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     Presidential thoughts  
Jim Widrig, President   

s I write this monthly article, in the rear view mirror are 
the January RMR Board Meeting, Membership 
Social at 3R Racing, Eiskhana on Georgetown 
Lake, and organizational meeting for the RMR-
PCA Club Race.  A big thanks to Rick Goncalves, 

Angela Hill, and Brian Leary for the efforts of you and your 
team of volunteers in putting on these events! 

Still to come in January 2015, is the first RMR Volunteers 
of 2014 Celebration.  As I mentioned at the Holiday Party, 
the group of volunteers is huge (over 175) in both numbers 
and in the efforts these members contribute to the success 
of Rocky Mountain Region. In the past we have recognized 
these individuals at the Holiday Party and presented the 
Event Chairs and Committee Chairpersons with a nice gift 
from the RMR Board. We have also held a couple of separate 
year-end celebrations for the Driving Instructors and the 
Control Team.  For 2014, the RMR Board decided to bring 
our entire group of volunteers together for an invitation-
only celebration at the Lamar Street Center to recognize their 
contributions and support to RMR and to present awards to 
the group. The celebration was almost too late in January to 
get some pictures in this edition of HighGear, but you will 
also see some posted on-line and maybe in the March edition 
as well. 

Before the 2015 season of events is fully into gear, the 
RMR Board and Committees are working feverishly to be 
ready for 2015 by evaluating the past events of 2014, making 
corrective changes and improvements to the events for 2015, 
and providing training for members volunteering. You would 
think that as RMR has been running track events, tours, and 
member socials for 57 years, this would be pretty simple. It 
would be if we did not have external factors to address or 
seek continuous improvements and were content with the 
status quo. Throughout 2014, we surveyed the membership 
following events and obtained feedback on what was good 
and what could be improved. We also have our financial 
results, event attendance, changes in venue and service 
contracts, and input from PCA National to consider. As our 
events for 2015 get underway, you may notice some changes 
in event registration, event rules, event fees, and changes or 
additions to the events from prior years. Some of these have 

been decided upon and other aspects are still being worked 
out in the Committees and by the RMR Board. Look for 
announcements in HighGear, on the RMR web site, via 
email, at Member Socials, and at group Training Meetings 
as we get underway. If you have questions, ask a RMR Board 
or Committee Member.  In the end all are considered with 
the objective of making the events for RMR more safe, fun, 
varied, and in the interests of the entire RMR Community.  

For 2015, the Zone 9 President’s meeting will be hosted 
by the Carrera Region and held the end of February 2015 in 
El Paso, Texas. This is an annual gathering of the PCA Region 
Presidents, Newsletter editors, and Webmasters. The meeting 
offers the opportunity to share information and knowledge 
as well as interact with Zone 9 and National Staff. Liz Shaw 
our Zone 9 Representative will conduct the meeting. Caren 
Cooper, the newly installed PCA National President, Cindy 
Jacisin the new PCA National Secretary, and Jo Martin the 
National Safety Chair, are all planning to attend this year. 
Look for an update from your RMR representatives once we 
return from this meeting.

As noted earlier, the schedule of RMR activities over the 
next couple of months is heavy on training and organizational 
sessions.  The Event Chair Training Meeting will take place 
on February 21, 2015 and then the Tech Inspector Training 
and New Instructor Training (separate meetings) will be 
on March 7, 2015. I would like to add that we are always 
looking for volunteers to be Tech Inspectors and Event 
Chairs. These training meetings are open to all members that 
wish to attend and potentially volunteer in these roles. Our 
Membership Socials will be at Ferrari of Denver on Thursday, 
February 5, 2015 and the New (and more seasoned) Member 
Social will be on Saturday, March 21, 2015 at the Man Cave 
Westminster. April 25-26, 2015 is our first of six Driver 
Education Events at High Plains Raceway.  So right out in 
front of us and approaching fast are a full season of 2015 
events for RMR! We just don’t slow down! 

Be sure to check on-line for the latest in event 
information. Please send an email to me or another member 
of the RMR Board or talk to one of us at an event if you 
would like to help out in some capacity. We can always use 
more volunteers and will find a spot for you to contribute to 
the RMR Community. 

A
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If you’re reading this, then so 
could your potential customers. 
Advertise in HighGear and 
target your peers while helping 
your club at the same time! Email 
the HighGear editor (newsletter@
rmrporscheclub.com) to get 
your ad in next month’s issue



     Pit stop  
Phil O’Brien, Editor

RMR online discussion groups
Would you like to discuss Porsches, RMR or anything else 
of interest to other Porschephiles? Check out the RMR 
online discussion groups.
  Yahoo:  groups.yahoo.com/group/rmr_pca
  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/groups/pcarmr

Get your newsletter on the go!
To read HighGear in PDF format on the Web, go to the 
RMR Web site at rmr.pca.org and click the Newsletter 
link. Back issues are also available on the Web site.

Contribute to your newsletter!
HighGear needs your articles and photos! Please submit 
your content and ideas to the Newsletter Editor by the 15th 
of the month at newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

Join RMR-PCA
Not a member yet? Join RMR-PCA by visiting our website 
at www.pca.org and simply click the “Join PCA” link.

Advertise in HighGear
Please see page three for advertising rates details.

Get involved!

appy St. Valentine’s Day! Love is in the air and 
Porsches are in our hearts as we prepare for 
the driving season. It’s a date! Wax on, wax 
off; fresh rubber; suspension? Pamper your car 
and yourself - you deserve it! And remember 

to always practice safe driving!
Someone asked why we produce a paper magazine for 

the club. Does this paperless world really need another old 
school channel of communication for car stuff? When you 
can just open the smart phone and search for an answer or 
or be endlessly entertained why spend dollars and time to 
publish info that can be found at the click of a mouse?

Social media and the web evolved from print just as 
print evolved from the written and spoken word. It’s how 
we share ideas and feelings. Each message is not lost to the 
wind if it is recorded on the page. We have the chance to 
review and improve our understanding by building on what 
is established and generally accepted by society. Will my 
tweets be around 300 years from now? I hope not! A good 
compromise between the stone tablet and web is the printed 
page filled with information you can use.

We bring together several different calendars to get you 
access to the events that matter to Porsche owners of the 
region. We produce keepsake images of the cars and people 
we love doing what they do best. “I made the news!” You can 
be a published author or photographer - we make it easy! 
You won! And to prove it we put your picture in front of 
all your Porsche friends. Do you run a business? We can get 
your message to a focused demographic. Lawyers, doctors 
and nurses, automotive specialists like mechanics, detailers, 
fabricators, driving instructor/coaches, bodyworkers and 

painters...  plug it in here! Your event, goods or services will 
never run out of power. 

Another observant member asked why my column is 
called Pit stop. I’ll confess to being a track fanatic. I have 
raced in a few series’ contests, mostly at HPR but also at 
Reno, Miller, Pueblo, PPIR, Gateway, Iowa, and La Junta. I 
also work as pit crew or track official (start/finish or corner 
worker) for other teams, races and clubs.

I prefer the endurance race. Not just an hour but the 
longer contests; 3, 4, 8, and 24 hours. A real team effort is 
required. The track becomes familiar, like the back of your 
hand, that is, until you add in the car next to you; both drivers 
hoping to have the line at the apex and both hoping to finish 
the race with a pretty car. Vehicles are classed in three or 
more groups which means faster cars share the straightaway 
with slower cars. Often the chase in a class is so close that 
time spent fueling or changing drivers creates the margin of 
victory. The pitstop is a critical part of the experience and, 
while it is hard work, it can be just as rewarding.  

H
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February Membership Social to be hosted by

Ferrari of Denver!
That’s right! Join your fellow RMR-PCA members at the Membership 

Social on Thursday, Feb. 5th for the Second Annual “Febtoberfest” hosted by 
Ferrari of Denver! Brats, beer, live entertainment, and fabulous door prizes all 
while being surrounded by those amazing Italian cars (as well as a few Lotuses 
and Bentleys)!

Hope to see everyone there at what will be a great time!
Erik Behrendsen, RMR-PCA Program Chairman

RMR-PCA February Membership Social 
February 5 
6:30p.m. - 8:30p.m. 

AMR Social
Denise Jordan, denisej1@mindspring.
com
 
New Member Social
The Man Cave, Westminster

April
Membership Social
Denver, CO

Cars & Coffee Car Show
Lafayette, CO 

Breakfast Club
Village Inn (4100E. Mexico, Denver) 

AMR DE at PPIR
Fountain, CO

AMR Social
Denise Jordan, denisej1@mindspring.
com 

Instructor Seminar
Denver, CO

High Plains Drivers Education
High Plains Raceway, Deer Trail

7
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    Upcoming Events Calendar  For a comprehensive list of all upcoming RMR events, 
click the “Events” link on our web site at rmr.pca.org!

