluid more than 12
months old causes concern for moisture contamination. Sufficient
amounts of moisture entrained within brake fluid have a higher
probability of causing your brakes to lose their ability to stop your car
in the manner you are used to. Don’t find out on the track.
How are your tires? Do they have proper tread depth? If you are
at the minimum depth of 1/16 inch on Saturday morning, will your tires
make it throughout the day? All drivers push their cars differently
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and tire wear varies with driving style and skill. Don’t start out at
the bare minimums.
What about engine fluids? Are there leaks of any kind? Most
of us have witnessed individuals whose DE events were cut short
by items that should have been replaced and/or maintained.
The intent of this article is not to cover each and every item, but
to highlight potential problem areas as examples. You, as the car
owner/driver, are responsible for the condition of your car and its
equipment. The Tech Inspector’s job is to verify the condition and
to identify possible issues before they arise.
There is no charge for Tech Inspections performed before
the DE. We will provide Tech Inspections on the day of the event;
however, we highly discourage event-day inspections. One reason
is that there will be a $50 charge to perform Tech Inspections on the
day of the DE event. This fee is waived if you live more than 30 miles
from the nearest tech inspection location or you are out of the area
on business or vacation the day of the inspection. Another reason
we discourage track-day inspections
is that if you fail inspection, you will
more than likely not be able to drive.
No one wants to see that happen.
Additionally, everyone expects our DE
events to run on schedule. Track-day
inspections complicate the schedule
and have a good chance of causing
you and the person inspecting your
car to be late for their event. Having
said that, we do understand there are
some circumstances where you have
to have a track day inspection. In
that case, we will still be smiling and
helping you get your car inspected.
One last important item!
On March 9, 2013, we will be conducting our yearly RMR Tech
Inspection Training. This training is an informative morning, which
will teach you the specifics of being a Tech Inspector. After the
session, you will “graduate” and be able to contribute your time
in helping your club and fellow members enjoy the best Driver
Education events this year. This year, the training will be at

Prestige Imports Service Department
9201 W. Colfax Ave., Lakewood, CO
Saturday 9:30 – 11:00, March 9, 2013
Come at 9:00 for coffee, juice and donuts.
Key Points:
• Tech Inspections are required before the track event.
• Knowing your Porsche is well maintained and ready for the
track gives you confidence and helps ensure you will have a
mechanically trouble free day.
• Print out the Inspection Sheet, fill it in and bring it to your
Pre-Tech (http://rmr.pca.org/default2.aspx?forms=1).
• Attend the Pre-Tech inspection, get to know your car, and have
fun visiting with your peers.
• Think about becoming a Tech Inspector and help your club!

April 27th-28th, High Plains Raceway
The first RMR Driver Education event of 2013!
Greetings, Fever Fans (Speed Fever IV, that is)! Just
one more month until our world-famous event, and
your chance to blow out those winter Porschedriving cobwebs!
Have you registered yet?? If not, be sure to visit
Motorsportreg (follow the RMR Event Registration
link at http://rmr.pca.org) and register. Of course,
we will have a great commemorative shirt, not to
mention that registering early will allow you to
choose your size.
The event runs April 27 and 28 (Joe and Troy’s
Olde Almanac promises great weather again!),
at beautiful High Plains Raceway (http://www.
highplainsraceway.com). This will be a non-timed
event and promises to include lots of track time for
all. As always, Beer:30 snacks and refreshments
will cap off each day, ahh.
This year we will be honoring our friend Gary
Dodge and featuring a charity that was close to
his heart, the Winter Park Volunteer Ski Patrol
Educational Fund. We will collect donations at the
event and submit them on his behalf, so please
open your
hearts, and your wallets.

