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George and Amy Gajate pilot their ‘06 Cayenne around the
slippery autocross course set-up on Georgetown Lake during
this year’s Eiskhana. Amy placed fifth in her class.
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Presidential thoughts
Jim Widrig, President

W

ell, 2014 got off to a quick start with an RMR
Board Meeting, a Membership Social at 3R
Racing, and the Zone 9 Presidents’ Meeting
in Colorado Springs all in the same week,
and then the Eiskhana on Georgetown Lake
on the next weekend! The RMR Board meeting was the
first meeting for me as your 2014 President. We discussed
the upcoming events for 2014 and planning that is being
done to make sure we are well prepared for the season. The
2014 Calendar appeared in last month’s HighGear, and the
events are being posted to both the RMR website and our
Facebook event calendar.
I don’t know about you, but I check the RMR Facebook
page frequently to see what others in the RMR community
are up to and to check on the specifics for upcoming
events. Last time I checked we were fast approaching 700
members in the group. If you are not a member, search
for the Facebook Group, Porsche Club of America—Rocky
Mountain Region, and ask to join. As we become more
social-media savvy, look for us on Twitter as well for tweets
on upcoming events.
At our Zone 9 Presidents’ meeting in Colorado Springs,
we met with the Presidents, Newsletter Editors, and
Webmasters for each of the regions. This is an annual
opportunity to get to know our neighboring regions and to
share what each region is doing.
Each Region presented an event calendar covering a
range of events based upon the membership demographics
and resources available. These events in our Zone offer the
members opportunities to enjoy a monthly breakfast with
the Llano Estacadoa Region at Furr’s Fancy Cafeteria in
Amarillo, Texas (ask Joe and Nancy Warren), the Roadrunner
Region’s 40th Fiesta New Mexico in Albuquerque this year,
a Saturday Cars and Coffee and drive-out with the Carrera
Region in El Paso, an Autocross at Arroyo Seco Motorplex
in Deming, New Mexico, a Die Serie AX at the Route 66
Casino west of Albuquerque, a Driver Education at Arroyo
Seco Motorplex, Pueblo Motorsports Park, or Pikes Peak
International Raceway, and a PCA Club Race at Miller
Motorsports Park with Intermountain Region. You should
check out the Zone 9 Region website (http://zone9.pca.

4

org), which links the calendars for each of the regions, and
plan to visit events when you are in the area or just want
to plan a trip and bring home that huge Zone 9 Challenge
Cup!
Besides news from the regions, the Zone 9 meeting
provides insight into what is happening at a national level
with PCA. The Region Presidents will be receiving the latest
policies and procedures from PCA in the Region Procedure
Manual published in January 2014 as well as the resources
available on-line. We will be incorporating any required
changes in our own policies and procedures which govern
our region activities for 2014.
We learned that PCA has also redesigned the national
website, which is much improved and should be launched
very soon (if not already). We had a short discussion
and presentation on the planning for Porsche Parade in
Monterey, CA being held from June 15–22 at the Hyatt
Regency Monterey Hotel & Spa (http://parade2014.pca.
org, Registration opens March 11) as well as the location for
Porsche Parade 2015 in French Lick, Indiana. PCA Escape
is another annual regional/national event being held this
year in November in Orlando, Florida, and PCA Escape
2015 will be held in the Black Hills of South Dakota.
As mentioned in January’s HighGear, RMR will be
hosting a New Member Social in which we will showcase
the different activities we offer in our region. This will be
a tradeshow type of event in which we will have photos,
videos, and descriptive materials of the club activities, oneon-one or group discussion about what we do, and a relaxed
atmosphere for both new and existing members to meet,
discuss interests, and welcome in the new members to the
RMR Community. The event is still in the planning stages,
but we do have a date and a location: Saturday, March 15, at
The Man Cave-North in Westminster. Look for more details
by email and on Facebook as we finalize planning.
The time is coming very soon when we will be having
our first track driving events and road tours for 2014 here
in Colorado. Look to our advertisers, event articles, and
resources listed in HighGear and on-line to assist and plan
your season. Get your Porsche ready, mark your calendar,
and be there!

Complete mechanical service and custom
upgrades for 1965-89 Porsche 911 and 930

Forty years experience

Richard Sparks
303-422-5923
4382 Chase Street
Denver, CO

Between 1956 and 1963, Porsche-Diesel
Motorenbau GmbH produced well over
125,000 diesel tractors, many of which
are still in daily operation today on farms
and ranches all over the world.
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Positive offset
David Schmidt, Editor

S

aturday, Jan. 25th, which should be in the heart
of winter, somehow managed to get up to 62 ˚F in
my neighborhood. January. In the 60’s. I’m from
Wisconsin. This is not normal.
Far be it for me to complain about balmy
weather two weeks before the Superbowl. I, like most of
you no doubt, instead giggled like a schoolgirl at the
opportunity to take the Porsche out for a little drive.
It’s a pretty amazing feeling to get the chance to drive a
roadster in January. How wrong it felt to gently pull back the
felt-lined heather-grey car cover to reveal that curvaceous
Speed Yellow plaything. I felt like I was sneaking around
behind Mother Nature’s back like a 3rd grader with a hall
pass eluding the teacher.
Top down, at speed, on the highway was wonderful. It
always is. But doing so in the first month of the year in a
state known for skiing, snowstorms, and those all-too-easily
frostbitten hands of the greatest quarterback in NFL history
just made it seem all the more special.
Oh, sure, I noticed the expressions of passers-by and
their stares of wonderment, or disbelief, or jealousy. No
matter. This precious, rare window of opportunity was not
to be squandered. The Porsche seemed almost as happy to
escape the confines of the frigid garage as I was eager to give
it a run for a few miles in the weirdly warm glory of the sun.
I hope many of you also stole away in your Porsche
for this brief interlude from the cold doldrums of winter. A
respite and, perhaps, also a glimpse of things to come.
And so this February issue makes for the perfect
harbinger. Your most stalwart event chairs have already
started sending me their alerts for upcoming RMR activities
that are sure to shake the cobwebs out of the suspension

of your mothballed cars. On page 10, you’ll see an AMRsponsored Driver Education event on April 12-13 at PPIR
of all places. That’s barely more than two months from
now. Not long after that, on April 26-27 is our very own
Speed Fever V DE. A full-sized Romanesque endorsement
awaits your retinal scanning on page 24. Both RMR and
AMR’s Chief Driving Instructors sent me a wonderful article
(page 20) that should get you salivating at the upcoming
opportunities in store for those of you willing to whip your
Porsches like proverbial Army mules. You won’t believe
what these cars of ours can do until you really push them!
I was super excited to receive an email from a gentleman
named Grant Lipsky back in December. It seems he is about
to open up the newest expansion store of Wine Country
Motor Sports in metro-Denver (most likely in Aurora) and
right away he knew to link up with the Porsche club in the
area. WCMS has stores in Sonoma and Sebring and is one of
the two largest safety equipment suppliers in the U.S. with
the largest combined inventory of Sparco, Puma, OMP, Bell,
Arai and many more of your favorite brands (see their ad
on page 11). He’s even giving away a $100 gift certificate to
one lucky winner at this month’s Membership Social which
will be at Ferrari of Denver on Feb. 6th (check out the inside
of the back cover)! Thank you, Grant, and welcome to the
RMR family!
I also want to thank Mike Pappas for his insightful
article on the demise of manual shifters in the automotive
world (page 14) and also for slinging his insanely expensive
camera lens around on a frozen lake for all of us insanely
desiring to be part of this year’s Eiskhana (page 17). His
pics, along with Max Gerson’s, and Angela Hill’s article will
make you quickly forget it was 62 ˚F last week. In January.

Get involved!
Contribute to your newsletter!

HighGear needs your articles and photos! Please submit
your content and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by the 15th
of the month at newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

Join RMR-PCA

Not a member yet? Join RMR-PCA by visiting our website
at www.pca.org and simply click the “Join PCA” link.

Advertise in HighGear

Please see page three for advertising rates details.
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RMR online discussion groups

Would you like to discuss Porsches, RMR or anything else
of interest to other Porschephiles? Check out the RMR
online discussion groups.

Yahoo: groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get your newsletter on the go!