February
RMR Membership Social at 
Ferrari of Denver
Denver, CO

Cars & Coffee Car Show
Lafayette, CO 

Breakfast Club
Village Inn (4100E. Mexico, Denver) 

AMR Social
La Bella Vita, Colorado Springs

Event Chair Training
Anythink Library, Thornton, CO

March
Tech Inspector & Instructor Training 
Prestige, Littleton 

Cars & Coffee Car Show
Lafayette, CO 

Breakfast Club
Village Inn (4100E. Mexico, Denver) 

5
7

14
18
21

2
4

11
11-12

15
18

25-26

Ferrari of Denver 
1480 E. County Line Rd. 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 
Phone 303-730-7340

18
21
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I don’t remember exactly where or when I first read about 
the new Cayman, but the reports of this new entry in the 
Porsche lineup were glowing.  A long-time Porsche admirer, 
I thought that it would be fun to test drive one.  (Does your 
Porsche story begin with a line like this?  You know what 
happens next!)  

My son went to Cincinnati Country Day school with the 
two sons of a fellow who owned several car dealerships.  The 
dealerships were a ways away from the neighborhood where 
we lived and I was generally unfamiliar with them until I 
discovered that he was the nearest Porsche dealer.  It was 
early April in Cincinnati and the weather had finally stopped 
being so dismal, so I set off to check out the exciting new 
member of the Porsche family.

At the dealership I quickly made contact with the owner 
who offered a warm welcome, pointed me in the right 
direction and hooked me up with one of his top salesmen.  
There was only room on the showroom floor for about 
four Porsches but fortunately one was a Cayman.  It 
looked as good as promised and after listening 
to the exciting details the salesman 
offered up a test drive.  I 
expected that he would 
hop in the passenger 
seat and off we’d go, 
but he just handed me 
the keys and pointed 
to a shiny black 
model just outside the front doors.  “Take the back way out 
of the side lot and follow that for a few miles and it will put 
you back on the highway”, he offered.  I didn’t hesitate.

The back road was all I could have hoped for; a good 
road surface and lots of curves, and the highway back to the 
dealership offered the opportunity to get the feel of a decent 
straightaway.  Driving the Cayman was amazing. Visions of 
this car sitting in my driveway loomed large.  “I’ll take this 
one”, I told the salesman who was enjoying the afternoon 
sun waiting for me just outside the front doors; I hadn’t 
been gone long.  “But I want a standard transmission”.  We 
discussed the price briefly and it all seemed to be in line 
with what I had anticipated, so we left it that he would find 
me a black Cayman with a six-speed manual gearbox.  The 
demonstrator was a “base model” if there is such a thing in 
Porsche parlance, and that seemed perfect to me.

Several days passed and I got a call from the salesman.  
He was having a hard time finding the car I wanted, but 
he was still on the hunt.  Surely finding one wouldn’t be 
that hard, I thought as I skimmed over more information 
about the Cayman on-line.  Several more days passed and I 
found myself in the dealership’s neighborhood on the way 
to a meeting, so I stopped in unannounced.  My friendly 
salesman had seen me pull in and greeted me at the door.  
“It’s not looking good”’ he said.  “The Boss even let me look 
outside our normal 200 mile radius for a car for you, and I 
couldn’t find one…and I looked as far as California.”  

“What am I doing wrong”’ I asked?  “Would it help if I 
picked another color?”  And then the infamous words came 

out of my mouth. “I was even thinking about 
yellow.”

“Yellow”, he said eagerly.  “What do 
you think of that convertible over there?” He 

motioned across the lot to a sparkling, speed 
yellow 911 with a black top.  Just the 

sight of the massive 
rear tires and the 

hefty dual exhausts 
left me a little weak 
in the knees.  This 
was THE Porsche, 
the big daddy, the 

911 cabriolet.  “Nice”, 
I stammered, “but I 

think it’s a little out of my price range”.  
“Not so”, the smiling salesman said.  “The black Cayman 

you want, that we can order and will be here in July or August, 
or that  ’03 911, same price…and you can drive away today.”

Did you hear the loud “clunk”?  You know what I mean, 
the sound that sort of signals the game is just about over.  
“Take it out for a test drive”, he said.  “It’s been on the lot 
too long and the Boss wants to move it.  He’s giving you a 
great deal.”

Time had been ticking away and I was about to be late 
for my meeting appointment.  “There’s no way I can drive it 
now.  Let me think it over and I’ll get back to you…no later 
than Monday, OK” I asked?

“Don’t wait to drive it until Monday”, the salesman said.  
“I’ve got a lot going on right now, so it will just have 

to wait until then”.  What was going on was the fact that I 

New member spotlight

Buying the Cayman
Story and picture  By Tom Ludlow
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New to RMR-PCA?
Page 33 describes the various types of activities 
our club members regularly enjoy. Come to our 

next event and get involved!

Tours, Rallies, Autocrosses,
Driver Education Events,
Club Races, Car Shows, 
Socials and Gatherings,

Charity Support and more!

hadn’t exactly, fully discussed this with my wife.  Of course I 
had made some general noises about beautiful Porsches, but 
nothing quite as specific as, “I’m about to buy one today”.  
I had some work to do.  It was the Thursday before Good 
Friday and Easter weekend and I felt confident that I could 
find just the right sympathetic moment to let her in on my 
little plan.  

The business meeting went smoothly, but I was struggling 
to keep my mind on the matters at hand and not on the 911 
and the conversation that needed to take place with my wife.  
As I drove away toward the office my cell phone rang.  It was 
the smiling salesman from the dealership.  “Great news”, he 
said.  “The Boss wants you to drive the car over the weekend.”

“That’s nice, but I don’t have time to come over and 
pick up the car, and I won’t until Monday”, I said, hedging 
for time to lay the appropriate ground work and have “the 
conversation”.

“No problem”’ he replied.  “They’re washing it right now 
and it will be waiting for you in your driveway when you get 
home tonight.”

“Hold on”, I said.  “You don’t even know where I live 
and…”

“Sure we do.  You live just around the corner from the 
Boss.”

“When I worked in the cable TV business we used to call 
this the “Puppy Dog Sale.  Let’em try it and they’ll keep it”, 
I said.

“That’s what we call it too.  We know you’re buying a 
car, we’re just figuring out which one.  The key will be on the 
front, left tire.  Have fun”, and he hung up.

You know the rest of the story.  Next time you see a speed 
yellow 996 cabriolet with a spoiler, wave…it’ll probably be 
me. 

Tom Ludlow joined RMR in November 2014 and has 
already been to several functions.

He’s a semi-retired Real Estate specialist living in Parker. He 
worked in New York in advertising, marketing and publishing 
and spent the last few years before retiring in Cincinnati and 
moved back to Colorado in 2009.

Photo courtesy of Tom Ludlow

Please welcome new member Michael Puldy!
Below is a photograph of his 2002 Porsche 911 C2, 6-speed 

manual, shot on December 24 in Northeast Boulder near Niwot.
Posing is Adrienne Hahn, and that day was her first day 

to ever drive a Porsche!  The foothills of Boulder are in the 
background…and in case you’re interested, the dog in the photo 
is Boomer, their Yorkshire terrier. 

New member spotlight
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Admit it, many times you asked yourself, 
“What’s it worth?”  Or, “If I do this to my 
car will I throw my money away?”  On 
November 8th, about twenty of us started 
on a quest to find the objective answer 
to those subjective questions!

Long story short, in June at the 
symposium held before the Colorado 
Concours d’Elegance and Exotic 
Sports Car Show (known as the 
car show at Arapahoe Community 
College), I met Steve Bell of Classic 
Investments, who agreed to host a 
tour of his shop where we would 
discuss restoring, freshening, 
etc., our collectible cars.

We didn’t establish 
a set agenda, hoping 
it would be a back-
and-forth exchange 
of perspectives.  
Thanks to Steve 
and his ace 
Roy, that’s what we 
got, along with some 
wonderful eye candy while 
discussing the age old question: 
what is ROI when it comes to car 
collecting?

Erin at Sports Car Market was fantastic!  I asked, and she 

Features

Quantifying the subjective
The Breakfast Club visits Classic Investments

Story by  Tom Radow    Photos by Mike Drury

delivered two issues of Sports Car Market Magazine 
and a current pocket price guide for each of our 

participants. 
I could write more.  In 

fact I did—a few times, 
before I decided 

to toss the 
v e r b i a g e 

and instead 
add pictures.  