We’d also like to mention that for the fourth year
in a row, Speed Fever is being sponsored by Greg
Johnson and Eurosport Limited (Union and Santa Fe
in Englewood, 303-789-2545); Thanks, Greg! Greg’s
shop will be participating in the free pre-tech day and
can also help get your car ready after being laid up all
winter long!
The FREE pre-techs for our event will occur on
Wednesday, April 17 at the following locations:
Denver - Eurosport Ltd, 5:30 to 7pm
(1855 W Union Ave, # C)
POC: Greg Johnson, 303-789-2545
Boulder - Carquip, 6:00 to 7pm
(7191 Arapahoe Rd, Suite B)
POC: Tom Conway, 303-443-1343
Fort Collins - Poudre Sports Car 5:30 to 7pm
(5806 S College Ave.)
POC: Zach Schroeder, 970-229-0990
PS - Technical Inspection at the track may cost you $50
depending upon if you were just lazy and missed the
free inspections or have a really good excuse. Email
Troy (or Joe) for preapproval of your really good excuse
(troy_n@yahoo.com).

We look forward to seeing our
old friends, and new, and to another fantastic event!
If you have questions, send Joe (warrenjoee@hotmail.com)
and/or Troy (troy_n@yahoo.com) a note. Look for email
blasts and the RMR Facebook page for updates!
We hope to see you soon!
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The 911SC Baby Carriage

by Menelaos Karamichalis

“Do you know what time it is?” That was my wife calling my
mobile phone as I was leaving Minneapolis, MN. The clock
in the car was not set correctly, so I had no idea. “It is 9:11!”
Now, I do not necessarily believe in fate, but THAT was a sign.
I zipped up my jacket to my chin (no heat in the car), turned on
the CD player and started the journey back
home. This trek had adventure written all
over it.
My destination was 530 miles away,
the temperature in the single digits, the
tires bald, and there was snow on the
ground. Did I care? No, I had just picked
up a Euro-spec 911SC!
I had never owned an air-cooled car
and I did not want a “nice” car. I wanted
an experience, an assault to the senses.
This car was it! The engine, the steering,
the shifter, a thrill every mile. My new 25year old daily driver.
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The car was already on its way to becoming a track car,
hence it was mechanically solid. It took me three fun-filled
months worth of lunch breaks and quick runs to Ace Hardware
(they have an excellent metric hardware section) to restore the
911 into full street mode, so that everything (including the heater)
worked.
Needless to say, I drove the car
everywhere (assuming my wife was
not fighting me for the keys). It was so
liberating to drive a Porsche anywhere I
wanted to, as the paint was not pristine,
by any means. My garage queen 951
seemed like a door-ding magnet, with its
impeccable body…This 911 laughed at
shopping carts.
My son was born six months later, but
the car remained part of the family. As
one can tell from the picture, the rear
spoiler has multiple uses. Drive on!

in the zone

Liz Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative

Hello, Zone 9! As promised, I have a
report for you that’s heavy on the pictures
and light on the verbiage. In late January,
my friend, Linda, and I volunteered for The
Racer’s Group at the Rolex 24 in Daytona.
This was our second year and we had a
fantastic time again. TRG had three cars in
the GT Class but had some problems with
each of them throughout the race and was
not able to finish the race with any ofthem. But Linda and I were
able to help out for most of the race and, of course, we stayed
in the pits for the entire race and that was a lot of fun. It was
amazing that for the last 5 minutes of the race, things were very
close with the DP class and the GT class. I’m sure Linda and I will
make the trip next year and volunteer again with the team.
In early February (as in February 1st), many of the Zone 9 Region
representatives descended upon Amarillo for the Presidents’
Meeting. We gathered at Napoli’s on Friday night and got a
head-start on meeting everyone (or renewing friendships). Then
on Saturday morning, we met at Vintage Autohaus for the daylong meeting. I was pleased that nearly every president was in
attendance (vice-president in the case of RMR), plus we had a
couple of PCA award-winning webmasters and the newsletter
editor from IMR. In addition, Steve Krysil from PCNA joined us,