To read HighGear in PDF format on the Web, go to the
RMR Web site at rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter
link. Back issues are also available on the Web site.

Take th
RMR Trivia Ch e
a
Answers are p llenge!
at the bottom osted
“Rearview Mirof the
ro
in the back of r”
this issue.

This month’s trivia questions honor the new year with a bunch
of Porsche firsts. How many can you get right?
1. Why is the Boxster so called?
2. Most Porsches have been built with monocoque construction. What
does that mean?
3. The latest Porsche sports cars use some aluminum body panels (e.g.,
doors) to save weight. What was the first production Porsche to do so?
4. What is the literal meaning of “Carrera RSR”?
5. Why are lightweight wheels good, beyond just making the car lighter
overall?
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Members’ corral
Alan Jones, Membership Chair

H

ello to everyone! If I did not get to meet you at the
3R Racing social, please stop me at our next social
or event. You don’t need to be a new member to
say “hi” and I’d love to meet you!
As you may have seen in last month’s issue,
the 2014 calendar of events is out. Please check
out the events and try something like our first DE on April
26-27, or the May 17-18 autocross and school at Front Range
Airport, or perhaps a car show. There are driving tours in
late May and late June. For all you SUV folks, check out the
Cayenne tour with AMR in July.
Okay, now a sales pitch: With all the activities there are
to participate in, we need volunteers to make it all happen.
Volunteering to help with an event or to chair an event is a
great way to meet other club members and have a great time.
Event Chair training is Feb. 22 if you want learn what it takes
to run an event. We also need corner workers for the DEs,
Ladies’ Day, and club races, and you can’t get closer to the
action than this (we take trainees and old hands). You’ll have
fun and receive only the highest gratitude from the racers and
track rats. Chris Sulley (cjsulley@comcast.net, 303-369-9052) is
the point of contact for track help.
Remember, Porsche Parade is coming soon to beautiful
Monterey, CA, June 15-21, so make plans now! If you have
never been to Parade, I can’t think of a better place to see it.
This is your club, so get involved and let us know what
type of events you might enjoy! Please send your ideas to me
at membership@rmrporscheclub.com and plan to attend the
new members’ social on March 15. You are welcome to bring a
Porsche friend or new-member-to-be.
Remember, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people”!

New to RMR-PCA?
Page 33 describes the various types of
activities our club members regularly enjoy.
Come to our next event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies, Autocrosses,
Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows,
Socials and Gatherings,
Charity Support and more!

Welcome our newest members!
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James M Bensko
Boulder, 1975 Carrera.

George A Dietrich
Longmont, 2008 911 C4

Bernie Rehling and Jan Rehling
Parker, 1979 911SC

Michael P Burke and Dee Burke
Grand Junction, 2007 Cayman

Michael Ferguson
Cherry Hills, 2014 911

Karl Roberts and Terri Roberts
2013 911S4

Margaret Case
Denver, 2014 911

James P Fritzler
Evergreen, 2006 911

Robert J Urhausen
Littleton, 2007 C4S

Lynn D Christensen
Denver, 1997 993

Chris McCown and Stephanie Jalovec
Boulder, 1981 911SC

Carrie E Wood and Keith Wood
Morrison, 2006 Cayenne

David Clickner
Denver, 2002 911C4

David H Pearce and Madeline Kernan
Steamboat Springs, 1997 911

TRANSFERRED MEMBERS

Gene H Davis
Denver, 2006 911

Scott R Rauen
Highlands Ranch, 1996 911

Shawn P Hannifin
Denver, 2003 911

February Membership Social
to be hosted by

Ferrari of Denver!

This month’s Membership Social is one of the biggest all year. Ferrari
of Denver is opening their doors and honoring Porsche owners with
“Febtoberfest,” an Oktoberfest celebration in February! Complimentary
German food, music, and beer will be yours for consumption, while you
are surrounded by wonderful Ferraris, Lotuses, Maseratis and Bentleys.
This is not one to miss. Fabulous door prizes will also be given out to a
few lucky winners!

Thursday,
February 6, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
1480 E. County Line Rd.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126
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Save the Date: April 12-13

Déjà Vu DE at PPIR
Mark your calendar for this upcoming spring Driver Education event that is
chaired once again by Dana and Dwight Kasten, Jr. (déjà vu, for sure!). Blow out
the cobwebs and dust off your Porsche (or any other sanctioned toy) so you can
join us at this great venue.
Repeated this year will be great track amenities, garage facilities, and an
on-site lunch food vendor on both days. This event includes a Driver Education
meeting on Friday night, optional Saturday night dinner affair (award winning)
and the traditional end-of-event Beer:30 celebration each day! Registration
opens on MotorsportReg on Monday, Feb. 24th. Come join us for this exciting
driving experience that has sold out in the last two years. Contact the Kastens
with your questions at dkasten@q.com.
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SHIFT YOUR
ADVERTISING INTO

HIGHGEAR!

How would your company like
advertise in our club magazine?
With a select readership of over
2,200 and a prime demographic
to target, running a monthly ad
in HighGear is cost-effective and
inexpensive! See page three for
details about advertising rates
and sizes. Partner with RMR-PCA!
Email NLeditor@comcast.net.
FEBRUARY 2014

11

2301 West Cornell Street
Englewood, Colorado, 80113
Main:
Fax:

(720) 235.4323
(720) 235.4328

Visit us on the web at......

www.RaceKraftDesign.com
PERFORMANCE

PRECISION

PA S S I O N

We are a race shop committed to high quality competition Porsche services

dedicated to the Vintage Road Racing community & their machinery.

Quality Integrity Accountability Speed! 40+ years of Porsche experience
State-of-the-art equipment CNC machining Custom fabrication

Race and performance street engine building and modification
Experts in Porsche Engine Machining, Development, and Assembly
Custom built and blue printed race engines
Develop horsepower and reliability from your existing engine
Design, prototype, and machine performance racing parts
Porsche Race Chassis Construction
Suspension Design, Fabrication
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Questions about your Project? Email us at:

drive.fast@RaceKraftDesign.com
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PDK versus Manual

To Shift or Not to Shift: That Is the Question
I was a bit perplexed by Porsche not offering a manual
transmission on the new 911 GT3. On a much bigger
scale, I am hoping that this isn’t a trend and that manual
transmissions will not eventually disappear from the
Porsche lineup.
I learned to drive on a manual transmission and
grew up driving a stick. I drove a stick when I lived in
San Francisco for eight years, a feat which should firmly
establish my manual transmission bona fides (or complete
lack of common sense on those hills). I took 25 years off
from driving a stick and recently became reacquainted with
the pleasures and joys of a manual transmission with the
acquisition of my 1989 951 a couple of months back.
I have a significant daily commute, which I do in
a 2011 Cadillac DTS. I was at a local dealer having the
winter tires and wheels put on along with an oil change
and a transmission service recently and needed something
to drive. The dealer loaned me a brand new 2014 Cadillac
SRX with all the bells and whistles.
The SRX is an interesting vehicle. It has a series of
features to let you know by vibrating your buttocks if you
14are straying out of your lane (left butt for the left lane, right