Mike Drury was 
kind enough to 

share the pictures 
he took. If a picture 

is worth a thousand 
words, how many words 

did Mike’s pictures add to 
the article? 

As a CPA/Tax Attorney, in this trip I blended 
my hobby of cars with my profession of numbers.  

Now if I could only find a way to bring more of the 
hobby into the profession instead of vice versa. 

All left with more questions than answers.  Hence, the 
trip was a success, and we will have to explore more shops 
and study more old exotics!  Thanks to all who attended. I 
look forward to setting up another trip like this, and urge 
everyone to bring along someone new to the car scene.  If 
seeing Porsches, Maseratis, Jaguars, Ferraris, etc. in different 
states of restoration doesn’t get them into the hobby, I don’t 
know what will! 
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R Kevin Brown Pine CO 
2002 911 Turbo

Kathy & Joe Brack Boulder CO 
1969 912 Targa

Mike Pilch Greenwood Village CO 
2014 Cayenne Turbo

Owen Ballou Castle Rock CO 
2010 Panamera 4S

Alliso & Jay Commuso Westminster CO
1978 911 SC

Denise Grimm Centennial CO 
2003 Boxster

Rupert Berrington Aurora CO 
1988 924S

David Ashton Boulder CO
2010 911 Carrera

Jason Dunckley Boulder CO 
2001 Boxster S

Ronald Byers Longmont CO 
2014 Cayman S

Richard Dinkins Littleton CO 
2015 911 Carrera 4S

Mark Paluck evergreen CO 
1987 911 Carrera

Wade Middleton Castle Rock CO 
2006 Cayenne S

Pete Cifaloglio Fort Collins CO 
2000 911 Carrera

Ramin Aghevli Highlands Ranch CO
2012 911 Carrera S Cabriolet

Richard Rodd Grand Junction CO
1982 911 SC

Brian Sulley Denver CO 
2006 Boxster

Richard Gordon Denver CO 
2015 Cayman

Bob Brungardt Elizabeth CO 
2006 Cayman S

Jason Savela Boulder CO 
2002 911 Turbo

     Members’ corral  
Alan Jones, Membership Chair

Welcome our newest members!

25-26 April, 2015
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Saturday, April 4th 2015
10am – 2pm
Social: 10:00am
Brunch: 11:00am

Features

2015 RMR Event Chair Training
February 21, 2015, AnyThink Library, 9417 Huron St, Denver CO, 80260, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Story by  Tom Radow    Photos by Amanda Yuill and Mike Pappas
If you have ever thought about chairing a DE, AutoX, or 

other event for RMR-PCA, if you’ve agreed to chair an event in 
2015, or if you just want to see what goes on behind the scenes 
for one of the club events, this is for you!

Chairing an event is a wonderful way to give back to the 
club, meet new people and apply your flair to an event.

We will review the 2015 schedule and chairs (September 
DE, 9/12&13, is still open if you want to chair a DE), review 

the resources available to you as a chair, look at changes for 
the New Year, overview a bunch of documents designed to help 
you, cover the budgeting requirements, review the new fees and 
rewards structure, see how to advertise your event, and answer 
any and all questions.

Light refreshments will be provided.
Please register at motorsportreg.com if attending; this helps 

in planning refreshments and allows for a post-event survey.
For any questions or requests, please email Joe Warren, 

RMR-PCA Second VP, at warrenjoee@hotmail.com. 

y, p
10am – 2pm
Social: 10:00am
Brrununchch:: 1111:0:00am

Broadmoor “Cheyenne Lodge”
4199 S. Club Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

  
Join us as we celebrate this wonderful milestone in our 

club’s history!
Almost forty years ago a small group of enthusiasts 

from the Rocky Mountain Region met with car nuts from 
Colorado Springs for a “Mini-Parade”. This was the kickoff 
event to help start a new region. Spearheaded by Fred Veitch 
and Chick Misura, Alpine Mountain Region was organized 
and then chartered in 1975.

The charter was presented by Hank Malter, treasurer of 
PCA, at the Zone 9 mini parade, formally starting up Alpine 
Mountain Region. 

We are offering a very special limited edition 40th 
Anniversary Polo Shirt that you will be able to purchase 

when you register for this event.
If you have memorabilia that you would like to put on 

display at this event, please contact Kathleen Lennon so that 
we make sure that we have ample space for your items.

 
Look forward to seeing you there!
Kathleen Lennon      kklennon@comast.net

SSSaSatuttu ddddddrdddrdayayayyyyyyyayay,,, AAAAAAAAAAAAApApApApApApApApApAAp iiiiiiririllllllll 44444t4thhhhh 2022020202020151511515151515or r “C“C“C“CCCC“C“C“CChehhhhhhhhhhhhhehehehhehehehheheyyyyeyeyeyeyennnnee LLLLLoLLLodddddgdg ””””e”e hhhhwhhhwhenen yyouou rregegiiiisisteeeeteteteterrrrrrrrr r fffffffffffofofoffffofoffofofoforr hhthththiiiisis eeveve tntnt.wwww

Alpine Mountain Region’s 40th Anniversary Celebration Brunch



?

1. Since when has Matthias Müller been the CEO of Porsche?

2. Who holds the TT3 record at HPR?

3. Who Chaired the PCA Parade in Aspen in 1978?

4. What is the color of the PCA 60th Anniversary car?

5. How many 60th Anniversary Club Coupes will be made?

On every fi rst Saturday of each month 
(rain or shine), a glorious gathering of 
cars puts on an impromptu show dubbed 
“Cars & Coffee” in Boulder/Lafayette in 
the parking lot at 95th and Arapahoe.  
   Porsches, Ferraris, Cobras, Bentleys 
and Lamborghinis have all been known to 
show up as well as more American Muscle 
Cars than you can shake a stick(shift) at!  
   It’s a great time, very casual, and lots of 
fun.  The show starts at 8:00 a.m., so grab 
a cup of java, a bagel, and a camera and 
come check out the biggest little car show 
in Colorado! 

Take the RMR Trivia Challenge!  Answers are posted at the bottom of the  
“Rearview Mirror”  in the very back of this issue.  No peeking!
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60th Annual PCA Porsche Parade
PCA celebrates 60th Anniversary in style

The Porsche Club of America 
cordially invites you to attend our 60th 
Annual Porsche Parade Celebration in 
French Lick Indiana from June 21-
27, 2015.   Our 60th Parade coincides 
with the Club’s 60th Anniversary 
Celebration, and we’re planning a 
series of special events at French Lick 
that will pay tribute to the cars and 
people who have made us the greatest 
single marque sports car club in the 
world.  The 60th Parade will rightfully 
pay homage to the members and events 
of our past, but will also celebrate the 
Club’s newest enthusiasts who will 
shape our future. 

Parade Registration will open to 
PCA members on Tuesday, March 17, 
2015 at 12 Noon EDT.  The best place 
to read about Parade activities is http://
parade2015.pca.org/

For the first time in recent 
memory, we have not one, but TWO 
resort properties awaiting your visit, 
both listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. The 3,000 acre 
compound also features three golf 
courses and a world class spa at each 
facility.

The French Lick Springs Hotel, 
established in 1832 and the larger of 
the two resorts, will be host to many of 
our familiar Parade activities. This city 
and the resort were named for an early 
French fur trading outpost and nearby 
salt lick. They recently completed 
a 600 million dollar restoration, 
bringing many comfortable present 
day amenities to surroundings that 
are authentic to the mid-19th century 
when the current facility was built. 
It is perhaps most known for their 
medicinal springs – “Pluto Mineral 
Water”. The actual spring is still part 
of their landscape, and the Gardens 
nearby will host our Welcome Party 
as well as various activities throughout 
the week.

Known as the 8th wonder of 
the world, and just down the street, 
you’ll find the West Baden Springs 
Hotel. This resort is home to the most 
breathtaking feature of our combined 
facilities this year; a free-span dome, the 
largest in the world until the Houston 
Astrodome was built in the 1960’s. An 
architectural marvel, this breathtaking 
Atrium will host our Concours and 
Victory banquets. 

Features
Our Concours will be held a few 

steps through the covered bridge 
from the north end of the French 
Lick property. Rallies will depart 
from the grounds of the West Baden, 
and banquets will be held on both 
properties. The Parade 60th year 
museum, Hospitality, Goodie Store, 
seminars and many meetings will be at 
French Lick. Both resorts have lots of 
parking and car wash stations.

