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to be held on March 12 at the Man Cave North in
Westminster. Our membership continues to grow and
we want welcome them and introduce them to the
wide variety of the club’s activities. We will have
representatives from all of our activities to describe
Porsche Parade, Driver’s Education, Autocross, Tours,
Rallies and Socials and to answer all your questions.
We encourage all who are new to the club to attend.
We also want our existing members to attend to make
the new members feel welcome.
We have had some difficulty pinning down a date
for Ladies Day. The original date that we looked at
conflicted with Porsche Parade this summer. The
available dates for the Colorado State Patrol track
were very limited but we hope to have the details
firmed up soon.
We have recently closed our financial books on
2015. Overall we finished with a net income of $5900
on income of just over $254,000. This compares
favorably with a net loss of $18,500 on income of
$265,500 last year and is just about where we want
to be as a non-profit club. In order to achieve these
results, we had to trim expenses for Driver’s Education
Events and replace the Holiday Party with an RMR
Picnic. We would like to restore the Holiday Party but
to do so we must contain costs which had gotten out
of hand in recent years.
I am sorry to report longtime RMR member Greg
Volan recently passed away. Greg was Chief Driving
Instructor when I first started Driver’s Education in
1999. He will be sorely missed. See Frank Barrett’s
article elsewhere in this issue for more about Greg’s
contributions to RMR.
I just want to remind all our members to keep your
email addresses up to date at PCA.org. Email and
Facebook are the primary means we can communicate
with you between Newsletter issues.

Dave Liddle Photo

Our January Membership Social was hosted as
traditional by 3R Automotive in Englewood. We thank
them for the exceptional hospitality that they extended
to the Club. At this meeting we had the swearing
in of the new Board as well as the presentation of
annual awards. George Strimbu, our Control Chief
and Dan Mayer, key member the Chief Driving
Instructor Team, were awarded Patron Awards and
Erik Behrendsen, our Program and Tour Chair, was
selected as our Enthusiast of the Year. Cecil Morris,
our outgoing Lead CDI presented the driving awards.
Joe Bank was selected as Distinguished Driver and
Vicki Cox-Jones was Most Improved Woman and
Steve Dunn was Most Improved Man. Chris McIntire
earned the distinguished honor of the Rolling Donut
Award.
As I write this we are several days away from
Eiskhana this Sunday at Georgetown Lake. I note
that it is the same day as Broncos AFC Championship
game with the Patriots. I hope we still see a great
turnout as this event is always a lot of fun. Angela
Hill and Adam Jaspers have done a great job as chairs
for this event for the last few years.
Our February Membership Social will be held
again this year at Ferrari of Denver. It is always great
to look at some fine cars, even if they are not Porsches.
On February 5th and 6th RMR will host the
annual Zone 9 President meeting. Liz Shaw, our Zone
Representative, will discuss the results of the January
PCA Executive Council meeting. This is an excellent
opportunity for region presidents to exchange
information and share new ideas. We will also have
region webmasters and newsletter editors present to
exchange best practices. PCA Past President Manny
Alban will also attend. There will be a small dinner
with the attendees and the RMR Board and Committee
Chairs on Saturday evening after the conference is
over.
Also in February we will be having our Volunteer
Party for 2015 Event Chairs, DE Instructors, Control
Staff and others involved with putting on the numerous
events we held in 2015. We cannot do what we do
without the great efforts of all the volunteers who
make events happen.
Planning has begun for the New Member Social

If you are reading this, your
potential customers could
be reading it too. Advertise
in HighGear and target your
peers while helping your club
at the same time! Email the
HighGear editor (newsletter@
rmrporscheclub.com) to get
your ad in next month’s issue!
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Zero To Sixty
Russ Rydberg, Editor

I instantly knew this was not going to go over well.
“No! Not for the car, for a photo shoot! See, I was
Ideas for February’s publication were running
thinking that red petals against the silver paint would look
through my head. I needed inspiriation for a cover
striking!” I was still trying to sound enthusiastic about the
photo. I reached out to several of my photography
composition of the photo, but I knew that most of what I
friends to see if they had any Valentine’s themed shots. was saying was falling on deaf ears.
I got a few submissions of red cars and I thought maybe
“ I always knew the car came before me!” she said. “I
I could add graphics in such a way as to hint at the
come home and I hear Barry White playing in the garage
holiday this month.
and there you are, carresing the car.”
Then the basic idea of what you see on the cover
“I was not carressing! I was
came to me. So I started thinking
buffing the wax!”  
about where I could source rose
“You would sleep out there if you
petals. Is that the sort of thing I can
could!”
purchase as is, or do I need to buy a
“Well, maybe, if the seat would
dozen and pluck the petals myself?
recline a little farther...”
It occured to me that an obvious
expert on the subject, in my mind,
I guess it’s a good thing I didn’t
would be my wife. So I gave her a
ask her to pick up the flowers on her way
call at work.
home.
“Hi sweetie. Would you know
where I could get rose petals?”
“I don’t know,” she said. “You
could probably just get a dozen roses at Costco. Why?”
“Well, I have a great a idea for a cover photo shoot!
I want to scatter the petals on the hood and then take the
shot, sort of across the the top of the fender, showing
the headlight, and getting the badge as well!”
A long pause on the other end of the line ensued. 		
I said, “Hello? Are you still there?”
“Seriously?” she asked.  You are buying flowers for
your car?!”

YOU JUST CAN’T MAKE THIS STUFF UP.

I INSTANTLY KNEW
THIS WAS NOT
GOING TO GO
OVER WELL.

Get involved!
Contribute to your newsletter!

HighGear needs your articles and photos! Please submit
your content and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by the
15th of the month at newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

Join RMR-PCA

Not a member yet? Join RMR-PCA by visiting our website
at www.pca.org and simply click the “Join PCA” link.

Advertise in HighGear

Please see page three for advertising rates details.
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RMR online discussion groups

Would you like to discuss Porsches, RMR or anything
else of interest to other Porschephiles? Check out the
RMR online discussion groups.
Yahoo: groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get your newsletter on the go!

To read HighGear in PDF format on the Web, go to the
RMR Web site at rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter
link. Back issues are also available on the Web site.