plus RJ Wilmoth and his wife, Linda Bosko, were there. Steve
gave a great presentation on info from the Porsche factory, and
RJ educated us on some early history of PCA. Also, as part of the
presentations, Chris Lennon explained how to plan and organize a
tour. I’ve been on a tour organized by Chris and Kathleen Lennon
and they are definitely the experts in that area!
Saturday night dinner was at the Big Texan Steakhouse—Home
of the 72 Ounce Free Steak! (As long as you eat it within an hour.)
Several of us tried (well, not really), and we had a very enjoyable
dinner, as several of the Llano Estacado Region members joined
us. Then, after dinner, Chris Lennon showed some pictures and
an in-car video of the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb. A fun
weekend, to be sure.
A week later, I attended the PCA Winter meeting in Orlando.
Two days of meetings with the PCA Executive Council, National
Staff, and several chair-people. It was great to meet with the
other Zone Reps and go through “Zone College.” There were
several new Zone Reps and some new National staff members
and we learned more about PCA and the club governance.
Unfortunately, most of us didn’t have time to enjoy Disney World,
but we did get to see the fireworks on Friday night and we
newbies got our mouse ears.
The Zone 9 Regions have their calendars filling up so check
them out and sign up for something! Hope to see you soon.

Porsche Parade 2013: Traverse City, Michigan
Nestled on the shores of Lake Michigan
and the Grand Traverse Bay, the Grand
Traverse Resort and Spa will host our funfilled 58th Porsche Parade this summer:
June 23-29, 2013. With 900 acres of rolling
greens, woodlands and waterfront, a
multitude of vineyards, orchards and
coastal roadways nearby, there is much to
see, much to do, and much to enjoy!
The Porsche Parade is the PCA’s
annual convention. It is a week-long
extravaganza of car events, tech sessions,
social events and FUN. Whether you like
to autocross, rally, tour or, Concours, there
is plenty to do and see. Attendance is
roughly 2000 people, most of whom arrive
in their beautiful and much loved Porsche
automobiles. The Parade is a great family
vacation, and the Traverse City area has a
wide variety of kid-friendly activities.
You must register in advance for
Parade as there is no on-site signup.
Registration opens March 12th. There will
be a link to register on www.pca.org as
well as parade2013.pca.org.

Competition! Parade has four
competitive events each year:

1. The Porsche Concours
d’Elegance gets started
early on Monday, June 24th
on the beautiful fairways of
the Grand Traverse Resort.
Whether you happen to be a
seasoned Concours participant, a
first time entrant, or a volunteer, there is
an opportunity for every Parade entrant
to get involved in this prestigious event.
The Concours d’Elegance is not just about
the competition, it’s about getting involved
and participating with others who share
a common appreciation for the Porsche
marque. New this year! The Concours
will include a “street” class for those who
want to show their cars, but on more of an
entry level. In the new street class, only
the interior and exterior, including wheels
and tires, will be judged.
2. The Mobil TSD Rally on Tuesday
June 25th takes us in and around the

beautiful vineyards, orchards,
forests and dunes of the area
in a rally that’s sure to be
remembered by all.
3. The Michelin Autocross is on Wednesday and
Thursday, June 26-27, at the
nearby Antrim County Airport.
With the Parade team promising a
challenging old-school runway autocross,
this is sure to be a truly fun event!
4. The Technical/Historical Quiz will
be presented to those who dare on the
morning of Friday, June 28. Entrants will
be tested on their knowledge of general
Porsche interests, mechanical details,
and the historical aspects of the Porsche
family, business, and the ever-growing line
of models and variants. Be sure to study
for a top score or just show up to see what
you think you know. Source materials for
studying will be available on the Parade
website as the date draws near.