Story and photos by Mike Pappas

butt for the right lane). If it thinks you are going to rear
end the car in front of you it “vigorously” shakes both of
your “cheeks” (you could have mixed a gallon can of paint,
it shook so hard) and flashes a bright red light (think world
coming to an end red light) in the windshield. It will also
put ideograms into the mirrors of cars if it thinks you are
going to change lanes when there is something in said lane.
All of this is mercifully defeatable by using a switch
on the center console. But the picture it paints is one of
drivers who are apparently so oblivious as to what is going
on around them that the vehicle has to wake them out of
their torpor and let them know that they might want to
take action before they bend some sheet metal or plow a
cornfield.
The number of car wrecks, serious injuries and fatalities
per driven mile has steadily declined over the last couple
of decades, but I don’t think that’s a result of better drivers.
If it is, I certainly haven’t seen it on my daily commute.
Which means that the butt shakers, lane-occupied
ideograms, stability management systems and all the rest of
those safety features are preventing crashes and saving lives.
It also means that in all probability 99.999% of the driving
public is completely lacking any sort of situational awareness

and they treat driving as just another dreary slog to get from point A to B. For
them, a car is just another appliance like a dishwasher or a refrigerator or perhaps
it’s a status symbol, but certainly nothing to be driven vigorously even if they had
the vehicle or skills to do so. And a majority of the rides out there, be it mommobile, SUV, or “performance” sedan, are all about the same. And I know this as
I travel extensively and rent a myriad of vehicles every month. All of them are
about as intellectually stimulating to drive as a small ceramic soap dish …
And perhaps that is a result of the iPhone age where drivers are more concerned
with the infotainment system than being bothered to figure out what the third
pedal is on the floor and/or what the big lever with the funny diagram on the top
in the center console does. In the Facebook/Twitter/Instagram/Google/Pandora
era, perhaps it’s more important to have a monster touchscreen in the center
console with an LTE wireless hookup to stream the latest tunes, tweets, and FB
messages than a manual transmission or high-performance engine and suspension.
How many kids today have posters of Ferraris or Lamborghinis on their walls?
More than likely it’s a poster of Steve Jobs or Bill Gates instead and that’s whats
driving the whole infotainment push …
Is it possible that automobile manufacturers are just responding to what the
market wants? Forget performance, put an Intel I7 3.0 GHz processor, huge touch
screen and 1 TB HD in the cars and people will line up to buy them. For those
“drivers,” being wrapped in a technology cocoon while motoring is more important
than actually driving. And if that’s really the case, what does that portend for the
future of performance vehicles?
Consulting firm Accenture released a study back in December of last year,
which indicated that in-vehicle technology is the top selling point for 39% of
buyers. Performance measures (power and speed) only rated 14%. That’s more
than a two-to-one ratio.
Which leaves us with those very few individuals who are actively participating,
situationally aware drivers who actually enjoy driving. These drivers view cars
as something other than a Waring blender on sale at Walmart and are potential
Porsche owners ...
Here is the crux of the biscuit: These folks have never learned to drive a manual
transmission. And since they have never driven a stick, they don’t see any benefit
to having a manual transmission and they naturally opt for PDK. And let me state
for the record that PDK doesn’t suck in the least; PDK’s incredible shift speed and
its integration with the engine control and vehicle dynamics management system
make it a technological marvel, one unmatched by human capability. It’s a far
cry from the automatic transmissions of even a few years ago. However, owning a
Porsche with one would make me feel like I am taking a shower with my clothes on
when I drive it (Robert Prilika, Sales and Motorsports Representative with Porsche
of Colorado Springs, strongly disagrees with me about PDK; his comments are in
the sidebar).
But the real issue is that most drivers under the age of us who were born in
the mid-20th century have missed the pleasure of shifting and the excitement of
making those choices. Driving my 951 and coming up to full boost in second gear
on a cloverleaf on-ramp well on my way to speeds than shouldn’t be discussed in
polite company is just about as much fun as you can have with your clothes on in
a vehicle.
I am certain that Porsche is looking at the number of PDK vs. manual
transmissions they sell and see a declining number of manual transmission sales.
It costs huge cubic bucks to offer two types of transmissions and support dual
inventories of cars, and it’s a major financial call as to whether to offer both types
based upon generating a sufficient return on investment. One of which, in the
case of the new 991 GT3, Porsche has declined to offer.
So unless the business case can be made for the inclusion of manual
transmissions (and that requires people buying them and that means they need to
learn how to shift first), PDK will be in all of our not-too-distant futures.

“

The sports car purists have had
a hard time accepting the PDK,
because they feel it removes them
from the driving experience.
I disagree with the purists, and
because of my direct involvement
in motorsports, I discovered this not
to be true. I find many purists to be
emotionally attached to the manual
transmission experience even after
I have demonstrated the superiority
of the PDK.
Porsche as a performance car
company has continually been at
the forefront of technology and the
PDK is very much a performance
enhancer. I first experienced the
Porsche PDK-type transmission
in my 2006 911 GT3 Cup car. The
performance and competitive advantage it gave me was substantial
over my competitors.
The manual transmissions, with
their primitive “disengage-shiftengage,” gear changes are much
slower and the chance of motor/
transmission damage is far greater.
I have personally seen so many cars
damaged by people missing their
shifts in street cars and race cars.
The PDK offers no loss in traction
and the speed of the gear changes
simply cannot be matched by a
manual transmission user.
The PDK comes directly out of
an adaptation to suit professional
motorsports and the shift times
are in the magnitude that was only
previously reserved for motorsports.
Porsche has always had a motor
sports-oriented operating strategy
and the adoption of a PDK only in
the 991 GT3 gives the driver a more
intensive interaction with their
car. The PDK in the 991 GT3 brings
the street car closer to its high
performance related model: the 911
GT3 Cup.
Robert Prilika

”
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By Angela Hill, Event Chair
The morning started out cold and windy, requiring
anchoring of the cones to the frozen lake. As the course
was being set up, the hot chocolate was being prepared in
the warming hut.
Even though traffic on I-70 was moving slowly, about
80 drivers showed up ready to try their skills on the ice.
There was a great mix of Porsches and non-Porsches alike,
with families and furry friends too. The cool morning soon
turned into a beautiful warm day with the sun shining and
the ice growing ever more slick. The autocross was set up to
be fairly short and easy for the morning session so everyone
could get the feel of driving on the ice.
After going through the course, the drivers headed over
to the skidpad to get their bearings on how to turn and slide
on the course. Everyone ran two runs on the beginning
course, and then we changed up the track and made it more
difficult and longer. This challenge was accepted and with
what they learned from the morning and the ice driving
mini-course held at the drivers’ meeting by Art Rancis, the
drivers headed back out.
Once the drivers were finished playing on the frozen
lake, everyone headed over to the Buffalo Bar and Grill in
Idaho Springs for some great food and a chance to boast
about their driving skills on the ice. First prizes were given
out to all the classes with a grand prize given to top time of
the day. Digital tire gauges and Eiskhana snowflakes were
awarded to the Porsche classes, and Porsche crest emblems
and Eiskhana snowflakes were awarded to the non-Porsche
classes. The Grand prize to be awarded was a full day at an
upcoming autocross in a Spec Boxster provided by Poudre
Racing courtesy of Poudre Sports Car in Fort Collins.
Charles Zeitz took first in the 2wd Porsche class, and
Mark Ruthven took first in the 4wd Porsche class. In the
non-Porsche classes, EJ Bennett received the 2wd first place
and Drew Hoffner received the 4wd first place. In the
studded tire category, Ed Rowley took first. Top time of the
day went to Drew Hoffner in an 88 BMW 325 XI with nonstudded tires. Despite Drew’s success on the ice, he was
ineligible to win the grand prize since he is an employee of
Poudre Sports Car. Therefore, the grand prize was awarded
instead to the second top time of the day, Ed Rowley, in a
‘91 Mazda Miata with studded tires.
The sponsors for this event were Poudre Sports Car,
who sponsored the hot chocolate, marshmallows and
the warming hut; and Winding Road Adventures (www.
windingroadadventures.com) who sponsored the breakfast
and snacks. Thanks to the wonderful sponsors, volunteers,
and all the participants for a great event!

Photos this page by Mike Pappas
FEBRUARY 2014

17

2014 Calendar of Events

All dates and locations are subject to change. Please check the RMR-PCA web site for confirmation.
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Surely, one
of the greatest
benefits that PCA
membership has to offer
is the access to top-flight
instruction and safe ways in
which to truly learn the capabilities
of your car. You probably know your
Porsche is quite capable, but it’s unlikely you
understand just how amazing it is if your driving
has been limited to public roads. The local highways
and byways are no place to explore the outer limits of your
machine or yourself.
For this reason, AMR and RMR offer a comprehensive
program of car control events, designed to make you a safer driver every
day (on those public roads), and provide some fun in the process.
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Driver Education
(DE) events allow
you to enjoy a full
weekend with incar instruction from
one of our expert
high performance
driving instructors,
exploring the
limits of both you
and your car, in a
safe, controlled
environment.