February Membership Social to be hosted by

Ferrari of Denver!
This month’s Membership Social is one
of the mosted attended of the year!
There will be food and drinks and you
will be surrounded by lovely exotics!
(Cars of course!) Come join the fun!
Date: Thursday, February 4th
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: 1480 E County Line Rd, Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Upcoming Events Calendar
February

4
6

13
17
20

6:00 p.m. RMR Social
Ferrari of Denver
Highlands Ranch, CO

March

5

RMR Club Race Meeting
Tech Inspector Training
New Instructor Training
Prestige Imports

Zone 9 Presidents Meeting
7:00 a.m. Cars & Coffee
Car Show
Lafayette, CO
8:00 a.m. Breakfast Club
The Perfect Landing Restaurant at
Centennial Airport
AMR social
Denise Jordan, denisej1@mindspring.com
AMR Tech Session
TBD
RMR Event Chair Training

7:00 a.m. Cars & Coffee
Car Show
Lafayette, CO

12
19
26

8:00 a.m. Breakfast Club
The Perfect Landing Restaurant at
Centennial Airport
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
New Member Social
The Man Cave Westminster
DE101
Porsche of Colorado Springs
Helga’s Tour

For a comprehensive list of all upcoming RMR events, click the “Events” link at rmr.pca.org!
FEBRUARY 2016
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Member’s Corral
Holly Jackson, Membership Chair

Happy February! I’ve been thinking, if the
weather is warm, I want to spend some time doing a
thorough cleaning of my Targa inside and out! (Yes I
have a Garage Queen!) And perform any maintenance
needed before the driving season starts! Hopefully all
of you will be doing the same! We usually have a few
breakdowns overall at our events, but they are very
few in number. We don’t want to see you miss an
event if your car is not running like a champ!
As our club continues to grow, I would like to
welcome all our new members over the past few years!
As of January 1st, 2016, we start the year with 2,544
members! Let’s keep the momentum going! Tell your
friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, and anyone else
you know who would enjoy being part of the club and
trying out all the different events we do throughout
the year! Which reminds me - We are always looking
for volunteers! If you are considering volunteering

December New Members
Jeff & Shirley Bowen, Morrison, 2016 Macan S
Tom Chaney, Lakewood, 1981 911 SC
Jim Colaizzi, Lakewood
Jeff Dorchester, Denver, 2012 Panamera Turbo
Zach Fothergill, Wheat Ridge, 2007 911 Turbo
Anthony Gale, Parker, 1999 911 Carrera
Craig Heller, Littleton, 2002 911 Turbo
Chris Hildenbrand, Wheat Ridge, 1999 911
Carrera Cabriolet
John Iacobucci, Arvada, 2014 911 Carrera 4S
Jon Jelosek, Niwot, 2015 Cayenne S
Sonu Kansal, Denver, 1961 356 &1978 911 SC
Targa
Robert Lefler, Elizabeth, 2009 911 Carrera 4S
Martin Mandel, Denver, 1975 911S Targa
Steve Nucci, Littleton, 2008 911 Turbo
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for an event or two or more, let me know! I can direct
you to the right person and you can get further detail
before you commit! There are benefits to helping out
and donating your time!
I am currently working on our New Member
Social. If you haven’t come to a social yet, this one’s
for you! If you have been to a social and still fairly
new to the club, it is worth your time. If you have
been to this before, you know it is a good time! You
will learn about all the different activities you can
take part in this year! I hope to see you Saturday,
March 12th!
Do you have any thoughts on future events we
should have? I would like to hear your suggestions.
Send me an email: membership@rmrporscheclub.com

Jay Planalp, Loveland, 1975 914
Humberto Prospero, Boulder, 2013 911 Carrera
4S Cabriolet
Elizabeth Heddens Smith, Loveland, 2014
Cayenne
Jon Stacks, Centennial, 2012 Panamera 4S
Mark van Horck, Denver, 2011 Panamera Turbo
Barry Waddell, Thornton, 1968 912
Al Webb, Lone Tree, 2013 Panamera 4S
Setrige Crawford, Lakewood, 2002 911 Carrera
(Transfer In from Diablo Region)
Jim Donlin, Parker, 1999 911 Carrera (Transfer In
from Alpine Region)
Francis Govers, Lakewood, 2001 Boxster S
(Transfer In from North Country Region)
John Jepsen, Denver, 2006 Boxster (Transfer In
from Potomac Region)

New Member Social!
The Man Cave North in Westminster will be hosting our social
to welcome all new members to the club and offer the oppotunity to
EVERYONE to see what fun activities are upcoming and give all the
chance to volunteer and get involved! Holly Jackson will be onhand to
help anyone who wishes to join the membership of our outstanding
club and several representitives will be available to answer any questions
you may have about becoming a voluteer!
Door prizes will be given out to a few lucky winners!

Saturday,
March 12, 2016
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
7535 W 92nd Ave #800
Westminster, CO 80021
FEBRUARY 2016
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Show Us Your Car!
You have found the greatest group of car nuts
on the planet. Our monthly meetings are loaded
with food, beverages, networking with like-minded
Porsche People and much technical and social
camaraderie. Some of the venues we’ve been to before,
and some places are new to us. All are interesting
and fun.
It’s all about the people. We all share the love of
anything Porsche-related. From real racing or just
driving fast in a controlled environment like on the
track or autocross, to meeting a mechanic or owner
of a car just like yours for a chat about problems and
solutions, to washing and waxing in preparation for
the weekend tour or car show, you’ve found the most
precious resource for the care and feeding of your car
and hobby.
Show us your car! Let’s see your smiling face! How
about a photo of your “garage queen’s” throne room!
Share photos from your favorite drive; share the story
of your hunt for the favorite car; share the triumph of
your first rebuild. That story and those pictures are
worth immortalizing in print.
We’ve all been there; maybe you’re experiencing
the newness of that first special car. Perhaps you’re

climbing the ranks in a competitive series of races.
Have you found the perfect wash and wax routine to
deliver the trophy? (Some secrets are worth keeping.)
The point is that the club’s members are its true
strength. Your membership is your key to unlocking the
wealth of knowledge and friendship the club represents.
The membership socials are the first step to a deeper
understanding, a deeper relationship with your vehicle.
You know that Porsche has won many awards for racing
and technical and aesthetic design. Come share the
experience!

Scott First Photo
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Get To The Track
Chris Lennon, Leader – Chief Driving Instructor Committee, AMR

THE LUCKIEST REGIONS IN PCA?
Many of us who are lucky enough to be in
the Porsche Club in Colorado in either the Alpine
Mountain or Rocky Mountain Region don’t
realize how good we have it. We have an array of
opportunities to get your Porsche on track that would
make most regions green with envy.
The “norm” across the country is that a region has
perhaps one race track within driving distance, and
it most likely is many hours away. Then, add on the
fact that High Performance Drivers Education (HPDE)
event registration in many parts of the country runs
around $500+ for an event, they
sell out in hours, and are often not
even held on weekends (due to the
high demand for the limited tracks
available).

heard of? That’s right – Sebring did exactly the same
thing. In fact, in the 1960s, La Junta Raceway was
several miles in length, and very much like Sebring. It
attracted the best of the best from around the country.
I have talked with one racer who ran 718 RSKs down
there, and have seen the photos with scores of fans,
and amazing cars racing just feet away. Today, the La
Junta track is the perfect track for a beginner. It has
no elevation change (again, it’s built on old runways
and taxiways), and consists of just seven turns over 1.3
miles. It is the easiest of Colorado’s tracks to learn,
and has lots of runoff, so wayward cars can’t get in
a lot of trouble. However, it also offers a lot for the
experienced driver. It can be extremely high speed,
with some of us recording laps under 55 seconds. Do
the math – that’s a pretty high average
speed. The City of La Junta has made
nice improvements to the track of
late, dramatically improving the track
surface and facilities, making it a great
place to run. AMR’s La Junta HPDE is
scheduled this year for April 30-May
1, and we are tentatively planning on a
return there October 1-2.