High
Gear
March 2013

23

classified ads
Classified ads are free to RMR/PCA members
for items personally owned by the member.
No commercial ads. Ads for non-members
are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR
Treasurer - Roger Buswell, 1200 Greenwood
Lane, Castle Rock, CO 80104). Ads must be
75 words or less. Deadline for classified ad
submission is the 15th of the previous month.
Member ads will run for two issues. Ads
will also appear with an optional photo on
the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

porsche cars

Color center caps and color valve stem caps
included. Free tires - not much left but could
last another 5,000 miles. Call Shelby at 303588-8110. [Mar]
Antera #309 wheels - Made in Italy. Refinished
powder-coated antrhracite. 18/8 et 47 fronts,
18/10 et 50 rears for street or track. BF goodrich
tires G-force 235-40-zr18 & 265-35-zr18 good
condition. Wheels fitment for 911 and Turbos
(78 - 07), 964, 968, 993, 996 as well as 944 (83
-91) and some Boxsters as well. Balanced
ready to mount. Asking $1,500/best offer. Call:
303-243-4004/Email: execautos@q.com. [Mar]

1986 951 DE/Race car - Set up to run 315s all
the way around under the big fiberglass flares.
2500 lbs. 275 hp, adjustable boost, cage, 2 sets
CCW wheels, Lexan windshield plus spare, 1
good set of Hoosiers, Sparco seat w. 5-point,
Big Reds, LSD, dual-element wing, Cervelli
breathed-upon coilovers. 2:00 flat at HPR on
pump premium. PCA log-booked as GT3S
- easy conversion to a class winning SP3 or
kick all your buddies butts in DE as is. Only
$10K. Contact: mikequigley@mercuryelectric.
biz - 720.732.3130. Car is in Denver. [Feb]

Four 6” X 15” Fuchs alloys - Beautifully
polished lip and spokes, black background.
Straight and true, caps and nuts included. ‘73
date. None better for $1,200. Also: Four VW
Touareg 19” OEM five-spoke wheels - will fit
Cayenne. Nice. $800/set. Lastly: Four 6” X
16” Porsche 993 space saver spare wheels
- The Holy Grail of 356 Outlaw wheels! Tires
removed, beautiful condition, ready for your
finish. $2,500/set. Gary Moschetti, Rocky
Mountain 356 Club, 303-494-7281 or gtmos@
aol.com. [Mar]

1985.5 944 - Guards Red, Fuchs wheels, dealer
maintained, 72,000 miles, second owner, all
original except for paint touch-up for minor
dents in rocker panel and pitting of lower
right front from sand storm. $6,650. Call: 970204-0723 in Windsor or email: sudar@me.com.
[Mar]

Four Cayman 18” S wheels - From an ‘06,
235/40 X 18 and 265/35 X 18 with Michelin Pilot
Sport tires. Wheels are excellent, tires less
than 1000 miles. Great buy at $1,600/set. Gary
Moschetti, Rocky Mountain 356 Club, 303-4947281 or gtmos@aol.com. [Mar]

wheels/tires
OEM 996 Hollow Spoke Turbo Twist Wheels Fronts - 8J X 18 ET50 (996.362.136.04), Rears 11J X 18 ET45 (996.363.142.03). Good condition.
No curb rash. Minor scratches on one wheel.
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Four Minilite vintage aluminum wheels 6 1/2” X 15” for 911, 912, race 356, complete
with nuts and washers. Mfg. 1973. Excellent
condition, with Yokohama 008s. $800/set.
Please contact Gary Moschetti, Rocky
Mountain 356 Club, 303-494-7281 or gtmos@
aol.com. [Mar]

Dunlop Tires - Not used, off my Audi A-6 4.2. 2
each 255/40/ZR/17 and 1 each 225/45/ZR/17 in
new condition and properly stored. Will sell
for $ 50.00 each/OBO. Contact Stim Kennedy
at 303-478-9494 or stimsonkennedy@gmail.
com. [Mar]