The joint AMR/RMR event calendar is
laid out by design to take you through a
progression of events, building your driving
skills as the year progresses.
The year begins with a few events on our
local tracks. Driver Education (DE) events
allow you to enjoy a full weekend with incar instruction from one of our expert high
performance driving instructors, exploring
the limits of both you and your car, in a safe,
controlled environment.
The year kicks off with AMR’s PPIR DE
event at Pikes Peak International Raceway on
April 12-13. This is a fun and easy-to-learn
“roval” track (part road course, part oval). It is
followed closely by RMR’s first DE of the year,
at High Plains Raceway, April 26-27. HPR is
one of the best tracks in the state, and a great
test of driver and car. AMR then brings its
DE program to La Junta Raceway, May 10-11.
La Junta is a simpler but challenging track that has lots of
fans. The end of May then takes us to Pueblo Motorsports
Park for AMR’s third DE of the season. Pueblo offers great
challenge, and lets you experience a great variety of skills.
After that, RMR has a total of five more weekends for you
to hone your skills at HPR, so you have a total of nine
weekends on which you can enjoy our DE program.
Our other form of high performance driving events are
our autocrosses. RMR’s Autocross School and Autocross is
hosted at Front Range Airport, May 17-18. This is the one
and only chance all year you’ll have to get in-car instruction
on an autocross course. For the uninitiated, autocross is an
event in which a coned course is set up in a parking lot.
The idea is for you to negotiate the course in the
least time (without harming cones!). Sounds
easy, right? Well, consider this: in a typical
autocross, each course is different,
you get no practice runs, and
it involves several dozen
turns.

On the plus side, it is at a much lower
speed than you’d encounter on a race track,
so the chances of you or your car coming to
any harm is virtually nil. Plus, lower speeds
make the learning easier!
Instruction at the Autocross School is
so valuable because it is at low speeds, and
involves immediate feedback and guidance
from a PCA-certified high performance driving
instructor. Oh, and as we mentioned earlier,
everything you learn here not only helps you
in autocrosses, and on the race track, but
on the street as well. It will open your eyes
when you see what your car (and you) can do!
Porsches of all kinds are truly race-capable cars
that happen to be street legal. Between AMR
and RMR, we have a total of three autocrosses
throughout the year, so you’ll have plenty of
opportunities to practice what you learn here.
Between our autocross and DE programs,
AMR and RMR give you plenty of opportunity to make
2014 the year that you take your driving to the next level.
So, come out and join us!
You can contact our club Chief Driving
Instructor, Cecil Morris, by email at
cecilmorrisCDI@outlook.com or by
phone at 303-399-2492.
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RMR Charity Committee recap for 2013
By Luann Dodge, Charity Coordinator
Throughout the year, the Charity
Committee has worked to facilitate
support for various charities that
help enrich the lives of those in our
community who need assistance.
Each year the RMR board sets aside
$2,000 to be donated to charities at
the request of members. The recipient
charities for this year follow.
Winter Park Volunteer Ski
Patrol Educational Fund received
a $500 donation in memory of Gary
Dodge, who passed away last January.
Gary was an active RMR member, a DE
enthusiast, and a long-time volunteer
with the Winter Park Ski Patrol.
The funds will be used to train new
volunteers in emergency response
techniques.
Cerebral Palsy of Colorado, an
organization dedicated to creating
choices and opportunities for equal
participation in life for individuals
with cerebral palsy and other
disabilities, received a donation of
$500. This donation was made in
conjunction with the 30th annual
Concours d’Elegance, held in June.
The Children’s Hospital of
Colorado Sports Program for
children with physical disabilities
received a $500 donation. The 7th
annual Drive for the Kids is held each
September to support this program.
The Christian Living Centers
received a donation of $500 in memory
of Jerry Schouten. Jerry was an RMR
club racer and driving instructor,
whom we lost in September of last
year. Christian Living Communities
minister to senior adults through a
continuum of services and care that
reflects Christian love, respect and
compassion and that enriches the
quality and dignity of life for each
individual.
In addition to the funds set aside
by the Board for charitable donations,
the money collected from noon-time
rides and other fund-raising activities
at the DEs has continued to be donated
to the charities that are specifically
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designated by the event chairs.
At the first DE of the year,
Speed Fever IV, once again chaired
by Joe Warren and Troy Nakatani,
the designated charity was the
Winter Park Volunteer Ski Patrol
Educational Fund. Just over $1,000
was collected at the event and added
to the club donation of $500 in
memory of Gary Dodge.
In early June, Ladies’ Day was
held at the Colorado State Patrol track
in Golden. The event chairs were
Luann Dodge and Nancy Warren.
The designated charity for this event
was the Colorado State Patrol Youth
Academy, which received a total
donation of $500 for their 2014
summer camp. Training includes the
“Alive at 25” defensive driving course,
introduction to law enforcement
ethics, law enforcement driving,
firearm safety and familiarization,
police communications and the
history and philosophy of the CSP.
The June DE, “Slow, Fast, HalfFast,” was chaired by Jim Thorburn
and Dave Buehmann. A total of
$240 was raised and donated to the
American Red Cross for wildfire
relief.
The “Track Attack” DE, held
in July, was chaired by Jim Widrig
and David Chase. The designated
charity was Alex’s Lemonade Stand
Foundation, whose mission is to
raise awareness of childhood cancer
causes and money to support research
into new treatment and cures. In
addition to the noon-time rides, a
very successful silent auction was held
on Saturday evening. In total over
$3,000 was raised at this event.
The big event of August was the
Club Race and Black and Blue DE,
chaired by Vicki Earnshaw and Brian
Leary. The designated charity for
this event was the Burn Treatment
and Rehabilitation Center at the
University of Colorado Hospital,
which provides specialized care to
meet the complex needs of patients
coping with burn trauma and other
serious skin conditions. $480 was

collected and donated to the Center
in memory of Jerry Schouten.
The “Caribbean Summer” DE,
actually held on the autumnal
equinox and chaired by Rob Heath
and Wade Middleton, benefited
the Douglas County Partners, an
organization which provides mentors
for at-risk kids. Just under $200 was
raised at this event.
The OctoberFast DE, the last of
2013, supported the Bienvenidos
Food Bank of Denver. Chairs for
this event were Bill Emery and Dale
Hartzell. In addition to the money
collected at noon-time rides, food was
collected in a food drive at the DE.
220 pounds of food were donated,
as well as just over $600. $1 buys
$9 worth of food from the Food
Bank of the Rockies, so our donation
provided over $5,000 worth of food
to this organization, which provides
emergency and supplemental food
assistance with respect and dignity.
At the end of the year, RMR
partnered once again with the Marine
Corp Reserves to support the Toys
for Tots Program, which collects
and distributes new toys to brighten
the holidays of needy children in our
community. We were honored to
have three Marine Corps Reservists
join us for the evening at a wonderful
party organized by Kathy Fricke,
Nancy Warren and Marcia Hubbell.
Your generosity filled over two tables
overflowing with toys, in addition to
numerous monetary donations.
RMR members can request that a
donation from the Charity Committee
be considered for a charity of their
choice. Applications can be found
on the club’s website at rmr.pca.org.
Event chairs can find information on
designating a charity for their event in
the event chair guidelines.
It was a successful but bittersweet
year. Many thanks to all of you who
were so generous in your donations
throughout the year, especially those
made in memory of our dear friends
who contributed so much to the club
over the years.