I LIKE TO
CATEGORIZE
THE COLORADO
TRACKS LIKE
SKI RUNS
NOW, FOR A BLUE RUN…

In Colorado, we have five (!)
race tracks where we hold HPDEs
every year, all within a reasonable
distance, and we have eleven
weekends planned in 2016 for
HPDEs. Talk about lucky. And, the
price of admission to an AMR or
RMR HPDEs generally ranges from around $175-$275
for an entire weekend of fun!
Many of our members have only driven one or
two of the tracks on offer here in Colorado. If you’re
one of those people, make it a point to broaden your
horizons in 2016. You’ll be glad you did.
I like to categorize the Colorado tracks like ski
runs (seems appropriate, given where we live).

LET’S START WITH A GREEN RUN.
La Junta Raceway is located just outside of the
town of La Junta, about an hour east of Pueblo. It sits
on runways and taxiways of a WWII bomber training
base. Sound like somewhere else you might have
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Pikes Peak International Raceway.
PPIR is located just south of Colorado Springs,
right on I-25. It’s also 1.3 miles in length, and in the
configuration we run, consists of eight turns. It’s
what’s known as a “roval” – part road course, part
oval. PPIR’s one mile oval (we run on about 2/3 of it)
was the site of IndyCar, NASCAR, and other big time
races for many years. You may be familiar with a few
of its race winners: Dan Wheldon, Dario Franchitti,
Scott Dixon, Buddy Lazier, Eddie Cheever, and Tony
Stewart. The track has by far the best facilities in the
state, with the IndyCar garages, banquet room with
panoramic view, real restrooms, etc. It’s loads of fun
to drive, but the presence of the oval’s wall makes it
more of a “blue run” than a “green run”. AMR’s PPIR
DE leads off our 2014 HPDE season, on April 9-10.

ANOTHER BLUE RUN is Aspen Motorsports

Park. We returned there in 2015 for the first time in
nine years, and everyone had a blast there. It’s a very
small facility, but the track has a lot of character. It’s
only 1.1 miles, with seven turns, but it’s a blast. Add
to the quality of the track the fact that it’s just outside
of Aspen, with stunning views in every direction, and
the fact that we make this a four-day event, friendly for
spouses and families to join in and enjoy the area even
if they aren’t driving on track, and you have the most
unique HPDE event we host. AMR’s Snowmass HPDE
will be held August 25-28.

CURIOUS ABOUT THE BLACK RUNS?
The first of those is High Plains Raceway. HPR
is located due East of DIA, and we can get there in a
mere 1.5 hours from Monument. It’s the newest of the
tracks we run in Colorado, and boy is it a terrific one! It
features pretty much every kind of turn you can imagine,
two great straights, 2.55 miles in length, 15 turns, and
what I think is the best sequence of turns in Colorado,
the Prairie Corkscrew. If you want to test yourself and
your car, HPR is a great place to do it, plus you get lots
of chances to enjoy this fantastic track. RMR has six
HPDEs scheduled at HPR in 2016, in April, June, July,
August, September, and October.

THE OTHER BLACK RUN is Pueblo Motorsports

Park, located just West of I-25, near Lake Pueblo. It is
2.2 miles in length, with 10 turns, some fun elevation
change, and a layout that always has everyone raving
about its terrific “flow”. It was completely resurfaced
a couple of years ago, and is glassy smooth. AMR has
their Pueblo HPDE scheduled May 21–22.
So, there you have it – your quick tour of Colorado’s
awesome road courses. Between AMR and RMR, you
have eleven opportunities to get out on track, get some
expert instruction, and have a blast. If you have any
questions about any of these tracks, talk to anyone
who’s been to them, or just get directly with your two
lead Chief Driving Instructors, Cecil Morris (RMR)
and Chris Lennon (AMR). We’ll be happy to answer
any questions you have, and help you get ready to
experience all our tracks have to offer.
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remembering Greg Volan
By Frank Barrett
material for RMR as well as the 1978, 1988, and 1998
Parades. Greg played a vital role in making a success of
its many different events, earning RMR’s Patron Award
in 1987 and its Most Distinguished Award in 1999.

1947 - 2015
Greg Volan, a Rocky Mountain Region stalwart from 1973 onward, passed away as a result of
cancer on December 26, 2015, in Boulder. Greg
was among the many RMR members who were extremely active throughout the 1970s and 1980s,
making the region feel like a closely-knit family.
Born in January 1947 in New York, Greg grew
up in Colorado Springs and graduated from the University of Colorado with a degree in architecture in 1970
then worked at the Denver architectural firm of Rogers, Nagel, Langhart. In summer 1973, Greg joined the
region with a 1968 911L and quickly became an avid
entrant in autocrosses, time trials, and driver education
events. First running at the Woody Creek track in 1974
and winning his class, he was soon a regular there. He
served on RMR’s board as vice-president in 1975-76
and as its chief driving instructor from 1995 through
2000, running schools which trained many new instructors. Meanwhile, his artistic talent showed up in
the form of professional-quality posters and logos, even
funny Porsche cartoons; he designed logos and other

16

Greg’s first Porsche, a 356B, was replaced by the
911L then a 1972 911T. In 1975, fellow members Chick
and Sandi Misura introduced Greg to Wendy Tyson,
and in January 1978 they were married. A few years
later they bought “Mozart”, a silver 1972 911E coupe
that had been specially modified by Troutman & Barnes
and Richie Ginther for Richard Reventlow, half-brother of American sports-car legend Lance Reventlow.
Much later, they briefly owned a 1993 RS America.
Since Greg was passionate about solving problems with design and enjoyed the creative process more
than the nuts and bolts of building, in early 1979 he
and Wendy founded Volan Design. By the late 1990s
the Boulder company employed more than 25 industrial designers, engineers, and graphic designers. Projects in computer, medical, and consumer technology included designing products and brands as well as
producing marketing communications. The company remains in operation as Volan Design Partners.

Shelby Cars in Detail. According to Frank, “Greg’s
high standards and patient efforts meant that the project was completed well, and because we were both
Porsche enthusiasts and enjoyed photography, we
had plenty in common. Although Greg really fought
a long and tough health battle, he never complained.”
A celebration of Greg’s life will take place at the
Shelby American Collection in Boulder on the afternoon of February 21st. Donations can be made to the
American Cancer Society.