miscellaneous
993 headlight lenses for track. Slightly pitted,
$150/best. Also: Audi A4 bi-xenon headlight
assembly driver side 8E0941003k fits B6 20022005. $125/best. Also: Audi VW V6 2.8 starter
Bosch solenoid 1995-2005 $65. Call: 303-2434004/Email: execautos@q.com. [Mar]
2007 Haulmark Race Car Trailer - Model
RT85X24WT3; L: 27’ 7”; W: 102”; H: 99”; Curb
Weight: 3,700#; GVWR: 10,000#; Brakes:
4-wheel electric. Rear ramp door, wood floor
covered with vinyl Moto-Floor tiles, four tiedowns with wheel spoke straps and hitch
with stabilizer bars included. Built-in tire rack
holds trailer spare and two sets of race tires.
$4,200.00 Contact Dick Radawicz @ 303-8280714 or rcradawicz@comcast.net. [Feb]
Rennline Fire Extinguisher Mount - New,
never installed mount model #FE03. This is
the black option mount and fits any manual
seat in a 1974-1998 Porsche. $95. Scott
DeShetler, Highlands Ranch, CO 303.884.0934
s.deshetler@comcast.net [Feb]
Porsche magazine collectors – Issues of
Panorama Magazine from 1979 through 1983
and six issues from 1974. I also have 24 issues
of Excellence Magazine (various months 1990
through 1997). Good condition. Yours free if
you can pick them up in Fort Collins. Call Eric
at 970-219-8581 or e.dahlgren@comcast.net.
[Feb]

Porsche Performance
Engine Tuning
by Max Gerson, Service Advisor
3Zero3 Motorsports

Naturally Aspirated Engines:

The name of the game here is
breathing. Helping the engine to become
a more efficient air pump will create
the opportunity for more power. With
performance software, this means
retuning the engine control module to
access the more aggressive phases of
camshaft and ignition timing. With these
changes, along with the addition of more
engine speed, the car not only creates
more horsepower and torque, but gains
improved throttle response. We like to
think that over and above specific output
gains, there is more power under the
curve, meaning that the engine is now
accessing its power band sooner than it
did without the performance tune. The
addition of a free-flowing exhaust and
a more efficient intake system will also
complement the performance engine
software. In most applications, the
software can be adjusted (tuned) for
these hardware upgrades to make even
more engine power.

The Rocky Mountains bestow many gifts
upon us Porsche faithful: eternal scenery,
abundant sunshine, playful racetracks,
and incredible roads. However, there is a
penalty for such privileges. As you ascend
from sea level, oxygen levels decrease;
that’s bad news for engines, which are
essentially just large air pumps. Your
engine always takes in the same volume
of air with each stroke of its pistons, but
at higher altitudes the mass of air taken
in is reduced because the density of air
is lower.
Combustion of fuel in air is most
efficient at a specific ratio of fuel mass to
air mass; carburetors and fuel injection
systems adjust the fuel supply to maintain
this ratio. Less air mass means less fuel
mass, therefore less power. Let’s look
at some numbers for naturally aspirated Forced-Induction Engines:
engines:
Engines that have turbochargers and
superchargers are ultimately not nearly
Engine power loss per thousand feet
as susceptible to these types of power
of altitude gain = 2.98%.
losses. However, the gains possible
At 5,280 ft above sea level, this equals a
from adding performance software to
15.75% loss of engine power.
a forced-induction engine are typically
Therefore, an engine producing 300 hp at much higher; such is the nature of forcedsea level produces 252.75 hp at 5,280 ft. induction applications.
Whenever you consider modifying
Note: this only applies to forced-induction
your
Porsche, we always encourage a
(turbo or supercharged) engines when
balanced
diet of enthusiasm and
operating off boost.
apprehension. Performance
Ever feel like your car got slower as engine
software
is
you approached the Eisenhower Tunnel? essentially
an
Now you can (painfully) quantify that i n t e l l e c t u a l
feeling. So what can be done to recover property, designed
the power that has been stolen from us? to operate a very
Performance engine tuning!
expensive piece
Now, performance engine tuning can of machinery, your
mean a lot of different things, so let’s try to engine. While there
focus the conversation. For starters, just might be software
about every Porsche engine will benefit updates, you can expect
from performance engine software.
that the software will never