RMR Safety Committee birthed
By Bo Jensen, Safety Committee
As many of you know, our longtime
safety officer Todd Nelson, M.D.
has elected to defer primary
responsibilities for safety officer in
2014. Hopefully, he will remain as
an “on call” consultant as he has
extensive experience in roles both as
safety officer and driving instructor. As
this changing of the guard occurred,
Scott Henderson and Bo Jensen began
discussing what changes might be
needed. Unfortunately, the passing
of Jerry Schouten in 2013 accelerated
these discussions.
Several years ago, the driving
instructors changed to a committee
format in order to disperse some
workload and improve efficiency.
They seem enthusiastic about this
format. Not being willing to reinvent
the wheel, Scott Henderson and I
decided to copy their idea and so
we have the birth of the Safety
Committee. The Safety
Committee is neonatal
but
has
already
begun to speak of
several ideas for
the 2014 year!
Our
goal
is to improve
the safety at
High
Plains
Raceway but also
establish lines of
communication
with other motorcycle
and
auto
clubs
throughout the region. The
end goal is to produce a seamless
blanket of safety for all participants
at HPR independent of lapping days,
DEs or races.
As part of this plan, the Board
and HPR management have elected to
change to Western Ambulance Service.
While the previous ambulance service
has provided excellent care, it was felt
that the seamless care goal would be
better accomplished by having a single

ambulance service for all participants
at all HPR events.
Another emphasis is to provide
education
and
experience
for
interested
individuals
through
attendance at the Fire and Rescue
course sponsored by the Colorado
region SCCA chapter . Fire and Rescue
(previously called Crash and Burn) is
scheduled for March 29-30th and is
a two day course, held at the North
Washington Fire Department (8055 N.
Washington St., Denver). The Board
has approved some tuition coverage
for anyone interested in participating.
While this course is serious in nature,
it should be noted that the ebullient
Scott Henderson and quiet Bo Jensen
will both be attending, as if that makes
any difference!
Following completion of the
course, which is conducted by Rocky
Mountain Vintage Racing, all students
will receive a patch embroidered with
“RMVR Fire and Rescue School”
and a second smaller patch
designating the year of
attendance. So the
person will have
the larger patch
to indicate that
they completed
the course as
well as several
smaller patches
beneath it to
indicate all the
subsequent
years
that they attended the
Fire and Rescue course.
The class is FIA-based,
meaning that it has been designed
to meet FIA standards for corner
worker activities. It is designed for
experienced workers, new workers,
drivers and crews.
The RMVR Fire and Rescue course
provides hands-on fire suppression
training, safe driver extrication, and
safe helmet removal techniques and
actual practice. It also goes over proper
flagging communication between

corner workers and drivers and
identifies the common flag meaning
differences between the clubs (for
example, SCCA uses a double-yellow
flag for full-course caution; RMR uses
a single yellow flag displayed at all
corners; RMVR red flag protocol is for
drivers to decrease speed and proceed
to the pits; RMR red flag protocol is
for drivers to check rear view mirrors,
slow down and come to a stop offline within visual range of the next
manned corner station).
We are hoping several club
members sign up for this very
important course and add this
valuable skillset to their repertoire.
Those interested in the Fire and Rescue
Course may contact Scott directly
(303.521.9007), or you can register
immediately by simply sending an
email to marshals@rmvr.com.

Driver
Coaching
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Individual or small
group coaching
For novice drivers to
experienced racers
13 years experience
in-car coaching
Successful SCCA, PCA
and NASA racer
Pre and post track day
consultation included
Extremely affordable
rates
References available
Guaranteed results

Joe Rothman

720-350-4918
Cell 720-382-6167
jrothma@hotmail.com
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HPR Driver Education Event
The First RMR DE of 2014!
Saturday and Sunday, April 26-27
As some guy named Julius Caesar once said, “We
came, we saw, we conquered!” We’re pretty sure he meant
conquered the long winter no-track blahs—it’s a little-known fact left
out of most of the history books. What will certainly go down in history is
Speed Fever V, the fifth, yes, fifth (!) installment of our season-opener DE
event at High Plains Raceway.
Joe and Troy are back for the attack and planning an event worthy
of the Speed Fever franchise name, and for sure to be the best Speed
Fever yet! We’ll have plenty of track time fun, great event give-aways,
and other things too amazing to mention in this article, for fear of
creating an uproar not unlike the time the aforementioned Caesar crossed
the Rubicon; but really, why are we talking so much about Caesar? Who
knows, it’s the middle of winter and those things just happen . . .
We’d like to thank Greg Johnson of Eurosport Ltd in Denver for
helping sponsor our event for the fourth year in a row! We’re also pleased to
announce that Lisa Bryan and her businesses (Candlelight Tavern and the
Kentucky Inn) are a new sponsor for Speed Fever V! And even though he has
left RMR for Texas, Tim Bevan and his online parts business OEM Part Haus
are returning as a sponsor as well – thanks, Tim!
As in previous years, this is a No Times DE with paid corner workers which
means lots of track time! Registration will be limited to 140 entrants;
day-of-event walk-ins are discouraged. Stay tuned for additional
details, including the opening and closing of online registration,
drivers’ meeting times, costs, tech inspection locations, etc.
In the meantime, please contact the event chairs with any
questions: Joe Warren at warrenjoee@hotmail.com and
Troy Nakatani at troy_n@yahoo.com.
Beware the Ides of April!
Location: High Plains Raceway, 17 miles east of Byers on US-36 (Deer Trail)
Event Registration fees: Either Saturday or Sunday: Driver: $180, Co-driver: $155 (co-drivers
must drive the same car). For both days: Driver $260, Co-driver $235.
Schedule: Gates open from 5:00pm, Friday to last car out around 6:30pm on Sunday.
Registration opens at 7:00am, both days, in the classroom. Mandatory drivers’ meeting
at 8:00am on each day as well, plus a mandatory first time drivers’ meeting immediately
following. On-site track tech inspections open at 7:00am by the Pavilion on both days.
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Registrar: Joe Warren (warrenjoee@hotmail.com)


                  
                      
                
              
                      
John L. Ranft CIMA®, MBA

Financial Advisor
5613 DTC Parkway, Suite 1000
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Tel: 303-200-9515 ▪ 1-800-999-7900
john.ranft@wfadvisors.com
www.wfadvisors.com/john.ranft
“Helping People Maximize Their Investment Potential”
RMR-PCA member since 2005

2005 Carrera S (European delivery)

Investment and Insurance Products: ▪ NOT FDIC Insured ▪ NO Bank Guarantee ▪ MAY Lose Value
Envision is a registered service mark of Wells Fargo & Company and used under license.
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CAN YOU FILL THIS CHAIR?
RMR is in need of someone to step up to
be the Event Chair for the upcoming Event
Chair Training Event (ironic isn’t it?) on
February 22nd at the Anythink Library in
Thornton. Please contact Joe
Warren at 2ndvicepresident@
rmrporscheclub.com or give him
a call at 303.641.6479.
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In the zone

I

was glad to be able to join
RMR for their holiday
party at the Glenmoor
Country Club, and it was
a fun evening for everyone. I
flew into Denver from Austin,
so I wasn’t able to get to the
party at the beginning, but
thankfully Kathy Fricke saved
me a spot at one of the tables!
Awards were handed out and
all of the volunteers and leads
for the events of 2013 were
recognized and applauded. I
was happy to present the Zone 9 Challenge trophy to repeat
winners Nancy and Joe Warren (photo) and recognize their
achievement of participating in events at five of the seven
Zone 9 Regions (they also attended Parade in Traverse City,
MI). It was also fun to swear in the 2014 RMR officers.
About a month after the RMR party, I had my first Zone
event of the year: the Presidents’ Meeting in Colorado
Springs. Fred Veitch was extremely helpful in setting up
things for the weekend—the restaurant for the Friday night
social, the meeting location (Marriott), lunch at Porsche
of Colorado Springs, and then dinner at a private car
collection. Fred even had a small car-wash station set up at
the hotel, and it was too bad that we didn’t get a chance to
wash our cars (I avoided washing my car since it’s common
for that exercise to induce a rain or snow shower!).
We had great participation for the Presidents’ meeting,
and there was much collaboration among everyone. These
were the meeting attendees:
Alpine Mountain Region—President Tom Kautz
(and wife Patty), Vice President Joel Godfredson,
Newsletter Editor Phyllis Godfredson (and husband
Hank), and Webmaster Kathleen Lennon;
Carrera Region—President Dan Thomas;
Intermountain Region—Vice President Rich Sanders
and Newsletter Editor Jeremy Rosenberger;
Llano Estacado Region—President Joseph Papp and
Vice President Alex Hallerberg;
Roadrunner Region—President Bill Kaltenbach,
Webmaster Ann Mulhern, and Newsletter Editor
Steve Waller;
Rocky Mountain Region—President Jim Widrig, 1st
Vice President John Mackin, 2nd Vice President
Joe Warren, Newsletter Editor David Schmidt, and