In 1996, Greg became a director of the newly-formed Shelby American Collection, which houses
historic Shelby cars, from 289 Cobras to Ford GT40s. In
spite of his love of Porsches, he was a cornerstone and an
ambassador for the Collection. He got to know Carroll
Shelby as well as Shelby team members Phil Hill, Bob
Bondurant, Jack Sears, Allen Grant, Tom Yeager, Phil
Remington, and others. He planned events and created displays, posters, brochures, and signage. He also
gave tours and represented
the Collection when it exhibited cars at events such as the
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance, the Monterey Motorsports Reunion, the Morgan
Adams Concours d'Elegance,
the Colorado Concours
d’Elegance,
and
more.

Courtesy of Dave Liddle

In 2007 Greg worked extensively with Frank
Barrett on research and photography for Frank’s book,
Courtesy of Frank Barrett

Courtesy of Dale Thero
Courtesy of Frank Barrett
FEBRUARY 2016

17

This spring, join your fellow PCA-RMR members for the most fun you can
have on public roads without involving the police (speeding tickets are
optional). Rally Quest is a non-timed, whimsical, mobile scavenger hunt
that will take place on Saturday, May 14 in the Parker, Franktown and
Castle Rock area. It promises fun galore and includes mystery routes,
zany games, puzzles to solve, door prizes, and fabulous awards for the
rally winners!
The adventure starts at 10:30 AM in Centennial (immediately following the
Breakfast Club gathering just down the road). The course will take about 90
minutes and cover approximately 75 miles of scenic Douglas County roads. It ends
at The Rock restaurant in Parker where a private lunch awaits (paid separately,
lunch not included). Perfect for two participants, an early afternoon Porschethemed hilarious escapade awaits if you are lucky enough to be one of the first 40
sets of folks (maximum of 80 people) to sign up!
Rally Quest costs $30 per person, with all proceeds benefitting International
Hearing Dog, Inc. in Henderson, CO. Pre-registration is required and will open
in April on www.motorsportsreg.com. For questions, to be a volunteer, or help
sponsor this event that will be talked about for months to come, please contact the Rally Quest Event Chairs,
David & Jody Schmidt, at dasmail2@comcast.net (or call 303.662.1162).

“Last year’s rally went above and beyond our expectations and
was one of the most awesome outings we’ve ever had in our five
years of RMR membership. We can’t wait for the next one! Amidst
the puzzles and games, criss-crossing other contestants between
checkpoints, and then laughing over beers with our fellow members
at the restaurant afterwards, it truly was a great day of fun!”
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Dave Meyer & Jenn Matheson, 2015 Gimmick Rally Champions

I Get Around
Danielle Badler, RMR/PCA Columnist

ALL IN THE FAMILY

My parents are elderly. There’s no easy way to say
that. I just got back from yet another visit with them.
The previous time was a few months ago. That
visit, my father was in the ICU for five days with
pneumonia. Followed by another week in the hospital.
He was then moved to a long term care/hospice
facility. He’s not going home.
This state of affairs could go on for a day, a week,
a month. We spoke to an attending physician, who
said she had a patient who moved through intensive
care and hospice care, back and forth, for four years.
Also visiting on this trip was one of my daughters,
a third year resident in pediatrics, with her 16-month
old son, Hugo. My grandson. My parents’ greatgrandson.
Why is he named Hugo? Hey, they live in LA, I
tell people. They nod, as if that explains everything.
The past few years, I’ve been coming to visit as
often as I could. My parents live 2,000 miles away.
I visited five times last year. Once so far this year.
Every time I come in, I drive their car. It’s a threeyear old Hyundai Genesis. With 4,800 mi on it. When
I got in, this time, the radio was on the same pre-set
I left it on.
My mother drives in a four-mile radius, only
during the day. She offered me a coupon for Bed, Bath
and Beyond. I said why don’t you use it? She said
there are no B, B and B stores inside her radius.
My parents have been married 68 years. Now,
my mother spends her time visiting with my father,
every day, from 10 am to 5 pm. New Year’s Eve, they
brought in a cot, and my mother spent the night.
My visit allowed me to catch up on what it’s
like with a 16-month old. The car seat my daughter
brought has a built-in “level.” Like a carpenter’s.
In the apartment my parents own, in an independent
living complex, Hugo rushes to the electric wheelchair
my father used to use. He taps the tires and yells
something that I think means “wheel,” “wheel.”
I rip Hugo around the corridors of the long term
care/hospice facility, in his stroller. The stroller has a
five-point harness. He loves it.
Does he have the gene?
Maybe. My son-in-law follows Formula 1. Drives

BMWs. My daughter brought along some toy cars
for Hugo to play with. A Formula-type race car. And
a coupe of some indeterminate vintage and shape. I
made a mental note. There will be Porsches in his
mini-bedside stable, some time soon.
Hugo entertains himself by turning on and off
some engine sounds that come from the coupe. “He
likes pressing buttons,” says my daughter.
So does … or did … my father. He was an
electronics engineer. In broadcasting, 37 years at
CBS. And a ham radio operator.
Now he has two TV remotes in his room. I asked
my mother why he has two remotes, and she said he
lost one. The whole visit, the TV in his room never
went on.
Will Hugo remember his great-grandfather?
Probably not.
Does my father remember Hugo? Let’s just say he
asked me how eventful my trip was. And I told him.
Then he asked me the same question again.
So there we sat, for the better part of three days.
Hugo entertained the nurses by shooting like a pinball,
down the corridors. My father whispered to me, “He’s
fast! Like you! Now all he needs are tube boxes!”
This was an allusion to the fact that, when I was
Hugo’s age, my father brought home the boxes that
tubes for televisions came in. Not the tubes, the boxes.
And I would push them around the house, making
vroom vroom sounds, endlessly.
Yes, I think Hugo has the gene.
Which leads me to think about what Hugo will
drive, when he’s old enough to get his driver’s license.
And what he’ll drive when he’s as old as his parents.
As old as me. As old as his great-grandparents.
I have no idea. I have no idea whether people will
drive at all. Or whether they’ll just program some
device that will take them wherever they want to go.
I remember seeing a newsreel for the ’39 New York
World’s Fair, which showed the world of “tomorrow,”
all glittering skyscrapers and elevated highways. And,
in the sky, were sleek airplanes with … propellers.
Yes, the model-makers and filmmakers couldn’t
envision a jet age. They went as far as the technology
of the time enabled them. Jet airplanes hadn’t been
invented yet.
FEBRUARY 2016
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Pres