For those of you who are new to 
Parade, you need to register for Parade 
on the PCA or Parade website before 
getting access to the codes necessary 
to hold your room. Therefore, we 
recommend browsing all necessary 
information prior to opening day so 
you’re ready to go. You’ll need to know 
what events you want to enter, as well 
as which hotel is your preference. The 
registration guide will be on the Parade 
website by March 1st. 

We will have our full complement 
of competitive events: Concours, TSD 
Rally, Autocross (at the nearby French 
Lick airport), and Tech Quiz.  Add to 
that the Tours, Gimmick Rally, Golf 
Tournament, Art Show, Michelin 
Drive and Compare, Kids’ events, Tech 
Academy, cooking school, 5K run/
walk, Parade of Porsches and more – 
you’ll be kept busy!

Don’t miss it!
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It’s back again - the track event offered just for women!!!  The date is 
expected to be late May or early June.  Watch for details in next month’s issue 
of HighGear.  If you participated last year, you know what fun is in store for 

you.  And if you missed it, you’re in luck!  Whether it’s your first time on a 
track or you are a seasoned track enthusiast, we promise a day filled with fun 

in a well controlled environment that allows you to 
enjoy your inner “Danica Patrick”!

February... May or June!F bF b M J !M J !

Hey Ladies!
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In the spirit of Robert Pirsig, it’s about Quality.
To improve the quality of the experience at our DE events 

at High Plains Raceway (“HPR”), RMR has made some big 
changes for 2015 in relation to attendance and registration.

Historically, our early season DEs at HPR in April and 
June are heavily attended, as people eagerly await the coming 
of Spring, purchase or modify their cars over the Winter, or 
recently join.  We have handled this by adding an additional 
driving group (Yellow/Beginner), for a total of five run 
groups.  This has allowed us to accommodate even more 
drivers in a single day.

However, this diminishes the quality of the experience 
in different ways.  With five run groups, all drivers have less 
seat time.  Also, providing instructors for all the Novice and 
Beginner drivers in the Green and Yellow groups strains our 
instructor corps to its limits.  Even with a large turnout of 
instructors, they often have more than one student driver 
each.  This leaves less time for instructors to spend with their 
students, which is contrary to our goal.  It also runs the risk 
of instructor burnout.

To address this problem, attendance at RMR DEs at HPR 
will be limited to a total of 135 drivers per day, including up 
to 30 Novice and Beginner drivers depending on the number 
of Instructors registered.  This will allow us to have four run 
groups, which will maximize drivers’ seat time.  The Black, 

Orange and Blue groups will accommodate 35 drivers each, 
which is the maximum given the length of the track.  On the 
other hand, the Green group for Novices and Beginners will 
be limited to 30 drivers, which is a little lower density.

Your priority in registering for an event will depend 
on the date and time you register.  Where an event fills up, 
further priority will be given to PCA members.

To implement this, everyone registering on 
MotorsportReg.com will be wait listed, subject to 
confirmation based on our limits and priorities.  The Event 
Chief Driving Instructor will confirm registrations as soon 
as possible.

       REGISTER EARLY
This means you should register early if you want to 

attend.  As before, registration will open on MotorsportReg.
com about 60 days before an event and will close the Monday 
five days before an event.

Importantly, however, billing will be deferred.  
Specifically, credit cards will not be charged until the 
Tuesday four days before an event.  These changes create a 
real incentive to register early.

We have one of the best DE programs in the country, 
but these changes should further improve the quality of the 
experience for everyone at our DEs at HPR.  We’ll see you 
out at the track. 

In case you missed it...

BIG CHANGES IN RMR DE’S IN 2015
OR ZEN AND THE ART OF HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING

by Cecil Morris, Lead Chief Driving Instructor

Art Van Dyck is the Toyo Rookie Tire Winner this year!! 
That’s great because there was only one Rookie Tire Winner, 
among all the other Regions (125?) in the country. 

Toyo will also be giving medals to the Instructor 
candidates and other Rookie candidates.

Chris Camut will also be getting a medal since he was 
the Instructor candidate for RMR. Intermountain Region’s 
Mike Clark was the Zone winner of the tires.

Art recieved his medal from RMR President, Jim Widrig 
at the first membership meeting of the year held at 3R Racing. 
A Great crowd of members were surrounded by restoration 
projects and Race prepped cars worthy of concours display. 
Beer, Wine and catered dinner provided by 3R. 

Photos  by Mike Pappas. Left to right; Jim Widrig, Art 
Van Dyck, Danyella and Robert Prilika, Karen Harrison, 
Lisa Bryan. 
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74 entrants with 61 cars showed up to 
test their skills on the ice. A few simple 
turns created an autocross like no other. 
Porsches, like the Macan right there, 
slipped across the snow covered ice with 
various other makes. Ferreri, Bently, Lotus, 
Mazda, BMW... the Audi Quatro with 1/4 
-inch screws in the tires set the pace! Hot 
cocoa and breakfast treats were 
supplied by sponsors as well as 
prizes for excellence in 
delicate driving.
 
Sponsors of the event:
Rennstall
Winding Road Adventures
Prestige Imports
Ferrari of Denver

Porsche 2wd non studded
1- Paul Cormier 2010 Caymen S - 1.33
2- Phillip OBrien 944 - 1.42
3- David Pearce 1977 911 - 1.45

Porsche 4wd non studded
1- Chris Lennon 2012 Cayenne - 1.28
2- James Long 2004 Cayenne - 1.35
3- Keith Wood 2013 Panamera - 1.40

Non Porsche 2wd non studded
1- Ed Swinford 2000 VW Beetle - 1.28
2- John Dollison 1999 Mazda Miata - 1.30
3- Chris Cervilli 1997 BMW - 1.33

Non Porsche 4wd non studded
1- Rob Shilling Toyota Matrix - .59
2- Doug Alrick 2015 Mazda CX5 - 1.00
3- Ben Porter  2005 Subaru Legacy - 1.10

Studded 
1- Gabe Schwartz 1990 Audi Quatro - 0.47
2- Kelly Hessey 1990 Audi Quatro - 0.55
3- Donna Helberg Land Rover - 1.01

Prizes included wine cork snowmen, ice 
scrapers, windshield de-icer, ice cleats, 
snow shovel, Porsche crest decals.

Photography by Mike Pappas
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Your beloved Rocky 
Mountain Region Porsche 
Club of America has its own 
merchandise store! There 
are many items elegantly 
branded with the RMR-PCA 
logo and of top quality and 
modern design. Simply go 
to www.pcawebstore.com/
ROCKY MOUNTAIN and shop 
to your heart’s content. Show 
off your RMR membership 
with pride!

RMR 
merchandise 

at the PCA 
web store!
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     In the zone  
Liz Shaw, PCA Zone 9 Representative   

ello Zone 9ers,
The PCA Club Race series results 
are in, and there were several Zone 9 
members who had podium fi nishes: Paul 
Gutowski, GT3, 3rd place; Andy Wilzoch, 

GTA2, 1st place; Alan Benjamin, GTC1, 1st place; 
Andre Nieuwenhuizen, GTC2, 2nd place; and Joe 
Bank, GTC5, 1st place. Congratulations, all! 
And we have another winner from Zone 9: Raleigh 
Fehr from Intermountain Region won one of the 
Germany trips that was raffl ed off last fall. 
Now that we’re into the second month of the year, I 
hope everyone is getting their PCA event calendars 
together. I know that many of the Zone 9 Regions 
have lots of events planned for this year. Here are a 
few highlights:

AMR’s 40th anniversary party in April. 
Get details for this and other events at
http://amrporsche.com 
OktoberFiesta, tours, socials, etc. 
http://carreraregionpca.org 

Driver education, Club Race, 
autocrosses, tours, rallies, socials, etc.
www.irpca.org 

Fiesta New Mexico (www.
fi estanewmexico.com), autocrosses, 
tours, socials, tech sessions.
www.roadrunner-region-pca.org 
Autocrosses, driver education, tours, 
Club Race, socials, tech sessions, etc.
http://rmr.pca.org 

Region’s 35th anniversary party, 
autocrosses, tours, socials, etc.
http://wtx.pca.org 

Llano Estacado Region hosts its monthly breakfasts 
in Amarillo, TX. Meet them on the fi rst Saturday of 
each month at Furr’s Cafeteria, 8:30am CST.

Nationally, Parade 2015 in French Lick, Indiana in 
June. //parade2015.pca.org

“Escape to Rushmore” in late September–early 
October. Check www.pca.org for updates.
Rennsport Reunion V—Laguna Seca, CA, October 
9-11, 2015.
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/porsche-rennsport-
reunion-v 
Hope to see you at 
a Porsche event soon!