Liz Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative

Webmaster Scott Rogers;
West Texas Region –
President Wil Carter.
The agenda for the day
consisted of discussing Zone
9 business (and Zone info in
general), PCA resources, PCA
National events—Parade and
Escape, Region calendars,
and the Region Procedure
Manual. Lunch at Porsche of
Colorado Springs was a real
treat—and it was not just the
food! There were several race
cars in the showroom and Porsches, Porsches, Porsches
everywhere! Thanks very much to the team at Porsche of
Colorado Springs for having us over for lunch: Don Hicks
(owner), Joe Brenner, Robert Prilika, and Fred Veitch.
After lunch, Roadrunner member Sean Cridland spoke
to us on some PCA RegionFocus topics, the importance
of preserving a Region’s history, and some of the carrelated things he’s currently involved in. Sean has a vast
experience with PCA and was able to answer questions
from the meeting attendees.
Sean’s talk was followed by a break-out session for
the webmasters and newsletter editors, and the feedback
I received was that they were able to collaborate and share
information among each other.
The rest of us had further discussions related to the
Region Procedure Manual, and then when all of us were
together, we discussed a few topics like attracting and
retaining members, recruiting new officers and board
members, and different types of events.
It was a long day, but I was pleased with how the
meeting went, and I think everyone came away with some
things they learned, reconnection with their friends from
other Regions, and new connections with other people.
Please check the Region calendars on their respective
websites and/or newsletters, and start your plan to win
the Zone 9 Challenge trophy this year! I’m a little late in
updating the Zone 9 calendar but I’ll get to it as soon as I
can. If you have any questions about events in some of the
smaller Regions, just contact the Region president (email
addresses are listed on the Zone 9 website, http://zone9.
pca.org ).
FEBRUARY 2014
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Classifieds
Classified ads are free to RMR/PCA members
for items personally owned by the member.
No commercial ads. Ads for non-members
are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR
Treasurer - Roger Buswell, 1200 Greenwood
Lane, Castle Rock, CO 80104). Ads must be
75 words or less. Deadline for classified ad
submission is the 15th of the previous month.
Member ads will run for two issues. Ads
will also appear with an optional photo on
the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

porsche cars
1985.5 944 - Desirable 1985.5 model with
newly designed instrumentation. Originally
purchased from Don Judd Dealership in
Amarillo,TX on 06/05/85 by a local doctor. I
have owned it since May of 1999. Like new
condition, 27,500 K original miles. Genuine
Leather interior, excellent white paint
exterior, original Blaupunkt “Monterey”
radio, full rear illuminated panel, original
owners manual, upgraded rims. Original
price $28.8K. Asking $12k. Has to be seen
to be appreciated. Serious inquiries only.
Lou @ 303.440-8091. [Jan]
1992 911 America Roadster - Red, black
leather with red trim, black top. Limited
edition model to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the 356 America Roadster,
rare beautiful collector car, only 250
produced. A cabriolet with turbo body,
flared fenders, spoiler, and lowered. Alpine
radio, huge stereo. 6 cyl. 3.6 L engine,
manual 5-speed, naturally aspirated, cam,
heads, chip, exhaust, turbo suspension
and brakes. Loaded with all options.
50,500 mi, $89,500, Cork Chicota, Ken-Caryl
Ranch, CO; 303-973-8590, corkchicota@
juno.com. [Feb]
1999 911 coupe (996) - Black, savannah
beige leather. LN Engineering rebuild w/
3.6 nickies, new RMS, IMS, clutch, chains,
water pump, oil separator, rear shocks.
All problem areas have been repaired
or replaced. Car is in beautiful shape.
Roof transport system with ski and bike
attachments. 90,000 on odometer, 500 on
rebuilt engine. $25,000. Send an email to
David_o_johnson@q.com for more info or
pictures. [Jan]
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wheels/tires
4 Sumitomo HTR ZIII Performance Tires on
18” BBS Porsche OE Sport Design Alloy
Wheels - 225/40ZR18 92Y on 7.5JX18 ET
50 (996.362.134.55) and 285/30ZR18 97Y on
10JX18 ET 65 (996.362.140.05). Tires have
less than 1200 miles on them. Some road
rash on 2 wheels, but straight and true.
No center caps. Asking $950. Please call
Jim at 970-232-4936 or email jlsafry1@msn.
com. [Feb]
Set of (4) 18” Carrera lightweight wheels
for Boxster 986 - Front wheels are 7.5”
wide with 50 mm offset. Rear wheels are
9” wide with 52 mm offset. Front wheel
weight is ~21.4 lbs. Rear wheel weight is
~22.2 lbs. Due to offsets, these wheels will
not fit 996. Excellent condition. No center
caps. $1200.00. Call Denny at 303-8172105. oconnell.denny1@gmail.com. [Jan]

miscellaneous
Two new Sparco Corsa Racing Seats Installed and used less than 300 miles.
Only selling because I decided to buy a
race car and return my 911 to the street.
Very comfortable and supportive for
track driving. Each seat includes Sparco
mounting brackets and hardware. Paid
$905 each from SafeRacer, asking $800
each (no shipping, located in Denver,
CO). Should fit most cars (911, Boxster,
Cayman). Contact Michael at 303-777-1199
or mmporsche@mac.com. [Feb]
New TeamTech 6-point harnesses with
camlock - Installed and used less than
300 miles. Only selling because I decided
to buy a race car and return my 911 to
the street. These are the best made, most
comfortable harnesses I have ever used
and they are the same ones used by the 3R
Racing team. HANS compatible (3-2-3 inch
shoulder straps). Built in padding in the
shoulders and other areas for comfort with
T-shirts to driving suits. Constructed with
black webbing and red stitching with FIA
date stamps around April 2013. Paid $474,
asking $375. Contact Michael at 303-7771199 or mmporsche@mac.com. [Feb]
Misc - Brey Krause harness bar, 3-spoke
930 steering wheel, oil filter, air filter, fuel
filter, and left-side door seal. $325 for all.
Contact Joe @ 303-947-9455. [Feb]

Storage - Store your vehicle in our new
storage facility! Power available for
battery maintainers. Location: 1391 Empire
Road, Louisville,CO 80027. Email: info@
empirestoragelouisville.com. Phone: 303604-1391. See our web site for unit sizes,
pricing and online reservations. Visit www.
empirestoragelouisville.com [Jan]
Free - Most, if not all, copies of Porsche
Panorama from 1994 through 2012. You
may have the entire set as one lot, but
will not separate. Pick up in Fort Collins.
Please call Jim at 970-232-4936 or email
jlsafry1@msn.com. [Feb]
1964 356C ENGINE S/N 712538 - Plug
and play! Total disassembly/rebuild; 7K
miles; 1720cc Shasta pistons in boredout original cylinders; C crank and rods
with new coated bearings; Precision
Matters full flow external oil filter adapter;
engine oil pressure gauge idles at 40psi.
Rebuilt Zeniths carbs by 356 Carb Rescue;
wonderful leak down and compression; all
sheet metal powder coated; all records.
Valued at $13k. Will deliver within 60 miles
of Denver. $8000. SeymoreRhodes@msn.
com / 970-390-0485. [Feb]

RMR merchandise for sale
online at the PCA webstore!
Your beloved Rocky Mountain Region Porsche club has its own
merchandise store! There are lots of items elegantly branded with the
RMR-PCA logo and of top quality and modern design. Simply go to
www.pcawebstore.com/ROCKY MOUNTAIN and shop to your
heart’s content. Show off your RMR membership with pride!

DRIVER
COACHING
Get the most from your track time with
instruction from Scott Anderson, a
professional driver from Colorado
currently competing in the Pro Mazda
Championship Series!
Scott is experienced in working with
professional instructors from the Skip
Barber Racing School including Peter
Dempsey, Derek Daly and others.
Scott is also the 2011 Skip Barber
National Series Champion and the
winner of the MAZDASPEED
Development Driver/Scholarship.