In The Zone
Elizabeth Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative

Hello Zone 9ers,
We’re already into the second month of the new year and I’m looking forward to Zone 9 gathering
momentum for another great year of PCA activities. Some of the Regions already have their calendars
filled out with details for each month and some Regions are still setting dates, etc. The best way to check
on things is to go to the Region website or to contact the Region president. For me, when I write the Zone
Report for March, I’ll have attended the PCA Board of Directors meeting in Atlanta and I’ll have conducted
the Zone 9 Presidents’ meeting in Denver.
Here are a few highlights for the Zone 9 Regions:
AMR’s key event of the year: Rocky Mountain Highway, July 27th – 31st
Socials, tours, autocrosses, charity events, etc. throughout the year.
http://amrporsche.com

Concours d’Elegance in Littleton, autocrosses, Drivers’ Education, tours,
charity events, Club Race, socials, tech sessions, etc.
http://rmr.pca.org

2016 is Carrera Region’s 50th PCA anniversary so check their
website regularly so see what they have planned. OktoberFiesta,
tours, socials, etc.
http://carreraregionpca.org
The Amazing Rally in May, plus Drivers’ Education, Club Race,
autocrosses, tours, rallies, socials, etc. throughout the year.
www.irpca.org
Autocross school and autocrosses, tech sessions, tours, socials, etc.
(Check out their new website!)
www.rrrpca.com
West Texas Region will be running another successful
autocross series, starting in May. They’re also planning socials,
tours and tech sessions throughout the year.
http://wtx.pca.org
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Llano Estacado Region will be celebrating their 50th PCA anniversary this year. Their regular meeting is to
have breakfast on the first Saturday of each month at Furr’s Cafeteria, 8:30am CST, in Amarillo.
Nationally, Parade 2016 in Jay Peak, VT in June (19th to the 26th). //2016parade.pca.org

“Treffen Lake Tahoe”, September 7th to the 11th. “PCA Escape” has been re-branded to be known as “PCA
Treffen North America”. Check www.pca.org for more information.
Start working on your bid to win this year’s Zone 9 Challenge and I hope to see you at a Porsche event soon!
Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

“It’s not just the cars, It’s the people!”
RMR merchandise at the PCA web store!

Your beloved Rocky Mountain Region Porsche Club of
America has its own merchandise store! There are many items
elegantly branded with the RMR-PCA logo and of top quality
and modern design. Simply go to www.pcawebstore.com/
ROCKY MOUNTAIN and shop to your heart’s content.
Show off your RMR membership with pride!

New to RMR-PCA?
Page 33 describes the various types
of activities our club members
regularly enjoy. Come to our next
event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies, Autocrosses,
Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows,
Socials and Gatherings,
Charity Support and more!
FEBRUARY 2016
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The Formula
Comes Full Circle
Text and Photos By
Scott Hannum

It’s interesting how innovative
discoveries and inventions may occur
world wide yet it’s often someone in
the good old U.S.A. who recognizes
true potential. One could easily say
that this particular example, founded
in America, turned world wide
success story, is a case in point. Not
only has it earned a place in global
motorsports history, it’s evolving
in order to maintain its significance

and relevance.
August
1963,
Daytona
International Raceway and on the
track that particular day was a group
of small open wheel racing cars that
resembled the aircraft belly tank
roadsters seen years earlier on the
salt flats of Bonneville. But they
weren’t just going straight, these
were turning, left then right, then
left again and they sounded like a
massive swarm of angry bees intent
on consuming everything in their
path! Although various prototypes
had been produced a few years
before, and the class wouldn’t gain a
real head of steam for another couple
years, the lure of common sense,
respectable performance and ease of
maintenance all within a sustainable
budget was immediately recognized,
and Formula Vee was born.
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Just a year later in 1964, as luck
would have it, a very important and
influential European happened to be
in the crowd at Daytona, Dr Ferry
Porsche along with his chief of
racing Huschke von Hanstein. The
German delegation was so impressed
they spontaneously decided to have
twelve Formula Vee kits shipped
to Stuttgart. By taking advantage
of the modular characteristics that
his father (Ferdinand Porsche) had
originally designed into both his
early 356 and “People’s Car,” a
durable, inexpensive yet surprisingly
agile open wheel racing car had been
produced.
“We want to do
something for the
next generation
of German racing
drivers, so we’re
giving them the
Formula Vee as
an
inexpensive
alternative
entry route to
motorsport,”
announced
von
Hanstein in a
press statement.
With official sanctioning by the
Sports Car Club of America (SCCA)
and the involvement of both Porsche
and Volkswagen, the class enjoyed
massive
international
growth
from 1965 through the late 70s.
Dr Porsches’ vision held true with
many professional and even Grand
Prix World Championship drivers
cutting their teeth in a Formula
Vee. Names like Jochen Rindt, Niki
Lauda, Helmut
M a r k o ,
E m e r s o n
Fittipaldi,
N e l s o n
Piquet, Arie
Luyendijk,
Keke Rosberg
Buddy Lazier
and Michael
Andretti
top the list

with many of them giving credit
to Formula Vee for its teaching of
invaluable fundamentals and purity
of the sport.
Having just celebrated its 50th
year in motorsports the Formula
Vee is still alive, but not without
notable challenges along the way.
Fast forward to the early 2000s and
the last time most of the components
makeing up the bulk of a Vee hadn’t
been manufactured since 1965.
Even though millions of Type1 VWs were produced they were
getting harder to procure and as we
learned in economics 101, supply
and demand along with custom
blueprinting, etc began to take its toll
driving costs higher and higher. The
original “formula” was simplicity,
availability and affordability but
those objectives were beginning to
lose out. An update was needed, but
an update true to the Formula! Enter
the Kiwis. In New Zealand Formula
Vee was beginning to fade for the
same reasons. They decided to take
action and save the class before it
became extinct. The result was an
evolved, updated and true to cause
transition to what we now know as
Formula First. To their credit and
ability to work toward the common
good, the transition to Formula First
was a complete success and has
become the largest and most popular
open wheel class in both New
Zealand and Australia. Many of their
professional drivers come directly
from Formula First including 2008
Indy 500 winner and four-time Indy
Car World Champion Scott Dixon.

So how and when did it come
full circle back to the good old
U.S.A.? Well, even if good news
travels fast it often takes at least
ten years for something to be
an overnight success and after
witnessing Formula Fist during a
business trip down under, Chicago
resident and veteran Vee driver Bill
Bonow decided that we too needed
to secure the future of this great
class. In 2002, after much effort,
Bill entered the first Formula First
“Committee Car” in an SCCA
event. Since that day, Formula First
has enjoyed steady growth with
hot spots popping up across the
country. One advantage is that a
Vee (in many cases) can be updated
to meet the specs of Formula First
and/or a purpose built package can

be acquired. Although the Formula
still uses VW Type-1 components,
the
primary
upgrades
take
advantage of the almost unlimited
availability
and
affordability
of later model parts including a
1600cc engine, larger but more
durable tires, a single ratio 4-speed
transmission and 4-wheel disc
brakes. The update also allows for
a mild extension in the wheel base
and a 100 lb increase in total weight
to allow for larger
and taller drivers.
The
updated
Formula
not
only costs less
initially, (a good
used
Formula
First going for
around $8K) it

also requires less maintenance,
fewer labor hours to campaign
and is quicker and faster than its
predecessor.
So, if you’re looking to follow
in the footsteps of world champions,
or just want to enjoy the thrill of
open wheel racing at an affordable
level, you may want to look into
Formula First, you can’t beat the
pedigree!