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

H
on!
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Warm days, cool nights and a hot track means a springtime driving event (HPDE) in the short-grass prairie 
country that is La Junta. Join us for AMR’s 40th consecutive year at The Junction.

Last Spring’s La Junta DE was a great success and this year we’re planning on bringing you all of the elements 
that have made it a favorite destination of years past.

If you’ve been thinking of honing your driving skills, getting to know your car a little better or you just 
want to take the next step and see what an AMR sponsored HPDE is really all about, La Junta is the ideal venue.

Whether you’re a novice or a little more serious about your weekend drives, the seven corners and two 
straights of La Junta provides the right balance of technical challenge to satisfy all skill levels. So plan on 
grabbing a helmet and maybe a friend (or your Mom) and join us for ground school on Friday May 8th.

Yes we’re planning on dinner Saturday night at the Mexico City Café (we buy the dinner and you buy the 
beer and margaritas) and yes, with your entry you will receive a one of kind, extra-cool looking long sleeve t-shirt 
that promises to be a future collector’s item. So mark your calendars and plan on welcoming Spring by joining 
your Porsche friends in La Junta.

2015 Spring Fever DE at La Junta
May 9th & 10th
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The Stoichiometric Point
By Pedro P. Bonilla (GCR PCA)

Tech talk

The stoichiometric point is a term commonly used to 
describe the ideal fuel/air ratio in a combustion engine. The 
stoichiometric air-fuel ratio for gasoline is 14.7 to 1 by weight.  
Theoretically, at this ratio all of the fuel will be burned using 
all of the oxygen in the air.  Unfortunately, our gasoline engines 
don’t run at this point all of the time.   When we drive, the 
fuel/air mixture varies from the ideal quite a bit.  Sometimes 
the mixture can be rich (air-to-fuel ratio lower than 14.7) and 
sometimes it can be lean (air-to-fuel ratio higher than 14.7).

So, how can we tell when the engine is at its ideal 
stochiometric point, and better yet, how can we try to keep 
it there?

In 1976 Bosch introduced 
what would eventually become 
one of THE most important 
technologies for reducing 
exhaust emissions: the Oxygen 
Sensor.  Twenty years later 
(1996) Bosch had produced 
over 100 million of them.

Today, Bosch O2 sensors, 
are OEM (Original Equipment 
Manufacturer) on a wide 
variety of domestic, Asian 
and European cars, including 
Porsche.

Ten years before the first Bosch O2 sensor, Porsche performed 
the first emissions test on a 911 (2-liter, 130 HP/6100 rpm).  
The results are on the following table, compared with the same 
test performed on a 2004 911S (3.8-liter, 355 HP/6600 rpm).

As you can see, the reduction in emissions is to the order of 
95%!  Porsche has come a long way.

This drastic reduction in emissions was not obtained 
exclusively by the use of oxygen sensors, but also by the 
addition of the catalytic converters and an ever-developing 
engine management system geared towards less emissions while 
increasing performance. 

What is s a catalytic converter and how does it work?
In chemistry, a catalyst is a substance that causes or 

accelerates a chemical reaction without itself being affected.
Most cats (for short) consist of a ceramic structure coated 

with a metal catalyst, usually platinum, rhodium and/or 
palladium. The idea is to create a structure that exposes the 
maximum surface area of catalyst to the exhaust stream, while 

also minimizing the amount of catalyst required, since the 
materials are extremely expensive. Some of the newest converters 
have even started to use gold mixed with the more traditional 
catalysts. Gold is cheaper than the other materials and could 
increase oxidation which makes for a more efficient cat.

There are three types of catalytic converters: 2-way, 3-way 
and 3-way + air.

The first catalytic converter – the 2-way converter -- was 
used on U.S. cars between 1975 and 1980. These cats oxidized 
unburned hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide into water and 
carbon dioxide.

The three-way converter, 
in addition to performing 
the same as its predecessor, 
reduces nitrous oxides into 
nitrogen and oxygen.

The 3-way + air converter 
performs the same function 
as the 3-way converter, but 
also injects air between the 
two internal catalysts which 
improves the oxidation of the 
converter and thus reduces 
emissions even better.

Most modern cars, 
including Porsches, are 

equipped with 3-way catalytic converters. This refers to the 
three regulated emissions it helps to reduce.

The reduction catalyst is the first stage of the catalytic 
converter. It uses platinum and rhodium (precious and rare 
metals – hence the high cost of the cats) to help reduce the 
NOx (NO or N O2) emissions. When an NO or NO2 molecule 
contacts the catalyst, the catalyst rips the nitrogen atom out of 
the molecule and holds on to it, freeing the oxygen in the form 
of O2. The nitrogen atoms bond with other nitrogen atoms that 
are also stuck to the catalyst, forming N2. For example:

2NO => N2 + O2 or 2N O2 => N2 + 2 O2
2NO => N2 + O2 or 2N O2 => N2 + 2 O2
The VarioCam Plus is a system that combines variable 

valve timing with a 2-stage lift on the inlet side.  Essentially 
VarioCam Plus creates two engines out of one, switching 
seamlessly between them in response to the driver’s inputs.  The 
VarioCam Plus improves responsiveness when starting from 
cold by raising the amount of cam lift and retarding timing 
helping to minimize fuel consumption and emissions.  

Porsche and other car manufacturers are constantly striving 



to perfect, not only the cats, but the complete engine 
management system to obtain greater reduction in emissions 
and better efficiency and thus power from their engines.

The oxidation catalyst 
is the second stage of the 
catalytic converter. It 
reduces the unburned 
hydrocarbons and 
carbon monoxide by 
burning (oxidizing) them 
over a platinum and palladium catalyst. 
This catalyst aids the reaction of the CO and 
hydrocarbons with the remaining oxygen in 
the exhaust gas. For example:

2CO + O2 => 2C O2
The third stage of conversion is a control system that 

monitors the exhaust stream, and uses this information 
to control the fuel injection system.   An oxygen sensor is 
mounted upstream of the catalytic converter, meaning it is 
closer to the engine than the converter. This sensor tells the 
engine computer (ECU) how much oxygen (O2) is in the 
exhaust. The ECU can then increase or decrease the amount 
of oxygen in the exhaust by adjusting the air-to-fuel ratio. 
This control scheme allows the ECU to make sure that the 
engine is running at close to the stoichiometric point, and 
also to make sure that there is enough oxygen in the exhaust 
to allow the oxidization catalyst to burn the unburned 
hydrocarbons and CO.

Porsche has pioneered the engine management systems 
and the development of the VarioCam and subsequently the 
VarioCam Plus has greatly aided in the targets of emission 
reductions, fuel efficiency and power.

To learn more about emissions, catalytic converters 
and engine management systems and more, please visit my 
website at:

www.PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche-ing,

© 2011 Technolab/PedrosGarage.com

com.

P d G

In case you missed it...
Photobomb! Celebrating volunteers at the Larimer Street 

Center with about half of the 175 volunteers that made 2014 
such a fabulous year to be an RMR Member! Picking up 
his “Enthusiast of the Year” trophy was Doug Bartlett. And 
receiving a special gift for her soon-to-be national efforts on 
behalf of Porsche Club Racing is Vicki Earnshaw. Bravo! 

Photo credits:
cars ‘n’ trophies by Phil O’Brien
Vicki, Doug and Jim by Rick Goncalves
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 I get around  
Danielle Badler, RMR/PCA Columnist

What Will Be Will Be
A short while ago, Jim Fusili, a music critic for The Wall 

Street Journal, mused in a column over the fact that Bing 
Crosby is largely forgotten today… save as the crooner of 
“White Christmas.”

Jim noted that, at his peak, Bing had 50 million listeners 
a week for his radio program.  Overall, he had 41 no. 1 
records — more than the Beatles or Elvis.  He “invented the 
concept of the pop singer, and elevated it to high art.”

Jim went on to wonder if the giants of the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
people like Bob Dylan, Stevie Wonder, the Stones, even the 
Beatles, will have staying power for future generations.

It got me to thinking about my first grandchild, Hugo, 
born on Aug. 23, 2014.  I was going to give him a gift, a 
deposit that he would not be able to use until he turned 17, 
or whenever he was able to get a driver’s license, and then 
only on a vehicle of choice.

Wow, would I have liked a gift like that.  I could see 
myself scouring road test data and car reviews for what the 
wonders of compound interest would enable me to acquire 
on my golden day.