Develop precision and speed
Improve your skills & confidence
Specific instruction tailored to
you or your group/team’s needs
Accomplish your driving or
racing goals
Corporate track days for team
building or client appreciation
Video analysis and post training
report included for every client

Scott Anderson, 970-219-8776
info@scottandersonracing.com
www.scottandersonracing.com
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I get around
Dick Badler, RMR/PCA Columnist

My parents bought a new car
They bought a new car last summer.
You have to understand. They’re 87
and 85. My father had a stroke, a year
and a half ago. Nothing cognitive, but
he can’t drive. My mother only drives
in daylight. This past fall, they moved
into an assisted living complex.
I have this vision of my parents
coming into the dealership showroom
… my father holding on tight to his
walker, my mother making her way,
following knee replacement surgery.
The salesperson doing a few doubletakes and finally getting out, “Uh, can
I help you?” and “What color do you
like?” and “Do you have a trade-in?”
and “Lease or buy?”
They’ve never owned a Porsche.
The closest they came was in ’83, when
they bought a ’78 Mercedes-Benz 450
SL. My father had been pining for
one, for years. This one I found for
them. Same year as my SC. Same low
mileage. Silver, with the dark blue
soft top. I called them up and said,
it’s now or never. They called it their
“SL-ela.”
They kept it for about ten years.
The standing joke was that they were
going to give it to my wife, when they
grew tired of it. Or at least sell it to
her. But then, one day, my father told
me they traded it in, on a Lexus ES. I
told them they’d regret it. They did.
My fondest memory is of the ’62
Buick LeSabre. We went cross-country
in it, my two sisters, my parents and
I, New York to LA and back, in five
weeks. No air. I got the worst case of
chapped lips in recorded history, from
sticking my head out the window, like
a dog, and then moistening my lips
with my tongue.
Over the course of the trip, I rated
my parents’ driving. Turns out, so to
speak, that my mother was faster. To
pass the time, I played chess with my
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father, using one of those portable sets
where you push the pieces into holes.
It was the only time, ever, that I sat
in the middle, between my two sisters.
My usual place was behind my father,
natch.
My father drove home for me my
first sports car. It was a ’64 Triumph
TR-4, which I bought from a family
friend, for $800, my life savings. I
was 17, and couldn’t drive a stick.
That night I just sat in it, and played
the radio. The next day, he took me
out to learn the wonders of British
gearboxes and friction points. At one
point I lurched it so hard the fuel lines
came off the carburetors. I lost half
a tank of gas before we realized what
that funny smell was coming from.
Then there was the ’67 Buick
Wildcat. Convertible. My parents
let me drive it into New York City,
the night of my senior prom, to the
Village, to see B.B. King, at the Village
Gate. I remember who I took as my
date, I remember a second couple,
but I don’t remember who the third
couple was. It was that kind of night.
My parents took me to college in
that car.
When my first daughter was born,
my parents drove up from Virginia
in a Honda Accord. I remember my
mother rushing into the hospital,
carrying a pair of binoculars. She said
you never know how far away from
the window they put the babies.
In recent years, my parents had
a 3-series BMW wagon. Which was
great for trips from Virginia to Florida
for the winter, including a ride on the
car-train. Except my father totaled it,
one morning. Ran into a tree. Don’t
ask.
So they replaced it with a Cadillac
CTS wagon.
Which they hated,
because of what they claimed was bad

three-quarter rear-view visibility.
A few years ago, I got my father
a gift subscription to Car & Driver
magazine. I took advantage of one
of those “renew now and give a new
subscription to someone as a gift”
deals.
It became a routine, during our
weekly telephone conversations …
what do you think I should replace
the Caddy with? I didn’t know how
to answer. So I turned it around and
said, “What do you want?”
Toyota Avalon, he said.
The
perfect appliance, I said. But it takes
regular gas, he said.

How about a Hyundai Genesis?
Hmm, I said. It may out-Lexus Lexus,
the way Lexus out Mercedes’d Mercedes,
at least for the money. Does it take
regular gas? That’s what they bought.
I
visited
my
parents
for
Thanksgiving, last fall. I drove the
Hyundai, and it really wasn’t bad. In
fact, it really was a lot like a Benz for,
what, two thirds the price.
But the real joy came when I
programmed the in-car Nav to get to my
sister’s house for Thanksgiving Dinner
… the house is some seven miles away
and, really, over a route that’s not that
complicated. But so be it.
We tested the Nav, Thanksgiving
Day, and it worked.
Let me put this into perspective;
my father’s an electronics engineer. To
this day, he can explain to you how a
computer works. Or a television. He
used to argue how Plasma technology is
inherently much superior to LCD. And
so was Betamax. Around when I was
born, he worked on the development of
the LP record.
But, as I was programming the Nav,
he was gently pushing toward me the
never-opened, inch-thick, Nav manual,
which I simply ignored.
But my real mitzvah was
programming the Nav to get … home.
To quote my mother, “Now we won’t
get lost again!”
Yikes. So many memories. So many
drives to look forward to.

AMR/RMR Event
Chair training
Saturday, February 22nd, 9:30am to 12:30pm
Anythink Library–9417 Huron St., Thornton, 80260
If you have ever thought about giving back to the club by
chairing an event, or if you are already signed up to chair
an event, or if you chair a volunteer area for our events
(like Control, Equipment, Grid, Safety, Registration, Tech
Inspection…), this meeting is for you!
We will cover the event time-line of what to do and
when to do it. A variety of useful topics will be covered in
depth to answer your lingering questions: contacts and goto people, budgeting, registration, newsletter coordination,
what worked last year and what needs work from last year.
The focus will be mostly on Driver Education and Autocross
events, but the guidelines are applicable for Tours and
Rallies as well (anyone want to do a TSD Rally?).
Contact Joe Warren if there is anything you think can
be improved from last year: call 303-604-1289 or email
preferred at warrenjoee@hotmail.com.

This month’s random
question asked to five
random members:

“What’s the most
fun you’ve had in
a Porsche?”

Doug Wiebe (‘06 911 C4S)

“When I lived in California, I was very
active in the PCA club out there and I got
to take my Cayman to Laguna Seca. It was
awesome.”

Bob Silk (‘06 Cayman S)

“I just took my daughter back to LA to
go to college there and we drove up the
Pacific Coast Highway on a Wednesday
morning. We had the road mostly to
ourselves. It was one of the most beautiful
drives I’ve ever done.”

Frank Fernandez (‘10 GT3)

“The funnest event for me has been the
Automobili Exotica, which is a three-day
road rally in Snowmass. It was fantastic
and I even managed to win an award for
‘Best Spin-Out’ while I was there.”

EJ Bennett (‘09 Boxster and 968
Track Car)

“Taking my Boxster to the PCA Parade in
Salt Lake City two years ago was the most
fun for me and it was a total blast. I highly
recommend Parade to anybody.”

Chris McIntire (‘06 Cayman S and
‘04 Cayenne Turbo)

“The most fun for me is being out on the
track, especially at High Plains Raceway,
and working through the challenges of
getting through those turns.”
FEBRUARY 2014
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Monthly board meetings are always open to club members. See the
list of upcoming events (next page) for schedule. You may contact
the entire board at board@rmrporscheclub.com. To volunteer to be
an RMR Board member, submit your intent by September so the
Nomination Committee can add you to the ballot in October for club
voting in November. Most positions are two-year terms.