Rocky Mountain High Way 2016

Escape the heat and enjoy beautiful Colorado Springs
Wednesday, July 27th – Sunday, July 31st, 2016
Join your Porsche friends from all over in
Colorado’s high country for the ultimate summer escape.
So Many Great Events:
•

Guided Full and Half Day driving tours on Colorado’s great roads to amazing destinations

•

Self-Guided Tours

•

Wash & Shine, Golf, Banquets and much, much more!

See website or contact Kathleen Lennon at kklennon@comcast.net for more details!

Registration and website (www. rockymtnhwy.com) go live January 1, 2016!
FEBRUARY 2016
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Classifieds
Classified ads are free to RMR/PCA members for items personally owned by the member. No commercial ads. Ads for nonmembers are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR Treasurer - Blair Whitaker, 161 Race Street, Denver, CO 80206). Ads
must be 75 words or less. Deadline for classified ad submission is the 15th of the previous month. Member ads will run for two
issues. Ads will also appear with an optional photo on the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

PORSCHES
2001 Boxster tiptronic ca car seal grey/grey 110k
miles all records has sport pkg. No IMS issues.
Needs only some minor tlc. For more info pics.
priced to sell $9,850 Pat O’Brien 303 243-4004
email pobrien053@gmail.com

plugs replaced. 5-speed manual transmission. Four
new tires, ashtray conversion, rear interior speakers,
top in excellent condition. Records available. No leaks
or issues. A great daily driver or weekender! $13,500.
Gene Neiges, 719 371 3949. (Jan)

1988 924S SP1 Racecar. 2015 tech passed PCA AND
1983 911 SC Cabriolet, 3.0 liter, 6-cyl., 88,500 miles. NASA; transmission by G-Box 2013; engine refreshed
2015; new clutch 2015; cage by Hanksville; flat tow
Convertible, Guards Red exterior, tan interior, black
carpet throughout. All in excellent condition - garaged. ready; wheels (18); car cover; EXTRAS: oil filters (3);
Plexiglass side windows; brake pads front (2 sets);
5-speed manual. Power windows, power locks,
rear (2 sets); starters (2); air filters (2); fuel pumps (2);
A/C. Known needs: 1st gear synchronizer, A/C belt.
fuel rail; A-arm; front hubs (2); and more. $8,000. Call
Includes original wheels, jack, and owner’s manual.
Dave-303-929-3026, email dbyassee@gmail.com.
$26,000. Will email additional photos. Contact Jodi,
jodimilar@gmail.com, or Gabe (303) 956-6163. (Jan) (Jan)
2001 Boxster. 62964 original miles, second owner.
60k-mile tune up done in fall of this year, belts and
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Very clean & fast 2004 GTC3 class 996 Cup car,
well-maintained by Autometrics. Club raced 3 yrs in
PCA on the east coast, many podiums, no crashes. 3
sets BBS wheels (1 w/rains), MoTeC, fuel cell, updated

seat/belts, Cool Shirt, log book,
spares. PMNA & transmission
build receipts, all maint records.
Awesome car! Location:
Charleston, SC. Video: https://
youtu.be/KooX_V-nSMI $70,000
Bruce, 303-548-0202 dbmpub@
comcast.net.
MISCELLANEOUS
18' open car carrier. 2004
Featherlite 3010 model aluminum
. Front-mounted rack for extra
wheel/tire set, large locking
tongue-mounted storage box,
mounted spare wheel & tire, all 4
new trailer tires in 2014, brand new
tongue jack, incl. race ramps to get
your low baby on the trailer, great
overall shape, low miles. $6,000.
Jay, 303-859-6779, jayk1@
comcast.net. (Dec)
2002 996 Carrera 18" Wheel
Set for Boxster. Off Boxster S.
5-Spoke 18" silver wheels that
are stunning and easy to clean.
7.5" front and 9" rear. Come with
Continental Extreme Contact DW
tires. Originally purchased from
Wheel Enhancement. Buyer pays
shipping. Located in Denver metro
area. $800. mike@carnick.com,
720-509-3551. (Dec)
981 Indoor Boxster cover gently
used & two like-new 20132016 Boxster black floor mats.
$200. Gretchen 307-421-9258,

torpedotube@lpbroadband.net.
(Jan)
Race Seats, 6pt Harnesses, Fire
Extinguisher & Wheels:
Sparco EVO Fiberglass Race Seats
with Recaro brackets & sliders,
substrap & 1 fire extinguisher
mount ($1,600 for pair); Schroth
Profi II Camlock Hans 6pt
harnesses ($100 for pair); 2.5lb
Halon chrome fire extinguisher
($100); OZ Alleggerite HLT
Anthractite 18x8 & 18x9 wheels
(Set $900). All items in brand new
condition. Mark (970) 349-5725
Mark@TrautHaus.net

Wanted to buy: Raspberry Pi
computer in durable case with
programming to correct the built-in
overspeed bias in the speedometer
of my 2016 Cayenne. Price
negotiable. Contact Steven at s_
peters@me.com.
964-993 set of 4 wheels
reonditioned oem will also fit other
models. 16x7 - et 55, 16x9 - et 70
powder coated asking $1,050 best
Pat O’Brien 303 243-4004
email pobrien053@gmail.com

RARE! Original 8x16 Fuchs
Black centers / 23.3 mm offset;
from a 1986 944 Turbo (951) but
will fit most 1983-1989 Porsches
– 911, 930, 944, & 944 Turbo;
Excellent Condition - “true,
straight, and round”; Photos
available; $2,500 – FIRM!
Original 951 Steering WheelBlack Like New - $125;
944 Collapsible Spare Tire/Jack/
Hardware Perfect condition–
photos available; $150 OBO;
951 Front Seats-Black Perfect
condition–photos available; from
1986 951; $600;
951 Rear Seat Back-Black Perfect
condition–photo available; from
1986 951; $300; Contact Dan
Carlson 303.520.4567 dcarlson@
rgare.com

FEBRUARY 2016
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Tech Talk
Pedro P. Bonilla, PCA GCR Columnist