go bad, or fail. Our faith in this product
is based upon our relationship with highlevel Porsche tuners. These engineers
spend countless hours to R&D their
product before it is released to us, and
our respect for this process motivates
our knowledge that this is a true benefit
for all Porsche enthusiasts. From our
backgrounds as factory-trained Porsche
specialists and Porsche owners, this is a
product that we rely on for both our daily
drivers and track cars, and one that has
served us very well for many years.
We believe that for any dedicated
performance vehicle, adding software
and tuning the car is essentially a “nobrainer.” This is especially true in
Colorado, where we believe there is more
value for every dollar spent to recapture
the power and performance that altitude
robs from our engines.
A couple of things to keep in mind:
1) Adding performance software to
your car increases the car’s opportunity
for performance. What this means is that
you are still in charge! Nervous about
adding an extra 300 RPM to your engine’s
speed limit? Then simply make sure to
shift gears at an engine speed that you
feel comfortable with. Yes, these tunes
make more horsepower and torque, but
only when your right foot commands
them to.
2) Once you modify your car, you need
to place more precedence on scheduled
maintenance. Changing the filters, spark
plugs and fluids on time will ensure that
the engine is able to perform when asked
to do so.
3) Don’t take our word for it! Meet
the tuners from Evolution Motorsports
at our facility during the March 7th PCA
Member Social at 3ZERO3 Motorsports,
5000 Robb St, Wheatridge, CO 80033.
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i get around
I Get
Feedback
It’s a dark and lonely
job, writing a column
like this. Feedback is fleeting. Do people
actually read my stuff? And, if they do,
do they like it? Not like it? Use it as a
litter box liner? There’s one exception,
my friend Tom, whom I have to call
out, because he gets back to me every
month with a quick note. Otherwise, who
knows?
And then I got an e-mail. Oh, it was
in my “junk” file, but I always check it.
Because, well, you never know.
It came from a Jürgen Harumph von
Shasta Soft Drink Something. I don’t
remember exactly, I can’t decipher
German. But it was definitely German.
And there was one name that I could
definitely decipher. Oh, yes. It was in
the e-mail address, right next to Jürgen’s
name, and it glimmered bold, bold, bold,
like hot type on a printing press. Porsche
AG.
Who? What?
I quickly scrolled to the bottom of the
missive. Sure enough, this guy listed
his title as “under secretary of popular
opinion generation” and there was a
mailing address which ended in Stuttgart.
Unbelievable. He was some sort of
PR guy from the land of “Excellence.”
And he was actually writing me. My
thoughts swung to visions, of escorted
VIP tours of the Porsche Museum, of
track instruction with factory drivers. I
remember wondering if I’d need to learn
German, in order to discuss sway bars
and turbo boost levels with the engineers.
My fingers were visibly trembling as I
scrolled back up the e-mail, to see what
he actually wrote to me.
This is the gist of what I read...
It seems he had been following my
ramblings online for some time. He said
he agreed with some of what I have to
say, and he had no official opinion on
some of what I have to say. But he also
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Dick Badler
disagreed with some of what I have to
say.
And, after reading my last piece, on
the apps Porsche should develop, he
just had to up and set the record straight.
Because, he asserted, that, get this,
I had stumbled into some deep, dark,
backwater, underground skunkworks in
the Tyrolean Alps and I was spilling the
beans on corporate secrets, all related
to the upcoming 918 hybrid supercar...
secrets that have not been released
to the media hordes; this despite test
rides in prototypes for select motorhead
journalists around that fabled Green Hell,
the Nürburgring, myself excluded.
Jürgen wanted to know how I had
gained access to this font of information.
Did I have sources at various water
coolers inside the company? Had I
surreptitiously talked my way into the
Alpine chalet, posing as a poor sheep
herder, lost on the wrong side of the
mountain?
Jürgen wrote in that stilted Germantranslated-into-English style you come
across in the stories that appear in
Christophorus. I wasn’t sure of what
he was driving at, so to speak, until I
got to the part that said I should cease
and desist from any further speculation
regarding app technology as it applied to
Porsche models, present and future.
He went on to tell me that I was
operating under false or misguided
pretenses about the future of R & D
spending, that I was potentially causing
unnecessary and unwarranted pain and
hardship for the marque, by speculating
about future driver aids, that I was aiding
and abetting the competition by revealing
the direction of Internet technology...he
was nothing if not verbose, in a Germantranslated-into-English legalese kind of
way.
Finally, Jürgen signed off with
“Respectfully yours.”
Naturally, I was totally taken aback.
First, by the fact that the factory read my
stuff at all. Second, by the fact that they
had an opinion about it. Third, that they