And then I shelved the idea.  I thought about the fact that, 
17 years from now, chances are nobody will drive themselves.  
Certainly, if current trends continue, his generation will look 
at the concept of driving, especially driving for sport, as a 
quaint embodiment of a generation rapidly devolving into 
the sands of time.

Oh well, I thought the gift was a great idea.  But it 
came from me, from my perception of what will be.  And 
that’s almost surely not the reality of the world Hugo will 
grow into.

And what of the automotive icons of today?  What 
will Hugo think of the Porsche 919, the McLaren P1, the 
LaFerrari, the Bugatti Veyron?  Relegated to toys that rich 
guys store at private tracks, and take their self-driving 
conveyances out to visit and dust off on alternate weekends?

You know, I think so.  
But, if history is any guide, they’ll also be appreciated as 

perhaps the ultimate embodiment of an art and science that’s 
no longer relevant.

That’s the way it is.  Just look at what people today do 
with the automotive icons of the Beatles Invasion, their 
early 911s, their E-Types, their split-window Vettes, their 
Ferraris… any Ferrari from that era.  They dust them off 
on sunny summer days, and take them to car shows, after 
informing their insurance companies that their toys are going 
to move on asphalt.

And it’s ok.  Because the vehicles are already standing the 
greatest test of all, the test of time.  

Sure, future generations, who didn’t experience hearing 
Satisfaction or Yesterday or Like a Rolling Stone or Sunshine 
of My Life for the first time, who never saw a 904 or a 365 
GTB when it was brand new, will never understand what it 
was like, like those of us who did.  

But the purity, the genius, will last.  
And there’s so much archival material out there that 

anyone who’s curious will find a treasure trove.   Watch 
file footage of the Beatles on Ed Sullivan.  Or read Keith 
Richards’ autobiography.  Or screen one of the recent music 
documentaries, like “Muscle Shoals” or “20 Feet from 
Stardom.”  And then watch “Grand Prix” or “Le Mans” or 
even “Drive.”

It’s the same as watching “Casablanca,” viewing a Monet 
painting of water lillies, listening to a Brandenberg Concerto.

Of course, we can only imagine being in the audience for 
the first ever performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony… 
with Ludwig off to the side, deaf, unable to hear his genius.

The fact is that the best music lasts.  Just like a Gullwing, 
a 917, a Miura, a Bugatti Atlantic, a Mercer Raceabout.

Over time, the icons earn their place in the pantheon.  
Who remembers the contemporaries of Shakespeare, except 
maybe Marlowe?  Of course there were many, all lost 
to history.  

So, Jim, I wouldn’t worry about Bing Crosby’s place 
in the music continuum.  It’s time that will take care of 
that.  And there’s nothing we can do.  My grandson Hugo’s 
generation will shock and awe its parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations by coming up with its own icons, in shapes and 
forms that we, here, today, cannot imagine.  And that’s ok.

What will be will be.
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Porsche Sport Driving School
Story and photos by Ernest Nitka

was privileged last month to be able to attend the Porsche 
Sport Driving School down in Birmingham, Alabama.  
While many readers may have attended this and other 
performance driving schools, I thought it might be 
interesting for the rest of the club to hear about one 

person’s experience.
Enrollment was in a two-day course with several different 

aspects repeated each of the two days.  There certainly was 
improvement in everybody who attended.  I was very much 
impressed with how folks who’ve 
never had any driver education 
did.  Having a handful of driver 
education sessions under my 
belt did not necessarily put me 
head and shoulders above other 
members of the class.  It did, 
however, prepare me for what 
to expect in terms of taking 
instructions and improving on 
my technique each and every lap.

There were certainly plenty 
of vehicles to drive, including 
911, 911 S, Boxster GTS, 
Panamera Turbo, Macan and 
Cayenne.  Most vehicles were 
PDK, but those who wanted to 
drive a stick shift were given that 
opportunity.  About half the day was spent actually on the 
track, which is quite lovely.  The straightaways are not very 
long, but their length was more than made up for by the 
various technical curves connecting the straightaways.

The rest of the time was spent at various skill stations 
including autocross, skid pad, and heel-and-toe sessions.  
The group of fellows whom I was with were all great guys.  
We didn’t win any awards, but I think we all improved on 
both the skid pad and autocross times.  I was particularly 
interested in the skid pad.  This was the kiss of death, as I 
performed horribly the first day.  Skidrow the second day 
was a different story as I redeemed myself by starting to skid 
and correcting for it appropriately.  The autocross was great 
both for those that have done it and, as in my case, novices.  
This was especially true after the instructor told us that there 
was a puppy dog under each of the cones!

The Barber Motorsports Park where the school is based 
is an exceedingly pleasant facility with no stands on the 
grounds, as Mr. Barber wanted it left pristine.  Spectators 

on race day come picnic style and watch the race from the 
grassy hills above the track.  The instructors were all very 
knowledgeable, and you got to work with them all eventually 
after two days. The level of humor was spectacular, keeping 
us smiling all the time either with track events or with 
their jokes.

Each noon we were treated to a wonderful lunch break 
at the museum that’s part of the Barber Motorsports Park.  
I was reminded that carb loading was not part of the pre-

race ritual.  The evening of the 
first day we had a group dinner 
back at the resort known as 
Ross Bridge Resort.

At the end of the second 
day we were able to tour the 
museum, which holds Mr. Barber’s 
collection of motorcycles, the 
largest in the world.  He also has 
the largest collection of Lotus race 
cars in the world,which garnered 
my interest for most of the time 
at the museum.  I also learned 
that Mr. Barber has no connection 
with the Skip Barber that we know 
of from his race schools.  Instead 
Mr. Barber and his family were the 
largest dairy producers in the state 

of Alabama, and we all agreed to drink more milk to keep 
this project going.  

Several fun features included a hot lap with an instructor, 
which was very humbling. This came at the end of our two- 
day course and if we really thought we knew what we were 
doing, we were brought to reality by seeing how it’s really 
supposed to be done at full speed.  The other highlight was 
the exhilarating drive in the 911 Turbo S in Launch Mode.  
Going from 0 to 60 in a true 2.5 seconds and about 1.09g 
will certainly get your attention.  Somewhat lost in all this 
are the awesome brakes that kept us from going through the 
hedges at the end of the parking lot!

Other features included time in a Cayenne SUV going up 
and down some pretty challenging hills.  Before the exercise 
we were worried about hearing banjo music and becoming 
too friendly with the locals.  In the middle of the exercise 
we were more worried about how we are going to get down 
the hill without rolling.  Nothing was damaged, and it was 
a very interesting experience, especially for those of us who 
also enjoy offroading in the high country. 

The skid pad.
Below: Waiting game for autocross.
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September 24-27 of this year, we have an event planned 
unlike any in recent memory.  Is it a DE?  Sort of.  Is it a 
social event?  Sort of.  Is it the PCA event of 2015 you don’t 
want to miss?  Absolutely.

Let’s begin with the highlights.  How about spending four 
days in the mountains at perhaps the best time 
of year to be out there?  Does enjoying the 
clean mountain air, stunning vistas, 
deluxe accommodations, great 
food, great people, and some 
incredible Porsche fun sound 
good?  What if we threw in 
two days on a private race 
track of the rich and famous 
for those so inclined?  

Sound like a decent way 
to spend four days?  We begin 
on Thursday, September 24th 
when you drive up to beautiful 
Snowmass.  We are greeted by 
our hosts with a welcome reception 
at our base of operations, the gorgeous 
Crestwood in Snowmass.  That is followed 
by a bite of dinner, and our legendary 
ground school, covering the fundamentals 
of high performance driving, and specifics 
about Aspen Motorsports Park.  

Friday, those who want to experience the thrill of driving 
on an exclusive race track with the most beautiful backdrop 
of any track we visit will head to Aspen Motorsports Park 
(formerly known as Woody Creek Raceway).  There, they will 
enjoy tips (if desired) from our top notch cadre of instructors, 
and lap this amazing circuit.  The track is incredibly fun, 

keeping you busy all 
the way around, and 
if you haven’t been 
here, you will soon 
know why those who 
have rave about it for 
years afterward.  Friday 
evening you have on 
your own to explore 
Snowmass or Aspen

Saturday, we return 
to the track for our last 
day there, followed by 
a wonderful farewell 
banquet that night in 
Snowmass Village.

Sunday, enjoy the area at your leisure, followed by a drive 
home over stunning Independence Pass.