Region coordinators
Charity/Good Works
Luann Dodge: charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Chief Driving Instructor
Cecil Morris: 970.214.7279, cecilmorrisco@hotmail.com
Control Chief
George Strimbu: 303.736.9114, strimbug@gmail.com
Equipment
Keith Hall: 303.940.7958, keith_hal@msn.com
Historian
Amy Legg-Rogers: 970.686.0538, a1queen@frii.com
Insurance
Troy Nakatani: 720.402.1080, troy_n@yahoo.com
Programs/Socials
Erik Behrendsen: 303.840.7361, ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Registration
Nancy Warren: 303.604.1289, nanru@hotmail.com
Safety
Scott Henderson: 303.521.9007, sshjd@aol.com
Tech Inspection
Hank Padilla: 303.470.1850, hank@hanksvillehotrods.com
Timing
Joe Warren: 303.604.1289, warrenjoee@comcast.net
Webmaster
Scott Rogers: 970.686.0538, scottr@wirestone.com
Zone 9 Representative
Liz Shaw: 505-231-7003, lizshawsf@msn.com

Technical resources
356
Jim Kellogg: 303.840.2356, twingril62@aol.com
911
Dave Stribling: 303.238.8101, dave.stribling@prestigeimports.net
912
Rob Heath: 303.995.1147, robheath912@gmail.com
914
Dale Tuety: 303.670.1279, d2t@aol.com
924
Dan Semborski: 303.420.2708, dansemborski@yahoo.com
928
Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist and help others!
944
Richard Winnick: 303.429.5213, rewinnick@cs.com
968
Zach Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com
Boxster/Cayman
Doug Bartlett: 970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net
Cayenne
Steve Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com
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Chris Cervelli: 303.809.6173, chriscervelli@msn.com

RMR-PCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CAMA Representative
Walt Fricke: 303.499.6540, walterfricke@msn.com

President

Jim Widrig
president@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.655.7495
C: 720.883.6071

Vice President

John Mackin
1stvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.665.9579
C: 303.641.6479

Second
Vice President

Joe Warren
2ndvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.604.1289
C: 303.902.3045

Treasurer

Rick Seiferth
treasurer@rmrporscheclub.com
W: 720.472.9032

Secretary

Mike Pappas
secretary@rmrporscheclub.com
C: 303-988-0976

Membership Chair

Alan Jones
membership@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.947.1202

Newsletter Editor

David Schmidt
newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com
C: 303.662.1162

Past President

Rick Gonçalves
president@rmrporscheclub.com
H: 303.697.1960

Upcoming events

What we do
Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in
your Porsche by particip ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech
sessions, car shows and more.

DRIVING EVENTS
Tour
A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which
participants follow a given route to a destination
(which may or may not be known in advance). A tour
may vary in length from a day trip to a long weekend
with an overnight stay or two. Tours usually follow
scenic routes (which are plentiful in Colorado) and/
or visit interesting or obscure destinations. Tours are
sometimes combined with rallies to add variety and
a dose of competition to the event.
RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR
typically offers several. A number of tours are
usually offered at Porsche Parade as well.
Rally
A rally is a competitive event in which contestants
attempt to follow a course specified by a set of
instructions. Rallies are typically run on public,
paved roads, and speed limits are always observed.
The two major types of rallies are the Time-SpeedDistance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick rally. In a TSD
rally, participants attempt to follow the instructions
precisely, maintaining the correct speed, as points
are deducted for arriving at checkpoints (the
locations of which are not known in advance) early
or late. A Gimmick rally is typically a bit less rigid
and usually involves solving puzzles of some type.
Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—
at least one of each type—are offered. Porsche
Parade also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a
Gimmick rally, each year.
Autocross (AX)
An autocross is a competition in which drivers
navigate their cars through a course defined by
orange cones, usually in a large parking lot. Top
speeds are generally moderate, topping out around
40-65 MPH (no higher than second gear for many
cars). Competing cars are spaced at long intervals—
typically only one or two cars are on the course at
any time. Autocross is a safe way to experience
high-performance driving while learning to drive
your car at its limit.
Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross
events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially

an autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX
school in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a
major event at Porsche Parade.
Driver Education (DE)
A driver education event provides a safe,
controlled environment for high-performance driving
instruction. DE offers drivers of all skill levels the
opportunity to hone their driving skills, with the
help of an experienced instructor, in a controlled,
closed-course environment. In keeping with PCA
philosophy, the primary emphasis at all times
is on safety. A word of warning, though: the DE
experience may be habit-forming!
As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some
DE events are followed immediately by a time trial
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify
their performance. Lap times may then be used to
measure personal improvement, for bragging rights,
etc.
RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the La
Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s Peak
International Raceway tracks.
Club Race
A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event.
A race weekend consists of a number of practice
sessions and “heats” (race sessions), often
involving both “sprint” and “endurance” races. As
a Club Racing license (issued by PCA National) is
required for competition, club racers are serious
and experienced drivers. The cars they bring with
them to the track can be quite impressive! As a
point of interest, the PCA Club Racing program
was inaugurated with the RMR-hosted “First Ever
Anywhere” club race at Second Creek in 1992.
Because of the logistics involved in an event
of this magnitude, a club race requires a legion of
volunteers. However, it is also one of most exciting
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!
RMR hosts one club race each year at High Plains
Raceway which, combined with a Driver Education
event, adds up to one thrilling weekend!

NON-DRIVING EVENTS
Membership Social
Membership socials provide an opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and meet new members.
Historically, a membership meeting begins with a
social hour with a cash bar, followed by the evening’s
program. The content of the program varies,
sometimes featuring a “slide show” from a recent
event, or a guest speaker such as accomplished
Speed World Challenge racer Randy Pobst.
Membership socials, unless otherwise stated,
are held the first Thursday of the month. Different
venues and topics will keep the meetings fresh and
inviting. Watch HighGear and the RMR Web site for
details. If you have any ideas for a program, talk to
the Committee Chair or a Board member!
Tech Session
A tech session is just what it sounds like–a
session in which a technical topic is discussed. Not
just for gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate
practical, “do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake
bleeding. Tech sessions are usually presented by

experienced Porsche technicians, many of whom
are sponsors of RMR events and High Gear.
RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year,
typically in the “off months” when few driving
events take place. In addition, numerous tech
sessions are offered at Porsche Parade.
Concours d’Elegance
A concours is essentially a car show, in which
contestants endeavor to present their cars in
as close to “perfect” condition as possible. A
number of judged categories usually exist, typically
differentiating between types of cars (e.g. 356,
Boxster) and level of preparation (“daily driver” or
“full preparation” or somewhere in between). Cars
sometimes may be entered as “display only,” for
owners who wish to participate but not compete.
RMR participates in a handful of local concours
events each year, including the annual Exotic Sports
Car Show and Concours d’Elegance, benefiting
United Cerebral Palsy Colorado. The annual Porsche
Parade also hosts a major concours each year.

February
Mon 2/3
		

RMR Board Meeting
6:30pm at RG and Associates

Thur 2/6
		
		
		

Membership Social
Ferrari of Denver
1480 E. County Line Rd.
Highlands Ranch

Sat 2/8
		
		

Porsche Breakfast Club
Village Inn restaurant
4100 E. Mexico, Denver

Sat 2/15
		
		

Registrar Training
Anythink Library
9417 Huron St., Thornton

Sat 2/22
		
		

Event Chair Training
Anythink Library
9417 Huron St., Thornton

March
Sat 2/15
		
		

Tech Inspector Training
Hanksville Hot Rods
3852 Norwood Dr., Littleton

Mon 3/3
		

RMR Board Meeting
6:30pm at RG and Associates

Sat 3/8
		
		

Porsche Breakfast Club
Village Inn restaurant
4100 E. Mexico, Denver

Sat 3/15
		
		
		
		

New Member Get-together
Membership Social
The Man Cave - North
7535 W. 92nd Ave., Unit 800
Westminster, CO 80021
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In the rearview mirror
Amy Legg-Rogers, Historian

RMR takes to the lake back in ‘74
The 9th Annual Icekhana was held on February 7, 1974 at Crystal
Lake. The sky was clear and blue and the sun blinded off of the snow. in
all, 28 Porsches and 39 drivers attended the event. Best time of the event
was Jim Davis at 0:55.341 and best ladies’ time was Judy Anthony at
0:59.029.
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Trivia
Answers: 1. BOXer (horizontally opposed pistons) + roadSTER; 2. Sheet metal composes the load-bearing
			
structure; 3. 928; 4. Carrera = race, RS = Rennsport, R = racing; 5. Lower unsprung weight gives quicker response.

OCTOBERFEST?

IT’S FEBRUARY

FERRARI OF DENVER’S
SECOND ANNUAL

2014

SEE HOW THE ITALIANS DO GERMAN

FEBRUARY 6, 2014
6:30pm - 8:30pm

1480 E COUNTY LINE ROAD • HIGHLANDS RANCH, CO 80126
Come enjoy traditional German cuisine from Helga’s
Deli and brews provided by The Rockyard Brewery in
Castle Rock. Top off the evening with live entertainment, traditional German music by the world famous
accordion player Tom Allan (headliner at every “real”
Oktoberfest in Colorado) and stay for the door
prizes!
AUTHORIZED FERR ARI DEALER

Ferrari of Denver
303.730.7340 or contact Mark for more info
md@ferrariofdenver.com