Engine Oil
In this chapter of our tech articles,
let’s talk about a slippery subject:
Engine Oil.
And I mean slippery in the full
sense of the word because it has been
the subject of many, many discussions
and opinions. Therefore I’ll try to stick
to the facts.
Engine oil is mainly a lubricant,
but it also serves several other
important functions such as: cooling,
cleaning and protecting from corrosion
the different internal engine surfaces
that it bathes. To be able to perform
these functions, special additives
are mixed into the base oil. These
additives are mainly: detergents,
multi-viscosity additives, emulsifiers,
anti-foaming agents, polymers, antiwear formulations such as ZDDP (Zinc
DialkylDithioPhosphate), etc.
But some of these additives, such
as phosphorus (contained in ZDDP),
which is an excellent anti-wear agent,
with time, can also cause damage to the
catalytic converters. Because of this,
the automobile manufacturers and the
emissions- regulating agencies have
forced the oil companies to reduce
the amount of phosphorus (and other
additives) in their oils.
Products that meet the new
ILSAC (International Lubricant
Standardization and Approval
Committee) GF-4 Specification, must
have phosphorus levels at less than
800 ppm. The ILSAC-G4 Standards
was jointly developed and approved
by Japan Automobile Manufacturers
Association, DaimlerChrysler, Ford and
GM.
Because automobiles and internal
combustion engines are used in
different and varied environments,
from the sub-freezing arctic to the
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scorching desert, the engine oil must
be able to adapt to those extreme-attime conditions. Hence the multiviscosity feature which means that the
oil will have a particular viscosity at
low temperatures and another at high
operating temps.
This is necessary because the oil
needs to be thin and circulate through
the engine quickly at start up and it
must also have thicker characteristics
when hot to provide the needed
protection at operating temps.
Viscosity, simply put is how thick
or thin an oil is at a certain temperature.
Viscosity ratings are regulated by
SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers)
In a particular oil, its viscosity is
expressed by numbers and/or letter.
There are single grade (single
weight) and multi-grade (multi-weight)
oils on the market although the majority
of our vehicles now use multi-grade
formulations.
There are also Standard Petroleum
Oils, Synthetic Oils and blends of both.
In multi-grade oils, the first
number and the letter W (winter) refer
to the oil’s viscosity when the oil is
cold. For example: 0W, 5W, 10W,
15W, etc., where the higher the number
the more viscous the oil is at low
temperatures.
The second number refers to
the oil’s viscosity at high, operating
temperature. For example: 30, 40, 50,
etc., and again, where the higher the
number, the higher the viscosity for that
temperature range.
Lately, low viscosity (thin) oils
have become the OEM (Original
Equipment Manufacturer) norm. This
is so, because of two main reasons:
1.- The lighter the weight of the oil
in the engine, the less internal friction
there will be which in turn allows the
engine to make a bit more HP and
offer a little better MPG numbers. The

main reason behind this is that the
auto manufacturers are forced to reach
certain environmental CAFE (Corporate
Average Fuel Economy) numbers. The
down side is that the thinner the oil, the
less protection it provides, so there’s a
very delicate balancing act between an
oil’s weight and the protection it offers
the engine components.
2.- Bearing, piston-to-cylinder and
gear-to-gear clearances have become
smaller because of better metallurgic
and manufacturing methods. Using
thicker oils may interfere with oil flow
and increase oil pressure. In older
(worn) engines it’s generally better to
use a higher viscosity oil because the
clearances have become bigger.
Oil gets degraded with use, mainly
because of gasoline and carbon blow-by
and because of the high temperatures
and pressures it is subjected to.
That’s why oil needs to be changed
on a regular basis, to remove all
those contaminants which, if left in
suspension, in time will turn the oil
acidic, causing then damage (corrosion)
to the engine’s internals.
Each manufacturer has an oil
change recommendation for each
particular model, which, in my opinion,
should be the worst-case scenario for
replacing.
When the factory fills a car with
oil they don’t know under what specific
conditions the car will be used, so
they use a “blanket” oil: 0W40. Many
people tend to stay with what’s offered
by the factory, thus they will replace
their oil with the same, original 0W40
Mobil 1, but based on the above, one
should consider one’s physical location
(weather) as well as the type of driving
done in order to select the best possible
oil.
Many times the particular brand of
oil is irrelevant, since they need to be
approved under the same regulations,

most of the brands have compatible products with each other, and
even though the factory recommends using Mobil 1 oils, they also
produce a “Porsche Approved Oils List” which includes tested
and Porsche-approved off-the-rack oils for different regions of the
world.
In our sunny South Florida “paradise” we don’t need to worry
about the lower end of the thermometer’s scale, since it will rarely
dip bellow 50 degrees. Because of this we shouldn’t even look at
0-weight oils. Also, the top-end of our thermometer’s scales tend
to stay high, especially during the long summer months.
I generally recommend to my local customers 10W40 oil and
in my car I personally use 15W50. I find that after 100,000 miles,
switching to the heavier multi-viscosity formulations gives better
protection against wear because of the looser clearances, it also
cuts down on rear main seal leaks and on sporadic puffs of smoke
on startups.
For my personal car, a 1998 Boxster, Porsche recommends
replacing the oil once every year or 15,000 miles, but in my Baby
the oil and oil filter get changed every 7,500 miles or less. This
formula is working just fine, since I just clocked 193,000 smiles on
the odometer with almost 12,000 of those being hard track miles.
For the complete Porsche List of Approved Oils and additional
information on oil changes and other topics, feel free to visit the
DIY pages of my website: www.PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,

FIRST EVER SWAP MEET AND ALL PCA
MEMBERS ARE INVITED. We have sent out
invitation to shops within 350 mile radius of
Lubbock to participate in our Porsche Swap
Meet. Date is 23 April, Lubbock, PCA no
charge for 10x10 space, non PCA members
50$ charge for 10x10 space. 400 spaces
available, Already we have had 3 large PCA
advertisers indicate that they are bring a
trailer to this meet. Hope you will plan on
attending and sharing the fun and jocularity.
People can call or email Larry with their
reservations or questions.
larrycrs46@hotmail.com 806-777-7857
FEBRUARY 2016
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Monthly board meetings are always open to club members. See
the list of upcoming events for schedule. You may contact the
entire board at board@rmrporscheclub.com. To volunteer to be
an RMR Board member, submit your intent by September so the
Nomination Committee can add you to the ballot in November for
club voting in November. Most positions are two-year terms.