saw fit to write. Fourth, that they were
gunning for me, through the velvet fist of
international law. Fifth, that they didn’t
just burst my balloon, they vaporized it.
So I called an attorney. And, no, I
didn’t call one of those guys you see
advertising on TV. I’m sure those guys
know all about car collisions and the law,
but I didn’t think they’d know about word
collisions and liability.
Instead I asked around. And it seemed
like all roads led to an attorney named
Raoul Duke, Esq., based in Las Vegas,
who has apparently staked out a career
representing scribes in cases related to
libel, slander and the First Amendment.
Seems he has also represented,
successfully, some very well-known
writers over the years. And he apparently
is a bit of a car enthusiast.
I got him on the line. “Mr. Duke,” I
said, “should I take this seriously? What
should I do?”
Raoul sounded like he’d inhaled too
many Marlboro Reds, and maybe other
field-grown products of Mother Nature,
as well as those of the synthetic kind.
Out came a guttural moan, and he
muttered the following questions. Did I
speak German? No. Did I understand the
nuance of writing in German translated
into English by non-native speakers?
No. Did I write with the intent to malign
or in some way harm the fabled German
sports car/sedan/SUV maker? No. Did I
get paid for my column? No. Did I have
any assets connected to my column
scribblings that could in some way be
confiscated? No. Did I have personal
property related to my column, on which
someone could issue a lien? No.
So tell them to lighten up, growled
Raoul. He noted that he had heard good
things about humor therapy. They should
try it, he said, at their next visit to Spa.
And that’s exactly what I did.
I’m waiting to hear back. I’m checking
my junk mailbox every day, twice a day.
But I’ve had nothing back, yet.
It’s great to get feedback.

what we do
Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in
your Porsche by particip ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech
sessions, car shows and more. Each year RMR organizes a variety of opportunities to enjoy and learn about
your Porsche.
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The print version of the award-winning
High Gear reaches nearly 2,300 members
in more than 1,200 households!
Please contact the Newsletter Editor
David Schmidt to explore the promotional
possibilities for your business or event
in the magazine named “the best overall
newsletter in the PCA” in 2011:

NLeditor@comcast.net • 303.662.1162
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Tour

A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which
participants follow a given route to a destination
(which may or may not be known in advance). A tour
may vary in length from a day trip to a long weekend
with an overnight stay or two. Tours usually follow
scenic routes (which are plentiful in Colorado) and/
or visit interesting or obscure destinations. Tours are
sometimes combined with rallies to add variety and a
dose of competition to the event.
RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR
typically offers several. A number of tours are usually
offered at Porsche Parade as well.

Rally

A rally is a competitive event in which contestants
attempt to follow a course specified by a set of
instructions. Rallies are typically run on public,
paved roads, and speed limits are always observed.
The two major types of rallies are the Time-SpeedDistance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick rally. In a TSD
rally, participants attempt to follow the instructions
precisely, maintaining the correct speed, as points
are deducted for arriving at checkpoints (the locations
of which are not known in advance) early or late. A
Gimmick rally is typically a bit less rigid and usually
involves solving puzzles of some type.
Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—at
least one of each type—are offered. Porsche Parade
also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a Gimmick rally,
each year.