This weekend isn’t just for track junkies, however.  For 
everyone else, there is a huge variety of things to enjoy.  See 
how many times you can drive up and down Independence 

Pass, enjoy the shopping, spas, golf, fly fishing, hiking, 
mountain biking, rafting, horseback riding, and 

dining options in Snowmass and Aspen.  
Head up the road to the Glenwood Hot 

Springs.  The list goes on and on.
Did I mention that this 

event is deluxe all the way?  Our 
accommodations at The Crestwood 
have full kitchens, amazing views, 
fireplaces, balconies, are beautifully 
furnished and decorated, and well 
positioned in Snowmass Village.  

Swimming pool, hot tubs, and sauna 
are all at your disposal.  They’re 
so nice, you might not 
want to leave them.  We are 
offering one, two, and three 

bedroom accommodations (all 
with private baths), so you can 

choose from sharing the weekend 
with friends, or having a quiet place to yourself.

We expect this event to sell out very quickly, 
so plan on signing up when registration opens, or you might 
be disappointed.  

Note – if your car produces sound exceeding 55dB from 
more than 10ft away, it will not be permitted to run.  They 
have strict noise limits.  Space for trailers is also severely 
limited – if you need to trailer your car and aren’t one of the 
first to sign up, we may not be able to accommodate you, 
unfortunately.

Finally, any guesses why we call this “A Wild and Wooly 
Weekend”?  In October of 2010, workers building a reservoir 
dam to supply water to Snowmass Village discovered fossil 
bones of a young female mammoth.  Plus, we think this will 
be a mammoth event in the annals of PCA!

Costs & Registration:
Basic Registration ~ $400 per couple depending on room 

selection (incl. 3 nights condo lodging, welcome reception, 
goodies, etc.)

Two Days On Track = $300pp
Meal Package (two lunches, two dinners) = $120
Registration Opens: March 1, 2015 at 9am MT

Sponsored by Porsche of Colorado Springs

Save the date
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Classifi eds
Classifi ed ads are free to RMR/PCA members for items personally owned by the member. No commercial 

ads. Ads for non-members are $10 for each month (send payment to RMR Treasurer - Rick Seiferth, 7889 

Canvasback Cr. Littleton, CO 80125). Ads must be 75 words or less. Deadline for classifi ed ad submission 

is the 15th of the previous month. Member ads will run for two issues. Ads will also appear with an 

optional photo on the rmr.pca.org Web site. E-mail your ad to newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com.

porsches
2004 GT3 – Speed Yellow/Black. Guards 

LSD, welded coolant fi ttings, recent clutch, 

Sparco evo seats, Schroth harnesses (includes 

OEM sport seats), DAS roll bar, recent rotors/

pads/caliper service, excellent cosmetic and 

mechanical condition. A no-issues car for 

DE/street. $59,900 Contact: WyattaWeeks@

gmail.com 720-272-3974. (Jan)

Porsche wheels - Full set of 18” OEM 

turbo twists, silver, came stock on a 2001 

Boxster S, good condition, 7.5” Front & 9.0” 

Rear, fi t many late model Porsches, no tires, 

$800. Full set 21” Cayenne sport edition 

replicas, silver, 10” F & R, great condition, no 

tires, fi t Cayenne, Q7, & Toureg. Great looking 

wheels for the price, $700 (w/o TPMS). Jay, 

303-859-6779, jayk1@comcast.net. (Feb)

miscellaneous
WeatherTech - laser-measured, custom-

fi t fl oor liner for 2014 Boxster in tan. May fi t 

others, but I can’t say for sure. Used for about 

3 months. Sold the car, so I have these like-

new liners for sale. Check the WeatherTech 

website for all details. Great buy for $50. 

Contact Bill Anthes at BillAnthes@msn.com 

or 303-740-8164 for more information. (Jan) 

1973 914 Track Car - full roll cage, fuel 

cell, fi re extinguisher, track suspension, and 

well set up for the track, for $25,000.  Never 

raced.  Full specs available on request.  Also 

2-year-old car trailer (8.5’x20’) available.   

Contact jerry.albers@zirkel.us or mobile 970-

819-2589. (Feb)

Chatter Box - Instructor-Student Intercom, 

$70.00.   Includes HJC-50 Controller, 

2 headsets, 1 extension cord.   Older version 

Chatterbox unit. Batteries replaced last year. 

LED does not function; however, the system 

functions allowing full duplex operation 

between instructor and student.   romec4@

gmail.com, 303-638-6445.(Feb)

 1997 Boxster -  Only 70K miles, great 

condition inside and out.   Upgraded stereo, 

white gauges, clear rear tail light lenses, 

perfect leather seats, no leaks, runs great.   

Ideal for SPB build, or do a few things and 

make it an inexpensive road car.  First $8500 

takes it.Contact Chris Lennon at cjlennon@

comcast.net, 719-235-1074. (Feb)
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HighGear (ISSN1061-1746) is the offi cial magazine of the Rocky Mountain Region Porsche Club 
of America (RMR/ PCA) and is published monthly. Non-RMR subscriptions are $35.00 per year.

The opinions and views appearing in HighGear are those of the individual writers and do not 
necessarily refl ect the offi cial opinions of the RMR/PCA, PCA National, or this magazine as 
an offi cial RMR/PCA publication. Additionally, none of these organizations nor this publication 
assumes any responsibility for the accuracy of material provided by individual writers and 
contributors.

HighGear entire contents copyright © 2013 by Rocky Mountain Region Porsche Club of America, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Articles and photos are the copyright of their respective creators and are 
used with permission. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to PCA National Offi ce, 
P.O. Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045. Periodical paid in Lafayette, Co and additional offi ces. 
HighGear is produced at 1155 Ash St., Denver, CO, 80220. 

HighGear  is printed in Englewood, CO by

  Display advertising
The print version of the award-winning 
HighGear is mailed to 1,500 households and 
reaches nearly 2,500 members!  Please contact 
the RMR Newsletter Editor to explore promotional possibilities 
for your business or event in RMR’s magazine:  

newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com  •  719.210.7035

 Advertising rates (monthly)
Note: all annual contracts receive a 10% discount
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Size (W x H) Placement Color B&W

Full
(8.5” x 11”)

outside

back cover
$400 -

Full
(8.5” x 11”)

inside

front cover
$350 -

Full
(8.5” x 11”)

inside

back cover
$325 -

Full
(8.5” x 11”)

interior page
$300 $200

Half
(8” x 5”)

inside

back cover
$230 -

Half
(8” x 5”)

interior page
$200 $125

Quarter
(4” x 5”

or 8” x 2.5”)

interior page

$115 $70

Sixth
(2.5” x 5.5”)

interior page -
$50

Eighth
(4” x 2.5”)

interior page - $40
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Region coordinators
CAMA Representative
 Walt Fricke:  303.499.6540, walterfricke@msn.com
Charity/Good Works
 Luann Dodge:  charitycommittee@rmrporscheclub.com
Chief Driving Instructor
 Cecil Morris:  303-399-2482, cecilmorrisCDI@outlook.com
Control Chief
 George Strimbu:  303.736.9114, strimbug@gmail.com
Equipment
 Keith Hall:  303.940.7958, keith_hal@msn.com
Goodie Store Chair
 Mike Hebert:  360-202-5830, superdont@comcast.net 
Historian
 Amy Legg-Rogers:  970.686.0538, a1queen@frii.com
Insurance
 Troy Nakatani:  720.402.1080, troy_n@yahoo.com
Programs/Socials
 Erik Behrendsen:  303.840.7361, ebehrendsen@comcast.net
Registration
 Nancy Warren:  303.604.1289, nanru@hotmail.com
Safety
 Scott Henderson:  303.521.9007, sshjd@aol.com
Tech Inspection
 Hank Padilla:  303.470.1850, hank@hanksvillehotrods.com
Timing
 Joe Warren:  303.604.1289, warrenjoee@comcast.net
Webmaster
 Scott Rogers:  970.686.0538, scottr@wirestone.com
Zone 9 Representative
 Liz Shaw:  505-231-7003, lizshawsf@msn.com