CAMA Representative
Walt Fricke: 303.499.6540, walterfricke@msn.com
Charity/Good Works
Luann Dodge: charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Chief Driving Instructor
Cecil Morris: 303-399-2482, cecilmorrisCDI@outlook.com
Control Chief
George Strimbu: 303.736.9114, strimbug@gmail.com
Equipment
Keith Hall: 303.940.7958, keith_hal@msn.com
Goodie Store Chair
Mike Hebert: 360-202-5830, superdont@comcast.net
Historian
Amy Legg-Rogers: 970.686.0538, a1queen@frii.com
Insurance
Troy Nakatani: 720.402.1080, troy_n@yahoo.com
Programs/Socials
Erik Behrendsen: 303.840.7361, ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Registration
Nancy Warren: 303.604.1289, nanru@hotmail.com
Safety
Scott Henderson: 303.521.9007, sshjd@aol.com
Tech Inspection
Hank Padilla: 303.470.1850, hank@hanksvillehotrods.com
Timing
Joe Warren: 303.604.1289, warrenjoee@comcast.net
Webmaster
Scott Rogers: 970.686.0538, scottr@wirestone.com
Zone 9 Representative
Liz Shaw: 505-231-7003, lizshawsf@msn.com

TechnicalResources
Technical
356
Jim Kellogg: 303.840.2356, twingril62@aol.com
911
Dave Stribling: 303.238.8101, davestribling@prestigeimports.net
912
Rob Heath: 303.995.1147, robheath912@gmail.com
914
Dale Tuety: 303.670.1279, d2t@aol.com
924
Dan Semborski: 303.420.2708, dansemborski@yahoo.com
928
Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist and help others!
944
Richard Winnick: 303.429.5213, rewinnick@cs.com
968
Zach Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com
Boxster/Cayman
Doug Bartlett: 970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net
Cayenne
Zach Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com
GT2,
28GT3, Cup Cars
Chris Cervelli: 303.809.6173, chriscervelli@msn.com

RMR-PCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Region Coordinators

President

John Mackin
president@rmrporscheclub.com

Vice President

Rick Seiferth
1stvicepresident@rmrporscheclub

Second
Vice President
Jim Thorburn

Treasurer

Blair Whitaker
treasurer@rmrporscheclub.com

Secretary

Mark Taylor
secretary@rmrporscheclub.com

Membership Chair

Holly Jackson
membership@rmrporscheclub.com

Newsletter Editor

Russ Rydberg
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com

Past President

Jim Widrig
pastpresident@rmrporscheclub.com

What We Do
Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in your Porsche by particip
ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech sessions, car shows and more.

DRIVING EVENTS
Tour
A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which
participants follow a given route to a destination
(which may or may not be known in advance). A
tour may vary in length from a day trip to a long
weekend with an overnight stay or two. Tours
usually follow scenic routes (which are plentiful
in Colorado) and/or visit interesting or obscure
destinations. Tours are sometimes combined with
rallies to add variety and a dose of competition to
the event.
RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR
typically offers several. A number of tours are
usually offered at Porsche Parade as well.
Rally
A rally is a competitive event in which
contestants attempt to follow a course specified
by a set of instructions. Rallies are typically run on
public, paved roads, and speed limits are always
observed. The two major types of rallies are the
Time-Speed-Distance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick
rally. In a TSD rally, participants attempt to follow
the instructions precisely, maintaining the correct
speed, as points are deducted for arriving at
checkpoints (the locations of which are not known
in advance) early or late. A Gimmick rally is typically
a bit less rigid and usually involves solving puzzles
of some type.
Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—
at least one of each type—are offered. Porsche

Parade also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a
Gimmick rally, each year.
Autocross (AX)
An autocross is a competition in which drivers
navigate their cars through a course defined
by orange cones, usually in a large parking lot.
Top speeds are generally moderate, topping out
around 40-65 MPH (no higher than second gear
for many cars). Competing cars are spaced at long
intervals — typically only two or three cars are on
the course at the same time. Autocross is a safe
way to experience high-performance driving while
learning to drive your car at its limit.
Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross
events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially
an autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX
school in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a
major event at Porsche Parade.
Driver Education (DE)
A driver education event provides a safe,
controlled environment for high-performance
driving instruction. DE offers drivers of all skill levels
the opportunity to hone their driving skills, with the
help of an experienced instructor, in a controlled,
closed-course environment. In keeping with PCA
philosophy, the primary emphasis at all times
is on safety. A word of warning, though: the DE
experience may be habit-forming!
As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some

DE events are followed immediately by a time trial
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify
their performance. Lap times may then be used
to measure personal improvement or for bragging
rights amongst your peers, etc.
RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the
La Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s
Peak International Raceway tracks.
Club Race
A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event.
A race weekend consists of a number of practice
sessions and “heats” (race sessions), often
involving both “sprint” and “endurance” races.
Since a Club Racing license (issued by PCA
National) is required for competition, club racers
are serious and experienced drivers. The cars
they bring with them to the track can be quite
impressive! As a point of interest, the PCA Club
Racing program was inaugurated with the RMRhosted “First Ever Anywhere” club race at Second
Creek in 1992.
Because of the logistics involved in an event
of this magnitude, a club race requires a legion of
volunteers. However, it is also one of most exciting
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!
RMR hosts one club race each autumn at High
Plains Raceway which, when combined with a
Driver Education event, adds up to one thrilling
weekend!

NON-DRIVING EVENTS
Membership Social
Membership socials provide an opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and meet new members.
Historically, a membership meeting begins with
a social hour with a cash bar, followed by the
evening’s program. The content of the program
varies, sometimes featuring a “slide show” from
a recent event, or a guest speaker such as
accomplished Speed World Challenge racer
Randy Pobst.
Membership socials, unless otherwise stated,
are held the first Thursday of the month. Different
venues and topics will keep the meetings fresh and
inviting. Watch HighGear and the RMR Web site for
details. If you have any ideas for a program, talk to

the Committee Chair or a Board member!
Tech Session
A tech session is just what it sounds like–a
session in which a technical topic is discussed. Not
just for gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate
practical, “do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake
bleeding. Tech sessions are usually presented by
experienced Porsche technicians, many of whom
are sponsors of RMR events and High Gear.
RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year,
typically in the “off months” when few driving
events take place. In addition, numerous
tech sessions are offered at Porsche Parade.
Concours d’Elegance
A concours is essentially a car show, in which

contestants endeavor to present their cars in as
close to “perfect” condition as possible. A number
of judged categories usually exist, typically
differentiating between types of cars (e.g. 356,
Boxster) and level of preparation (“daily driver” or
“full preparation” or somewhere in between). Cars
sometimes may be entered as “display only,” for
owners who wish to participate but not compete.
RMR participates in a handful of local
concours events each year, including the annual
Exotic Sports Car Show and Concours d’Elegance,
benefiting United Cerebral Palsy Colorado.
The annual Porsche Parade also hosts a major
concours each year.
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The member social for January was held at 3R Automotive
in Englewood. We’ve been holding our first meeting of the
year here for 20 years! SCCA Hall of Famer, Randy Pobst was
on hand to talk all things racing and Porsche!
The new members of the Board of Directors were sworn in,
and several awards were handed out, including Most Improved
Driver and Enthusiast of the Year!
Great food and beverages were had by all, and the spirited
nature of comradere was almost deafening at times! Be sure
to join us every month at the member socials for a good time
and a chance to meet great people!
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