Autocross (AX)

An autocross is a competition in which drivers
navigate their cars through a course defined by orange
cones, usually in a large parking lot. Top speeds are
generally moderate, topping out around 40-65 MPH
(no higher than second gear for many cars). Competing
cars are spaced at long intervals—typically only one
or two cars are on the course at any time. Autocross
is a safe way to experience high-performance driving
while learning to drive your car at its limit.
Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross

Membership Social

High Gear is printed in Englewood, CO by

Driving Events

Driver Education (DE)

A driver education event provides a safe, controlled
environment for high-performance driving instruction.
DE offers drivers of all skill levels the opportunity to
hone their driving skills, with the help of an experienced
instructor, in a controlled, closed-course environment.
In keeping with PCA philosophy, the primary emphasis
at all times is on safety. A word of warning, though:
the DE experience may be habit-forming!
As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some
DE events are followed immediately by a time trial
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify their
performance. Lap times may then be used to measure
personal improvement, for bragging rights, etc.
RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the La
Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s Peak
International Raceway tracks.

Club Race

A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event. A race
weekend consists of a number of practice sessions and
“heats” (race sessions), often involving both “sprint”
and “endurance” races. As a Club Racing license
(issued by PCA National) is required for competition,
club racers are serious and experienced drivers. The
cars they bring with them to the track can be quite
impressive! As a point of interest, the PCA Club Racing
program was inaugurated with the RMR-hosted “First
Ever Anywhere” club race at Second Creek in 1992.
Because of the logistics involved in an event of this
magnitude, a club race requires a legion of volunteers.
However, a club race is also one of most exciting
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!
RMR hosts one club race each year at High Plains
Raceway which, combined with a Driver Education
event, adds up to one thrilling weekend!

Non-Driving Events

Membership socials provide an opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and meet new members.
Historically, a membership meeting begins with a
social hour with a cash bar, followed by the evening’s
program. The content of the program varies, sometimes
featuring a “slide show” from a recent event, or a guest
speaker such as accomplished Speed World Challenge
racer Randy Pobst.
RMR’s membership socials, unless otherwise
stated, are held the first Thursday of the month.
Different venues and topics will keep the meetings
fresh and inviting. Watch High Gear and the RMR
Web site for details. And if you have any ideas for a
program, talk to the Program Committee Chair or a
Board member!

Tech Session

events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially an
autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX school
in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a major event
at Porsche Parade.

A tech session is just what it sounds like—a session
in which a technical topic is discussed. Not just for
gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate practical,
“do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake bleeding.
Tech sessions are usually presented by experienced

Porsche technicians, many of whom are sponsors of
RMR events and High Gear.
RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year, typically
in the “off months” when few driving events take
place. In addition, numerous tech sessions are offered
at Porsche Parade.

Concours d’Elegance

A concours is essentially a car show, in which
contestants endeavor to present their cars in as close
to “perfect” condition as possible. A number of judged
categories usually exist, typically differentiating
between types of cars (e.g. 356, Boxster) and level
of preparation (“daily driver” or “full preparation”
or somewhere in between). Cars sometimes may be
entered as “display only,” for owners who wish to
participate but not compete.
RMR participates in a handful of local concours
events each year, including the annual Exotic Sports
Car Show and Concours d’Elegance, benefiting United
Cerebral Palsy Colorado. The annual Porsche Parade
also hosts a major concours each year.

High
Gear
March 2013

27

rorrim weivraer eht
Forty happy Porsche owners wandered through Northern Colorado on March 27,
1988 as part of the RMR Spring Tour. Trophies were given out for “Least Observant
Participant,” “Most Creative Answer,” and the top eight scores of the day (Greg
Freelove won 1st place). A tie for second place between Greg Volan and Walt Fricke
was decided when Walt guessed the distance of the tour exactly. He guessed it by
determining the distance between his house and Fort Collins, neither of which was
anywhere near the tour route.

Amy Legg-Rogers, Historian

In 1988, Porsche only offered these
models for sale in the United States:
911 (Carrera, Cab or Turbo Sport), 924 S,
944 (Coupe/Cab, S or Turbo S), 928 S4/CS
and the mighty 959 super car.

Clockwise from top left: Rallymaster
Jon Kanas awards first place to Greg
Freelove; What would a rally layout
by rallymaster Jon Kanas be without a
cemetery or two?; Bill and Jan Randle;
Everyone relaxing at the finish
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