Technical resources
356 Jim Kellogg:  303.840.2356, twingril62@aol.com

911 Dave Stribling:  303.238.8101, davestribling@prestigeimports.net

912 Rob Heath:  303.995.1147, robheath912@gmail.com

914 Dale Tuety:  303.670.1279, d2t@aol.com

924
 Dan Semborski:  303.420.2708,  dansemborski@yahoo.com

928
 Volunteer to be the RMR 928 specialist and help others!
944 Richard Winnick:  303.429.5213, rewinnick@cs.com

968 Zach Schroeder:  970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com

Boxster/Cayman
 Doug Bartlett:  970.214.7279, doug.bartlett@comcast.net

Cayenne Steve Schroeder: 970.229.0990, info@poudresportscar.com

GT2, GT3, Cup Cars
 Chris Cervelli:  303.809.6173, chriscervelli@msn.com RM
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President
Jim Widrig

president@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.655.7495

C: 720.883.6071

Vice President
John Mackin 

1stvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.665.9579

C: 303.641.6479

Second
Vice President
Joe Warren

2ndvicepresident@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.604.1289

C: 303.902.3045

Treasurer
Rick Seiferth

treasurer@rmrporscheclub.com

W: 720.472.9032

Secretary
Mike Pappas

secretary@rmrporscheclub.com

C: 303-988-0976

Membership Chair
Alan Jones

membership@rmrporscheclub.com

H: 303.947.1202

Newsletter Editor
Phil O’Brien

newsletter@rmrporscheclub.com

C: 719.210.7035

Past President
Rick Gonçalves

pastpresident@rmrporscheclub.com 

H: 303.697.1960

Monthly board meetings are always open to club members. See the list 

of upcoming events for schedule. You may contact the entire board at 

board@rmrporscheclub.com. To volunteer to be an RMR Board mem-

ber, submit your intent by September so the Nomination Committee 

can add you to the  ballot in October for club voting in November. 

Most positions are two-year terms.
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Whether your tastes are social, technical, or competitive, RMR has something for you! You can have fun in your Porsche by particip 
ating in driver education and time trials at area tracks, autocrosses, rallies, tours, tech sessions, car shows and more. 

DRIVING EVENTS

NON-DRIVING EVENTS

Tour

A tour is a non-competitive driving event in which 
participants follow a given route to a destination 
(which may or may not be known in advance). A 
tour may vary in length from a day trip to a long 
weekend with an overnight stay or two. Tours 
usually follow scenic routes (which are plentiful 
in Colorado) and/or visit interesting or obscure 
destinations. Tours are sometimes combined with 
rallies to add variety and a dose of competition to 
the event.

RMR hosts at least one tour each year; AMR 
typically offers several. A number of tours are 
usually offered at Porsche Parade as well.

Rally
A rally is a competitive event in which 

contestants attempt to follow a course specifi ed 
by a set of instructions. Rallies are typically run on 
public, paved roads, and speed limits are always 
observed. The two major types of rallies are the 
Time-Speed-Distance (TSD) rally and the Gimmick 
rally. In a TSD rally, participants attempt to follow 
the instructions precisely, maintaining the correct 
speed, as points are deducted for arriving at 
checkpoints (the locations of which are not known 
in advance) early or late. A Gimmick rally is typically 
a bit less rigid and usually involves solving puzzles 
of some type.

Between RMR and AMR, a handful of rallies—
at least one of each type—are offered. Porsche 

Parade also hosts a TSD rally, and sometimes a 
Gimmick rally, each year.

Autocross (AX)

An autocross is a competition in which drivers 
navigate their cars through a course defi ned 
by orange cones, usually in a large parking lot. 
Top speeds are generally moderate, topping out 
around 40-65 MPH (no higher than second gear 
for many cars). Competing cars are spaced at long 
intervals — typically only two or three cars are on 
the course at the same time. Autocross is a safe 
way to experience high-performance driving while 
learning to drive your car at its limit.

Together, RMR and AMR host several autocross 
events each year, including Eiskhana (essentially 
an autocross on the ice!) in the winter and an AX 
school in the spring. Additionally, autocross is a 
major event at Porsche Parade.

Driver Education (DE)
A driver education event provides a safe, 

controlled environment for high-performance 
driving instruction. DE offers drivers of all skill levels 
the opportunity to hone their driving skills, with the 
help of an experienced instructor, in a controlled, 
closed-course environment. In keeping with PCA 
philosophy, the primary emphasis at all times is 
on safety. A word of warning, though: the DE 
experience may be habit-forming!

As DE events are not racing, nor preparation for 
racing, lap times are not recorded. However, some 

Membership Social
Membership socials provide an opportunity 

to reconnect with old friends and meet new 
members. Historically, a membership meeting 
begins with a social hour with a cash bar, followed 
by the evening’s program. The content of the 
program varies, sometimes featuring a “slide 
show” from a recent event, or a guest speaker 
such as accomplished Speed World Challenge 
racer Randy Pobst.

Membership socials, unless otherwise stated, 
are held the fi rst Thursday of the month. Different 
venues and topics will keep the meetings fresh and 
inviting. Watch HighGear and the RMR Web site for 
details. If you have any ideas for a program, talk to 

the Committee Chair or a Board member!

Tech Session
A tech session is just what it sounds like–a 

session in which a technical topic is discussed. Not 
just for gearheads, a tech session may demonstrate 
practical, “do-it-yourself” procedures such as brake 
bleeding. Tech sessions are usually presented by 
experienced Porsche technicians, many of whom 
are sponsors of RMR events and High Gear.

RMR hosts a few tech sessions each year, 
typically in the “off months” when few driving 
events take place. In addition, numerous 
tech sessions are offered at Porsche Parade.
Concours d’Elegance

What we do

DE events are followed immediately by a time trial 
event, which gives drivers a chance to quantify 
their performance. Lap times may then be used 
to measure personal improvement or for bragging 
rights amongst your peers, etc.

RMR hosts six DE’s each year at High Plains 
Raceway, with AMR hosting several more at the 
La Junta, Pueblo and (possibly in the future) Pike’s 
Peak International Raceway tracks.

Club Race
A club race is a wheel-to-wheel racing event. 

A race weekend consists of a number of practice 
sessions and “heats” (race sessions), often 
involving both “sprint” and “endurance” races. 

Since a Club Racing license (issued by PCA 
National) is required for competition, club racers are 
serious and experienced drivers. The cars they bring 
with them to the track can be quite impressive! As 
a point of interest, the PCA Club Racing program 
was inaugurated with the RMR-hosted “First Ever 
Anywhere” club race at Second Creek in 1992.

Because of the logistics involved in an event 
of this magnitude, a club race requires a legion of 
volunteers. However, it is also one of most exciting 
events to participate in, so be sure to sign up!

RMR hosts one club race each autumn at High 
Plains Raceway which, when combined with a 
Driver Education event, adds up to one thrilling 
weekend!

A concours is essentially a car show, in which 
contestants endeavor to present their cars in 
as close to “perfect” condition as possible. A 
number of judged categories usually exist, typically 
differentiating between types of cars (e.g. 356, 
Boxster) and level of preparation (“daily driver” or 
“full preparation” or somewhere in between). Cars 
sometimes may be entered as “display only,” for 
owners who wish to participate but not compete.

 RMR participates in a handful of local 
concours events each year, including the annual 
Exotic Sports Car Show and Concours d’Elegance, 
benefi ting United Cerebral Palsy Colorado. The 
annual Porsche Parade also hosts a major concours 
each year.



34 Trivia:

Amy Legg-Rogers, Historian

       1.  2010;  2. Scott Dunn 8/29/2014, 2007 Porsche 911 GT3 2:02.915;  3. Norm Martin;  4. 
Club Blau; 5. 60.

In the rearview mirror

The 9th Annual Icekhana was 
held on February 15, 1975.  The 
event became “A Nice Rally” when 
the necessary ice failed to materialize 
on Crystal Lake.  Plan B was put 
into effect  - i.e. a rally to a warm bar 
where drivers indulged themselves 
with Mexican food and drinks until 
the final race of the IROC series 
appeared on TV.  

This month’s random 
question asked to fi ve 
random members: 

“Regarding your 
Porsche, when 
did you know it 
was love?”

Max Gerson
“Working in a performance shop I had plenty 

of access and seat time in Porsches. But when 

Dave Imes brought me a very worn 1980 SC 

and the prospect of it being MINE, all the 

romanticism of the mid year air cooled 911 

overwhelmed me. I bought it on the spot.”

Jordan Peltz
“Fell in love with Porsche when I rode in my 

buddy Jason’s Panamera Turbo S Executive. 

Now, after recently purchasing my Carrera I am 

in absolute LOVE.”

Vicki Cox-Jones 
“I always loved the way my car looked, but I 

thought it was too extravagant and fl ashy for 

someone like me, then after the fi rst session at 

my fi rst DE it was truly love.”

Michael Osborn
“It was my fi rst time driving up hwy 24 to 

Manitou Springs.”

Craig Julien
“I went from really like to love after the last 

engine upgrade to 625+ and the fi rst time I felt 

full boost.”
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